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Commission for Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation 
USG/UISG Secretariat


Via Aurelia 476, 00165, Rome, Italy.   

Email:  jpicusguisg@lasalle.org; jpic.cose@lasalle.org /www.jpicformation.wikispaces.com

7 October 2012

Dear Participant / Guest of the Synod on the New Evangelization,
Greetings and best wishes to you.  We are writing to you at this time because you are involved in the XIII Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops: "The New Evangelization for the Transmission of the Christian Faith," October 7-22, 2012.  

This message comes to you from the joint Commission on Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation of the Union of Superiors General (Institutes of men) and the International Union of Superiors General (Institutes of women).  The purpose of the Commission is to promote greater awareness, clearer analysis and more effective action in the area of JPIC by USG/UISG members. It is in relation to this purpose that we respectfully offer for your consideration some reflections concerning the content of the Instrumentum Laboris that has been prepared for the Synod. 

Among the strengths of the Instrumentum Laboris is its centeredness on the person of Jesus.  

"The Church as a whole and all her Pastors, like Christ, must set out to lead people out of the desert, towards the place of life, towards friendship with the Son of God, towards the One who gives us life, and life in abundance." (Par.8)  In addition, the Instrumentum Laboris refers to the documents of Vatican II 27 times.  As we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the Council, it is important to reawaken in our Church an awareness of the evangelizing vision and spirit of Vatican II.  Also, we are encouraged by references in the Instrumentum Laboris to the themes of the social doctrine of the Church, including Paragraphs # 28, 29, 57, 72 and 157. Paragraph #130 is the strongest:

 “‘Testimony to Christ's charity, through works of justice, peace and development, is part and parcel of evangelization, because Jesus Christ, who loves us, is concerned with the whole person. These important teachings form the basis for the missionary aspect of the Church's social doctrine, which is an essential element of evangelization. The Church's social doctrine proclaims and bears witness to faith. It is an instrument and an indispensable setting for formation in faith.’  These are issues to be explored in the new evangelization, which is ‘especially concerned with the Church's service to reconciliation, justice and peace.” (Par.130)

However, from our perspective as a group promoting justice, peace and integrity of creation animation in religious congregations, there are aspects of the Instrumentum Laboris that we believe need to be strengthened.

· Action on behalf of justice and participation in the transformation of the world are a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the Gospel. (Justice in the World, #6)

    The Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church repeats this conviction clearly:
     “#66: The Church's social doctrine is an integral part of her evangelizing ministry. Nothing    

     that concerns the community of men and women--situations and problems regarding       

     justice, freedom, development, relations between peoples, peace--is foreign to  

     evangelization, and evangelization would be incomplete if it did not take into account the  

     mutual demands continually made by the Gospel and by the concrete, personal and social 

     life of man. (Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi)”

Although there are references to the connection between evangelization and our Church’s social doctrine in the Instrumentum Laboris, the treatment of this essential dimension of our faith appears compartmentalized.  The constitutive relationship between evangelization and our proclamation of the Reign of God as “a matter of justice, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom 14:17)” is not emphasized in an integrated manner throughout the document.

· It is primarily by her conduct and by her life that the Church will evangelize the world.

The Instrumentum Laboris recognizes that the Church herself must be evangelized. This call is stated in sections including Paragraphs # 37 and 128.  Paragraph # 158 makes clear the need for this conversion:

 “The work of evangelization is not so much an organized plan or strategy, as it is, fundamentally, a spiritual matter. ‘Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.... It is therefore primarily by her conduct and by her life that the Church will evangelize the world . . .’” (Par.158)

Although the call for conversion by the Church herself is included in the document, its primary focus appears to be conversion by individual members and Church communities.  If the Church is to be credible in these times, individual conversion is insufficient.  Structures, systems and policies of the universal Church require 
transformation in the light of the Gospel.  Forty years ago, another Synod of Bishops recognized this same reality: “While the Church is bound to give witness to justice, she recognizes that anyone who ventures to speak to people about justice must first be just in their eyes.” (Justice in the World, #40)  If the Church does not address this credibility problem, the new evangelization with new programs and strategies may be “nothing more than a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” (1 Cor 13)

· Charity and justice are not the same.
The words “charity” and “charitable” appear 11 times in the document.  The word “justice” is used five times.  Although there is an essential relationship between charity and justice, they are not the same. The Instrumentum Laboris lauds “charitable works.”  However, working for justice involves changing systems, structures, institutions and public policies that are the root causes of social injustices. The Gospel is proclaimed both through “charitable works” and our work for justice. The words of Pope Pius XI challenge us:  “Charity will never be true charity unless it takes justice into account....Let no one attempt with small gifts of charity to exempt themselves from the great duties imposed by justice.” (Divini Redemptori)

· The Integrity of Creation and a commitment to the future of our planet (Par. # 57): The word “creation” appears seven times in the Instrumentum Laboris.  In the light of the deterioration and destruction of life support systems – such as forests, oceans, fresh water and the atmosphere -  caused by among other things climate change and the dominant economic model of development, an evangelization which promotes life must encourage an ‘ecological conversion’ by Christians  made manifest in precise commitments. This concern has been well expressed in many papal and Church teachings over the years.  

Pope John Paul II highlights the duty of Christians towards nature and creation as “an essential part of their faith” (World Peace Day Message, Peace with God the Creator, Peace with All Creation, January 1, 1990, # 15).  Pope Benedict XVI recognizes that, in the quest for peace, all need to acknowledge “the indivisible relationship between God, human beings and the whole of creation.”  (World Peace Day Message, If You Want to Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation, January 1, 2010, # 14). In addition, documents commissioned by the Pontifical Academy of Sciences have urged all people and nations to recognize the serious and potentially irreversible impacts of global warming and climate change on Earth, the home we share.

· Transmission Contrasted with Dialogue: Other Church documents (E.g., Gaudium et Spes, Evangelii Nuntiandi) understand evangelization as “dialogue with the world.”  However, this document emphasizes again and again “transmission of the Christian faith” to various groups and sectors. “Transmission” denotes “senders” and “receivers.” There is a clear contrast between “subjects” who act and “objects” that are acted upon. There seems to be little room for mutuality: the possibility for us to be evangelized by God’s creation, by our experiences, by the “marketplace” – by the world that God sees as good and loveable.  It’s important to recall the words credited to Max Warren: "Our first task in approaching another people, another culture, another religion is to take off our shoes, for the place we are approaching is holy. Else we may find ourselves treading on another's dreams. More serious still, we may forget that God was there before our arrival.” 

(An additional thought concerning the use of the term, “transmission”:  In some usage, the term is often connected with electronics, airwaves, automobiles and even diseases. Perhaps more relational language that captures better the meaning of evangelization as “friendship with the Son of God” can be identified for the message of this Synod to the People of God.)

These preceding observations are among many that came to mind as we studied the Instrumentum Laboris.  We’ve described here the concerns most related to the purpose of our Commission:  justice, peace and the integrity of creation.  We are grateful for your consideration of the content of this letter.  

You and the others who will comprise the Synod for "The New Evangelization for the Transmission of the Christian Faith" will be in our prayers, especially during 7-22 October, 2012.  May the Holy Spirit bless and guide your efforts.

Sincerely,

Gearóid Francisco Ó Conaire OFM                                   
Teresa Dagdag MM

Executive Co-Secretary,                                                    
Executive Co-Secretary,                                                      

JPIC Commission                                                             

JPIC Commission
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