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Dear brothers,
Greetings in the Peace of the Lord.

Yesterday (December 2) was an important day for our Delegation of Asia. In the context of the Friends of the Mission Fiesta we launched the Year of Grace, as we thanked the Lord for the grace of 25 years of presence of the Comboni Missionaries in Asia.

The Friends of the Mission Fiesta started with the celebration of the Eucharist, presided by Bishop Onesto Ongioco of the Diocese of Cubao. He shared with us his passion for God’s things and plans, and as a pastor, he reminded us about the importance of staying focused in our life, in our missionary service and in our work. He proposed the example of St. Daniel Comboni, whose life was totally focused after his vocation for the mission in Africa was confirmed by Fr. Marani.
Mission was indeed the gift entrusted by the Lord to Comboni and which he shared with his companions and the Church; mission is what brought the Comboni Missionaries, and each one of us, to Asia (and to some Comboni Missionaries out of Asia) and mission is the gift that we can share, we are indeed called to share with the people we journey with on Asian roads.

As you well know, the guiding theme chosen for the year is “Journeying together on Asian roads”. The theme stands as an invitation to look at the journey already done, with its moments of glory and missionary achievements and moments of weakness and short comings. Yesterday was a moment to give thanks to the Lord for all those moments and particularly for the persons who have written that history of the past 25 year. Some of those persons are already in Heaven, others continue to journey with us in their weakness or sickness or from the distance.
The journey also invites us to seize the present moment as a great chance to look at our service and commitment and at the way we answer to the challenges the mission in Asia pauses to us as individuals and communities, members of the family of the Comboni Missionaries.
Some reflections will accompany us during the year ahead. These reflections come from confreres who are presently assigned to the Delegation. In this way are meant to help us reflect on our reality and work as we journey together on Asian road and as we renew our desire to continue on the road, wherever the journey may brings.
The word “together” has many dimensions attached to it. The Lord is journeying together with us, as he also joined the disciples on their way to Emmaus and walked with them. We are journeying with the people we are sent to. We do this journey as members of a family and a community. It is a journey we do together and I believe that this commits us to help each other, to encourage and correct each other. We are to be committed to help our Comboni companions so that all of us may stay focussed in Jesus and in the mission entrusted to us.
I would like to remind you of the themes in the pipeline for the coming months and who were invited by the commission to prepare the reflection for us.

Mission in Asia today for the Comboni Missionaries is...
· ... contemplation and proclamation of God’s Word: Fr. Carraro Renzo – December 2012

· ... life in community: Fr. Jovilla Nolasco Jr. Robiso – January 2013

· ... simplicity: Fr. Szpara Adam Witold – February 2013

· ... reconciliation: Fr. Valnei Pedro Reghelin – March 2013

· ... commitment to JPIC: Fr. David da Costa Domingues – April 2013

· ... dialogue (with the culture, religions, the poor): Fr. Cerezo Ruiz Daniel – May 2013

· ... preferential option for the poor: Fr. Bettoli Rocco – June 2013

· ... promotion of vocations: Fr. Bessan Theophile – July 2013

· ... transparency & accountability: Bro. Patt Fabio – August 2013

· ... servant leadership: Fr. Parungao Victor Cunanan – September 2013
· ... mission promotion: Fr. Vizcarra Edgardo Alfonso – October 2013

· ... communion: Fr. Consonni Paolo – November 2013

Let us entrust this initiative to the Lord and humbly accompany it with our prayers, since in this simple way we are showing our commitment to carry out the mission in Asia together. 
As we are taking this first steps in the Advent Season I wish you and each community that, as we accompany others in their preparation to welcome the Lord, we too, make space in our lives for him who is the Life and Hope of the Word.

Happy feast of St. Francis Xavier.
Yours,
Fr. Miguel Angel Llamazares Gonzalez 
