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Perpetual professions
Sc. Caspis Salarde Jemboy (A)
Kacheliba (KE)
07.04.2017
Holy Redeemer Guild
May
01 – 15 ET
16 – 31 I

June
01 – 07 ER
08 – 15 LP
16 – 30 P

Prayer intentions
May – That the social means of communication may be a free instrument at the service of the common good and the creation of a more just and fraternal society. Lord hear us.

June – That the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the foundation of the Institute may help the Comboni Missionaries to remain faithful to the inspiration of the Founder and give themselves entirely, until their last breath, for the evangelisation of the world. Lord hear us.
Publications
Alberto Degan, Umani come Gesù – La sfida della Grande Sconnessione, EMI 2017. This book, the missionary says, , “is meant to be a small contribution towards promoting a missionary spirituality that faces up to the ‘unwinding’ of ties: something I call the Great Disconnectedness, a stupor that makes us live – entangled in a net – as isolated atoms, indifferent to the lives of our brothers and sisters and to the breathing of Mother Earth. It is not a natural phenomenon but the result of a deliberate anthropological project, both political and economic, which disconnects us from one another and brings about the progressive dehumanisation of social and interpersonal relationships”.

Manuel Augusto Lopes Ferreira, Missionários Combonianos em Portugal: uma história singular, Lisbona, Além-Mar, 2017, 395 pages. “The benefit of having this work available lies especially in the reinforcement of the missionary conscience of Christian communities that are best understood through observance from outside. It is no small matter and is urgent at this time”, Mons. Manuel Clemente, Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon, states in the prologue.

Fernando Domingues, Um lugar chamado missão – Crónicas de viagem. Lisbona, Além-Mar, 2017, 166 pages. A selection from among the articles the author publishes each month in Além-Mar, texts, as Bro. Bernardino Frutuoso says in the introduction, that “help us to perceive the perfume of the Gospel that is present in cultures and to dream of a new heaven and a new earth”.

Giuseppe Caramazza, Influence of Religious Ideologies and Religious leaders on Politicians’ Ethical and Transformative Choices with special reference to Kenyan Members of Parliament, Nairobi, 2017, a doctorate thesis in the Philosophy of Religious Studies. This thesis explores the influence of religion on the decisions of the members of the Parliament of Kenya, especially those with an ethical dimension or able to bring about change in society. The results of the questionnaire demonstrate that religion has considerable influence on these decisions, while the relationship between political and religious leaders is rather ambiguous.

Tonino Falaguasta Nyabenda, Il Vangelo dà gioia. Life and teachings of Father Bruno Martinelli, Comboni Missionary, Missionari Comboniani, Cordenons (PN) 2017. As stated in the introduction, this is a biography rich in detail, historical items and photos, of a man, pleasant, transparent and with the heart of a child, with a great ability to enter into contact with people.

Edited by Enzo Santangelo, África, meu primeiro amor, Ed. Alô Mundo, São Paulo 2017. “The purpose of this book – writes Fr. Tesfaye Tadesse, Superior General, in the presentation – is to make known, through the accounts of Comboni, the African continent with its beauty, traditions and its entire human potential of that time”.
ITALIA

Biblical Festival
From 18 to 28 May, the Biblical Festival will be held in the dioceses of Verona, Vicenza, Padua, Trent and Vittorio Veneto. The theme chosen is ‘Journeying in the Bible’: “happy the one who loves the journey”. From 19 to 21, twenty displays will take place. Various activities will also take place here at our house: a visit to the ORIZZONTI (horizons) display run by the African Museum which will deal with the voyages of migrants in the Mediterranean; the study of international migrations; a visit to the Comboni Chapel centred on the journeys of Comboni and Comboni Missionaries; a display showing the journeys of Veronese men and women missionaries. The Diocesan Mission Centre and Cestim will offer their collaboration in these initiatives.

Migrants 2017 tender
The Segnavento association, in collaboration with Nigrizia foundation and Acse, has won the tender for MIGRANTS 2017 promoted by the Minister for Cultural Material and Tourism. The tender involves presenting in Verona a series of films taken from important Festivals of African films for the purpose of making known and diffusing cultures of countries where migrants come from. Verona was chosen as the seat of the display due to the presence of the Mother House of the Comboni Missionaries, an Institute that has been present for a century and a half in many African countries, and also for the fact that it has the African Museum.
ACSE: intercultural politics
The First City Council of Rome has invited ACSE to participate in the constitution of the council for intercultural politics and inclusion. Congratulations.

KENYA

Perpetual vows and ordination to the diaconate
On Friday, 7 April, the scholastic Caspis Salarde Jemboy took final vows in the presence of Fr. Tesfaye Tadesse Gebresilasie, Superior General, and Fr. Radol Austine Odhiambo, provincial of Kenya, during a celebration presided over by Fr. David da Costa Domingues, delegate superior of Asia. There were numerous Combonis at the celebration who serve in the Pokot area and others coming from various communities, as a sign of their gratitude for Joemboy’s perpetual consecration.

On the following day, the Christian community of the parish of Holy Cross, Kacheliba, gathered for the diaconal ordination of Jemboy. The Eucharistic celebration was presided over by Mons. Maurice Crowley, Bishop of Kitale. It began at 8am with a procession that started from the Christian community of Tapadany where the Mr. And Mrs. Peter and Magdalene Sakal, the ‘adoptive’ parents of Jemboy, live.

Jemboy is the second Comboni from Asia to be adopted and accompanied to the diaconate in the Christian community of Kacheliba. The first to do so was Fr. Albarina Moises Rellon, at present serving in Vietnam.

IN PACE CHRISTI

Fr. Riccardo Mele (05.08.1928 – 07.01.2017)

Riccardo Mele was a Liceo student in his native Sicily when, aged nineteen, he entered the Comboni novitiate at Florence (1947), determined to follow the path to the priesthood (1956) and the mission. He was one of the very first Combonis to go to Spain as a young, newly-ordained priest.

Fr. Riccardo was soon given the post of recruiter, as the vocations promoters were then called. His job was to go around the parishes, schools and families seeking aspirants for the seminary at Corella. He immediately began to visit some Basque towns around San Sebastián but soon realised that the nearby diocese of Pamplona was a more fruitful territory for vocations so he was happy to move to a temporary residence in Corella, while waiting for the new house that was being built to be completed.
It was during those years in Corella that I came to know him: Riccardo was jovial, enthusiastic and generous; he had learned Spanish well, even the local variations used on the banks of the Ebro River. With his Fiat 600, for five years, he visited the parishes of the nearby provinces of Navarra, Rioja, Soria, and Zaragoza…, asking to speak to the children in the schools and parishes. Among the fruits of those vocational sorties were Fathers Javier Sagasti, Felipe Castrejana, José Istúriz and his brother Miguel Ángel († 1991)… On Sundays he often helped with Mission Appeals and ministry in the parishes and so contributing significantly to the economy of the community.
He was then appointed for a further period of five years to San Sebastián where, for some years now, Aguiluchos had been published, giving new energy to that work, combining editorship with distribution, going personally to the schools.
In 1968 he left Spain for a period of aggiornamento in Italy before his new appointment to Latin America where he worked for almost 25 years. After a short period in Ecuador, in 1972 he began to serve in Peru, his main field of mission work. In those times, the outskirts of the capital and other cities were growing enormously due to the influx of entire villages of people from the Andes seeking a better life and, during the eighties, especially, to escape the cruelties of the terrorist movements of Sendero Luminoso and MRTA (Revolutionary Movement Tupac Amaru).
In view of the urgent pastoral needs, in 1970, the Comboni Missionaries founded the parish of “Los 12 Apóstoles” in Chorrillos, in the south-west periphery of Lima, in the direction of the Pacific Ocean where new “Pueblos jóvenes” were continually springing up. The first parish priest was Fr. Mario Mazzoni, soon to be helped by Fr. Riccardo Mele, who, after some years, was asked to continue the work.
Great pastoral needs required a response with innovative pastoral methods; the missionaries Mario, Riccardo and others could see no better way forward than to adopt the NIP Plan (New Parish Image) which took its inspiration from the Better World Movement launched by the Jesuit Fr. Riccardo Lombardi in the aftermath of the War, for the purpose of rebuilding, amid the ruins of the world conflict, new human, family, social and religious textures. The new parish was to be a centre of evangelisation and human and religious formation of the parishioners and to develop as a communion of small communities; people needed to grow within the groups and the groups were to be integrated into the larger community; leaders would be found and formed, responsibilities would be shared, involving as many people as possible; the autonomy of the small communities would be protected but within the unity of the whole parish.

The Plan was promising but the methodology and the planning of activities required from the priests total dedication, a constant presence, transparency in relations, the ability to animate and, above all, continual and diversified sessions of formation at various levels. It was here that Fr. Riccardo reached his zenith; he gave the best of himself for the life of the parish in those years and saw it grow to maturity until the time came to hand over the better organised and developed part to the local clergy.
The small communities grew and the work increased; fortunately, confreres from other Lima communities helped with ministry in the various chapels. I remember how Fr. Riccardo was always very grateful when I could help him with Sunday Mass or in other ways. He was a tireless worker and a good organiser and bore the brunt of the work; he was strict in his poverty and kept exact accounts. Sometimes confreres considered him too centralising but this was understandable considering the responsibilities he bore. After a period in Lima, Fr. Mele was assigned to the Comboni community of Chile where he stayed for another period of five years (1987-1993), giving renewed impulse to the missionary information bulletin that was sent out to friends and benefactors. He then returned for good to Italy. (Fr. Romeo Ballan, mccj)
Bro. Andrea Ferrari (17.08.1922 – 22.01.2017)

Bro. Andrea Ferrari was born at Urago d’Oglio, in the province of Brescia, on 17 August, 1922. “He is a chaste young man, pious, peaceful, obedient and generous. I am sure he will turn out well” wrote his parish priest from the church of San Lorenzo Martire, Urago d’Oglio, on 13 January, 1947, as he presented his parishioner, Andreino Ferrari, who wanted to become a missionary Brother, to the superior of the Comboni seminary in Brescia.
Bro. Andrea did the novitiate in Florence and was then sent to Sunningdale, England, to learn English. After a period at Stillington looking after the house, he was appointed to Uganda where he spent thirty years of missionary life in two separate periods, with another of fifteen years in Italy in Verona and Limone.

His first community in the Ugandan Province – wrote Bro. Luciano Giacomelli in his testimony – was that of “Nyapea, a large mission where there were two great missionaries, Fr. Spazian and Fr. Campi. Bro. Andrea found there was much work to do and began with a small school of arts and crafts and other buildings necessary to carry out the great vision of the two Fathers who toiled continually to make the Gospel spread among the Alur. The catechumens and people helped Bro. Andrea to produce the bricks (people speak of a million bricks) to build a church large enough to hold all the Christians that the two fathers dreamed of having (and succeeded in this). The small school for arts and crafts that owed its existence to the skills of Bro. Andrea helped the youth to learn a trade and made it possible for them to find work after they finished the course. Bro. Andrea also worked in Kampala, at the Provincial House, attentively welcoming visiting confreres, always with a smile and willing to be of service”. 

After a number of years of mission in Uganda, after Nyapea, Arua, Parombo and Pakele, Bro. Andrea was recalled to Italy and sent to Verona to help Bro. Franco Bonadimani in the office of the procure and despatches. He was always diligent in his work. While he was in Verona, he took on himself the care of his brother who was alone and had serious health problems and who, with the permission of the superiors, was taken into the Mother House. In this way, Bro. Andrea could assist him while continuing with his own work. Afterwards, he spent three years in Limone.

In 1989 he was again appointed to Uganda and sent first to Aliwang, then to Kampala and then to Gulu. In august, 1997, while at home on holiday in Italy and before he left again for the mission, Bro. Andrea was invited by his parish priest to give a testimony of his life to his parishioners. Here are some extracts: “My holiday time has flown quickly by and here I am ready to return to my mission in Uganda. I have always sought to love the land of the mission, especially Uganda where i spent thirty of my 48 years consecrated to the Lord for the mission. There have been times of joy and times of tears, especially during conflicts and the time of the guerrilla warfare which, for twenty years now has sown death and destruction among the Acholi and Lango tribes where the Comboni Missionaries have been working in evangelisation since 1910. Despite the fears, the murders and robberies carried out by the rebel thieves who go around armed with modern weapons, the missionaries did not abandon the population and have stayed close to their people. Sorely tried by so many barbarities, they sought to help them economically and spiritually. Before coming back to Italy for a rest, I went to Gulu hospital for a check-up. There, the sight of so many people coming into the hospital grounds every evening to spend the night within its walls for fear of the bandits caused me great distress. Nine or ten thousand people were spending the night under the verandas or in the storehouses, lying on mats. Only the lucky ones had blankets. Many children and elderly people were suffering from pneumonia and there were many deaths. The doctors and nurses tried to help but there were too many people and it was difficult to help everyone”.

In the year 2000, Bro. Andrea returned to Italy and went to Arco to help in receiving elderly confreres and as local bursar. He was later sent to Brescia and Rebbio and, lastly, to Milan for medical treatment and where he died on 22 January, 2017.
Bro. Giuseppe Udeschini (17.07.1938 – 12.03.2017)
Giuseppe Udeschini was born at Leno, in the province of Brescia, on 17 July, 1938. He joined the Comboni Missionaries and completed the carpentry course in Thiene. He did the first year of novitiate at Pordenone and the second in Sunningdale, England, where he learned English.

He took first vows (1958) and worked selflessly in mission promotion and then, for a year, worked as a builder at the houses of Verona and Valdiporro.

In 1961 he was appointed to Uganda where he worked for over fifty years in the missions of West Nile, in charge of houses and constructions.

The early years of mission life were fairly quiet: it was a time of fervour when churches, chapels and dwelling houses for the missionaries were urgently needed due to the increasing numbers of people coming to the mission. All this changed during the time of Idi Amin Dada (1971) and then, with the war to remove him and the struggle for succession among the commanding officers that claimed many victims caused many people to flee. The West Nile people also had to flee and many of them went to the Congo where the missionaries tried to assist them. Only Ombaci mission stayed open. When they returned from the Congo they found nothing but destruction everywhere. For Bro. Udeschini, this was a time for rebuilding. Together with Bro. Gianni Bonafini and Bro. Ciriaco Gusmeroli and his group of workers, he did marvellous work, teaching his collaborators not just to be good workers but also good Christians through his interest in them and their families.

Fr. Torquato Paolucci recalls: “We always called him Bepi; some would add ‘bossa’ (bottle, in Venetian dialect), since he was a great cultivator of vines and wine needs bottles, so he was always on the lookout for bottles. He had brought vine plants from Italy which he planted and looked after. He took great care of those vines that produced not only the wine for Mass but also some ‘for Vespers’ as well, he would say. While on holiday in Italy, he had learned how to make wine and also how to combat parasites. The greatest gift he could give to a friend was a good bottle of his own wine and this he did to many people, starting with the Bishop, and including his priest friends and catechists. In this way, Bepi rendered our gatherings and feasts livelier and happier.

Bepi, however, was, above all else, a great builder of churches, houses, schools, hospitals and wells. Those who visit West Nile are still amazed at the beautiful churches and houses that he built. The Lodonga Spirituality Centre and the Catechetical Centre are among his works.

He came as a young man to Uganda and spent almost all his years in Uganda, mostly in West Nile (Arua). Altogether, he spent 52 years on the mission!

He learned the building trade in Uganda, observing how the old Comboni brothers – and some Fathers – worked. No matter where they sent him, Bepi was ready to go: Ombaci, Ediofe, Arua city, Adumi, Olovo, Maracha, Koboko, Lodonga, Moyo and many other places. He even spent time in Malawi but his heart was always in the West Nile and returned there as soon as he could.

The Church in Arua owes a tremendous debt of gratitude to Bro. Bepi for his skills and dedication and the structures he built. He had his own pick-up, given to him by the Ugandan Province; he had his group of workers and took them everywhere. Those workers taught their skills to many others. He liked to go to visit them and often shared a meal with them, always bringing small gifts for their wives and children.

Doubtless, many of the children of those workers managed to go to school thanks to Bro. Bepi. From his works there emerged more bricklayers, mechanics and carpenters. He certainly made a great contribution to the social and economic development of the region. I think Comboni wanted Brothers like him, capable of doing great things with very little means and involving as many people as possible in the work. Bro. Bepi had a weakness for Maracha hospital where many of the sick came for treatment. He was a great friend of the doctors and nurses but also of the patients whom he gladly visited, bringing with him a word of comfort. He was always welcome everywhere.

I admired Bepi’s love and dedication to the mission and his care for the families of his workers. Many were fond of him and still remember him even today. When he died, I received many phone-calls from people of Uganda whom Bepi had helped; there were also prayer meetings and liturgical celebrations to pray for the happy repose of his soul”.

Fr. Sergio Bartolomeo Contran (13.10.1926 – 25.03.2017)

Fr. Sergio Contran was born at Piove di Sacco, in the diocese of Padua, northern Italy, on 13 October, 1926. He was the third of five children of Nicola and Clementina Contran. Reared in a profoundly Catholic environment, young Sergio soon felt an inclination to the priesthood. His elder brother, Alfredo, had already entered the diocesan seminary but Sergio had other dreams, especially after attending the first Mass of the Comboni Missionary Fr. Antonio Marigo, in his home town where he met other missionaries and Comboni students. “I chose the missionary life in Africa and so I entered the Comboni seminary in Padua. I attended secondary school and the university during the Second World War and I was sent to Rome to study theology”. There he obtained a Licentiate in Theology and also helped the community in various ways.

He was ordained priest on 8 April, 1950, and for the next seven years worked as formator and teacher in some of the minor seminaries run by the Comboni Missionaries in Italy. In 1957 he was sent to the United States where he spent almost all his priestly life. Up until 1969 he held various posts. He began with mission promotion in Monroe, Michigan, and then took on pastoral work, mission promotion and teaching in Cincinnati, Ohio. In the meantime he obtained a Master’s degree in education at Xavier University in Cincinnati. His calm and friendly temperament, together with his missionary spirit of adaptation, made of him a docile instrument in the hands of his superiors. No matter where a need arose, they could always count on Fr. Sergio to lend a hand. One of his former students stated: “I remember his vivacious spirit and how he was always ready to go beyond the obvious and to ‘think outside the box’, challenging us, his students, to do likewise”.

Thinking outside the normal proved useful in the late sixties when, after the Second Vatican Council, the Church was swept by a new wind of change that did not spare the Comboni Missionaries in North America. There were deep divisions: the old guard against the new shoots, cultural conflict between the old European way of thinking and the modern American reality, immigrant missionaries versus native missionaries, and so on. The new freedom had its advantages and, for the first time, the members of the Institute were authorised to elect their provincial superior, rather than have one appointed by the General Council in Rome. It was no surprise when Sergio was elected to this post in 1970. He was a peacemaker, cool and calm, a man who knew how to engage in real dialogue, and one who had such a sense of humour that he could disarm the most obstinate opponent. Thanks to Fr. Sergio, we learned to get along together, to grow during his term of office of six years and to inaugurate a new time in which the local members took the responsibility of government.
Fr. Sergio spent a large portion of the following years administering the goods of the Province as provincial bursar. With his flexibility and natural kindness, he brought humanity and understanding to a task that tended to be dry and boring. He also brought in lay people for this work, to the great benefit of the Province. However, bookwork did not stand in the way of Fr. Sergio when it came to pastoral ministry either in Cincinnati or California.
In 2004, having left the post of bursar, to which he had been elected for the third time – on two occasions he had been called to remedy emergency situations – Fr. Sergio was assigned to the community of Covina as local bursar and mission promoter. He stayed there until 2011 when, for health reasons, he returned to Italy and was sent to Verona.

From there he wrote to his younger brother Nazzareno (Neno), who was also a Comboni Missionary: “I was hoping to go back to the States but things did not work out. I feel I should take this as God’s will for me. I am now in the group of sick confreres. My only job now is to give good example. Sometimes I try doing just that.”
From 2014 onwards, his health deteriorated and eventually he needed constant care. He passed away peacefully at the Bro. Alfredo Fiorini Centre in Castel D’Azzano, close to Verona, on 25 March, 2017. Regarding his missionary vocation, he wrote: “I consider it a grace and a privilege to have taken part in this life: it is a beautiful life. I wonder why more young people do not think of it?”
Thank you, Fr. Sergio, for your sincere friendship, your tranquil faith, your ability to bring peace and for your pleasant sense of humor. You have been a living example of the joy that comes from being a Comboni Missionary. (Fr. Joseph Bragotti)

Bro. Adolf Seibold (30.01.1935 – 26-03.2017)
Bro. Michelangelo Peroni (27.11.1929 – 08-04-2017)
Fr. Gilmar Santos De Sousa (17.05.1964 – 13.04.2017)

Fr. Salvatore Coppo (17.09.1933 – 20.04.2017)
Their obituaries will be published in the next issue of Familia Comboniana.
Let us pray for our beloved dead
THE BROTHERS: Louis, of Fr. Saturnin Pognon Comlan (TCH), Fr. Lawrence Mutava, of Fr. Carloli Mwambi (I).
THE SISTERS: Lisetta, di Bro. Giuseppe Manara (EGSD); Rita, of Fr. Tonino Falaguasta (I).
THE COMBONI MISSIONARY SISTERS: Sr. Silveria Pezzali; Sr. Saveriana Moratelli; Sr. Maria Daniela Trentin; Sr. M. Miranda Pigato.
MISSIONARI COMBONIANI  VIA LUIGI LILIO 80 - ROMA
PAGE  
12

