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GLOBAL NEWS.
Down to the Wire: Sudan’s Government Terrorizes the Indigenous Nuba. In the final weeks leading up to July 9, Independence Day for South Sudan, there are reports of a major catastrophe unfolding in the Nuba Mountains, at the hands of the Sudan’s National Congress Party of the North. Reports point to a multifaceted campaign being waged including aerial bombardments and ground assaults resulting in mass atrocities. Humanitarian conditions are deteriorating rapidly: aid that used to assist 400,000 has been looted and aid workers have fled. Nearly half a million have been displaced, with continuous violence, in recent weeks, along the border, from Abyei, South Kordofan and the Blue Nile, to Darfur to the West. With a U.S. strategy seemingly inconsistent, it may be the Chinese influence that carries the most weight. Here are some articles and statements that can lead you to take action at this critical time: 

· Genocide in Sudan: Is it Happening Again? by Eric Reeves, reports that, according to U.N. observers, some 280 military vehicles from the North are pouring into the capital, Kadugli, and “preparations for a ground offensive are being made, causing a growing sense of panic among the Nuba.” See www.tnr.com/print/article/world/90243/kordofan-sudan-refugees-united-nations-obama.  
· Official Statements by Church Leaders: (1) Sudan Council of Churches, resulting from its June meeting in Khartoum which called on the various entities to cease hostilities and be accountable to the CPA: http://ottawa.mcc.org/system/files/Sudan+Council+of+Churches+Statement+June+2011.pdf; (2) Episcopal Church of the Sudan under Archbishop Dr. Daniel Deng Bul Yak, on the Southern Kordofan conflict, www.sudan.anglican.org/1106s_kordofan.php. 
· Peace in Both Sudans, published on www.enoughproject.org, presents the multiple challenges that must still be resolved for lasting peace in Sudan, as according to the CPA. It stresses the necessary voice from the advocacy community and outlines “What the United States can do” to meet the conditions.

· South Kordofan Situation Report, produced by the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, provides a detailed Situation Overview, Humanitarian Needs and Response, and Coordination. View at http://reliefweb.int/node/421721. To receive these reports, e-mail ochareporting@un.org.
· Trouble in Khartoum by Rebecca Hamilton, author of Fighting for Darfur, balances her report with what the North needs at www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/06/17/trouble_in_khartoum. 
Land Grabbing: The Wrong Choice for Western Universities. According to The Guardian newspaper, U.S. universities with large endowment funds, such as Harvard and Vanderbilt, have invested heavily in African land in the past, channelled through the London-based Emergent asset management. California’s Oakland Institute’s research backs up the claim that few jobs come from most of these deals, and 1000s of people will be forced off their own land, without compensation. Find substantive documentation at www.jpic-jp.org/32-en.html. Watch an eye-opening powerpoint at www.jpic-jp.org/files/Land_Grab_Aefjn_nov10-cp.ppt.
 

Female Peacekeepers to play Crucial Role in DRC and around the world. In a new report for Refugees International, Sarah Marie Ryan focuses on the role of the female peacekeeper: A dream or a duty? Today, 3,332 out of 100,000 U.N. peacekeepers are female (still a far cry from the U.N. goal for 20% females by 2014). All-female units offer significant benefits during wartime, such as: (1) empowering women in host communities and interacting with/interviewing female victims of violence and (2) providing a greater sense of security to the community. Read the article at www.jpic-jp.org/33-en.html. As an example, see what is happening on the border of Tunisia and Libya: www.jpic-jp.org/34-en.html. 
AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS. 
♦ U.N. Observance Days for July are listed at www.un.org/observances/days.shtml#july.        

♦ Comboni U.N. Involvement in June: Fr. John Converset, mccj, attended two panel discussions related to: (1) Confronting the Impact of Funding Cutbacks and Advocating for the Special Needs of Mothers and Children Living with HIV, and (2) World Day of Prayer and Action for Children.  

♦ World Population Day on July 11, according to Sec. Gen. Ban Ki-moon, should consider the needs of all women and men, girls and boys, in order to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and should focus attention on the urgency of population issues and their solutions. Contact: www.un.org/en/events/populationday/. 
TAKE ACTIONS. 

(1) Help the Qeqchí Families in Guatemala’s Polochic Valley, threatened by displacement and food insecurity, at http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/2690/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=7099. 

(2) Your You Tube Videos Are Needed: To celebrate Justice in the World, the USG-JPIC Commission (Rome) suggests that people interview others around the world who have something constructive and educational to say about it. Useful link: www.youtube.com/watch?v=0BYW54EJrgI&feature=related.
OUR CORE PARTNERS. 
♦ AFRICA FAITH & JUSTICE NETWORK (AFJN):  The World Synod of Catholic Bishops of 1971 in Rome published its landmark document, Justice in the World. Forty years later, the “movement” has brought the Church’s social ministry from the fringe to the center of what it means to be Christian. AFJN summarizes some of the positive outcomes: (1) post-conflict reconstruction in the development of African communities, (2) civic education programs; (3) a comprehensive HIV/AIDS outreach, and (4) the formation of justice & peace offices, (such as AFJN). Read the article at http://afjn.org/focus-campaigns/justice-in-the-world.html.

♦ AFRICA EUROPE FAITH & JUSTICE NETWORK (AEFJN): AEFJN published two reports on arms and Africa: (1) Arms Exports and Transfers from Sub-Saharan AFRICA to Sub-Saharan AFRICA; and (2) Arms Exports and Transfers: Europe to Africa by Country.
♦ VIVAT INTERNATIONAL (V.I.): VIVAT has fully committed to the new U.N NGO Committee Against Trafficking in Persons (TIP) which Sr. Ilaria Buonriposi and Fr. John Converset help represent. View the 2011 U.S. Department of State report at www.state.gov/g/tip/rls/tiprpt/2011/index.htm.
RESOURCES.

♦ On this 40th anniversary of the 1971 World Synod of Catholic Bishops, internet resources are plentiful and come in many languages. Start with the page of the USG/UISG-JPIC Commission where you can also review the Catholic Social Teachings, http://jpicformation.wikispaces.com/EN_Justice. Read Justice in the World at www.osjspm.org/majordoc_justicia_in_mundo_offical_test.aspx. 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS.
♦ July 18, 2011: Nelson Mandela International Day promotes freedom, justice and democracy, and was initiated in order “to recognize Nelson Mandela’s values and his dedication to the service of humanity.” Find out more at www.un.org/en/events/mandeladay. 
♦ July 25-26 2011: U.N. Conference on the International Year of Youth will re-assert issues such as the support for the family, facilitating youth employment and providing access to adequate food, clean water, education and basic health care. Follow the preparation through www.wya.net and youth@un.org.
JPIC COMBONILINE.

♦ Congratulations to Sr. Rachelle Fassera, CMS on receiving the Servitor Pacis Award in New York on June 7, accepted on her behalf by two Comboni Sisters from Rome. The award recognizes her courage and leadership during the humanitarian crisis in East Africa, particularly with regard to the October 10, 1996 kidnapping of 139 girls from St. Mary’s College in Aboke in northern Uganda. Her determined pursuit of the kidnappers from the Lord’s Resistance Army led to the rescue of 109 of these girls. She also co-founded the Concerned Parents Association and carried this advocacy cause to Pope Benedict and to the United Nations.

Note: The CPN Newsletter is emailed in four languages, with each language clearly marked for your personal selection. Invite your friends and colleagues to subscribe at combonipn@combonimissionaries.org. Interact at our blogsite for Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation at www.jpic-jp.org/en.php. 
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