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b
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 D
O

3 A
K

50
E-m

ail: co
m

b
o

n
im

issio
n

@
eirco

m
.n

et
W

eb
site:w

w
w
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b
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n
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D
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 p
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i M
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In
tro

d
u

ctio
n

C
om

boni M
issionaries:

B
eing ‘A

 Sign for the Tim
es’

K
h

arto
u

m
 - 1881.  It is th

e n
igh

t o
f O

cto
b

er 9th
 an

d
M

o
n

sign
o

r D
an

iel C
o

m
b

o
n

i, th
e first B

ish
o

p
 o

f C
en

tral
A

frica, lies in
 th

e grip
 o

f a severe tro
p

ical fever. H
e kn

ow
s

th
at h

is life is co
m

in
g to

 an
 en

d
 – th

is sam
e fever h

ad
claim

ed
 th

e lives o
f m

an
y o

f h
is M

issio
n

aries in
 o

n
ly a few

sh
o

rt years. O
n

ly b
rief m

o
m

en
ts o

f co
n

scio
u

sn
ess rem

ain
to

 
h

im
. 

H
e 

m
u

rm
u

rs 
so

m
e 

sh
o

rt 
an

d
 

b
arely 

au
d

ib
le

p
rayers an

d
 calls to

 h
is b

ed
sid

e th
e few

 rem
ain

in
g Fath

ers
an

d
 Sisters. “I am

 d
yin

g”, h
e says, “b

u
t th

e w
o

rk o
f th

e
A

frican
 M

issio
n

 w
ill n

o
t d

ie …
 Th

e w
o

rks o
f G

o
d

 are
alw

ays b
o

rn
 at th

e fo
o

t o
f th

e C
ro

ss”. C
o

m
b

o
n

i kn
ew

 th
at

th
is w

o
rk co

u
ld

 n
o

t d
ie b

ecau
se it w

as th
e w

o
rk o

f G
o

d
. H

e
d

ied
 th

e fo
llow

in
g m

o
rn

in
g. H

e w
as o

n
ly fifty years o

ld
.

Seven
teen

 years earlier, o
n

 Sep
tem

b
er 15th

 1864, h
e

h
ad

 b
een

 kn
eelin

g at th
e to

m
b

 o
f St. Peter in

 R
o

m
e w

h
en

h
e received

 an
 in

sp
iratio

n
 fo

r w
h

at h
e called

 ‘Th
e P

lan
’. “It

w
as a revelatio

n
 fro

m
 o

n
 h

igh
”, h

e w
o

u
ld

 say to
 all w

h
o

read
 it. ‘A

 P
lan

 fo
r th

e R
egen

eratio
n

 o
f A

frica’. It co
u

ld
 b

e

A
 Sign for the Tim

es1

c
o
m
b
o
n
i
 b
o
o
k
 w
i
t
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 c
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n
t
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b
egan

 th
e d

yn
am

ic an
d

 fru
itfu

l jo
u

rn
ey o

f th
e M

issio
n

ary
Fam

ily th
at is p

ro
u

d
 to

 b
ear h

is n
am

e an
d

 co
n

tin
u

e h
is

w
o

rk d
ow

n
 to

 th
e p

resen
t d

ay. R
em

ain
in

g faith
fu

l to
 th

e
o

rigin
al 

in
sp

iratio
n

, 
th

e 
Fo

llow
ers 

o
f 

C
o

m
b

o
n

i 
h

ave
ad

ap
ted

 
to

 
ever-ch

an
gin

g 
situ

atio
n

s 
an

d
 

resp
o

n
d

ed
 

to
m

an
y in

vitatio
n

s fro
m

 th
e C

h
u

rch
. B

u
t o

n
e th

in
g h

as n
ever

ch
an

ged
 – th

ey rem
ain

 o
n

 th
e sid

e o
f th

e ‘p
o

o
rest an

d
m

o
st ab

an
d

o
n

ed
’. 

To
d

ay th
e C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

aries, w
ith

 M
em

b
ers d

raw
n

fro
m

 fo
rty-fo

u
r d

ifferen
t n

atio
n

alities, w
o

rk in
 fifty co

u
n

-
tries over five C

o
n

tin
en

ts. 
Th

eir M
issio

n
 is d

efin
ed

 by fo
u

r key ch
aracteristics: 

• Th
ey are sen

t ‘ad gentes’ – to
 th

o
se p

eo
p

les w
h

o
 h

ave
n

o
t yet effectively h

eard
 th

e G
o

sp
el o

f C
h

rist. 
• Th

ey h
ave a ‘preferential option for the poor’ – in

 th
e

sen
se th

at th
ey fo

cu
s o

n
 th

e least, th
e last an

d
 th

e lo
st in

so
ciety.
• Th

ey are M
issio

n
aries ‘ad extra’ – w

h
ich

 m
ean

s th
at

th
ey leave th

eir ow
n

 cu
ltu

res an
d

 co
u

n
tries in

 o
rd

er to
p

reach
 th

e G
o

sp
el o

f C
h

rist fu
rth

er afield
. 

• Fin
ally, th

ey are M
issio

n
aries ‘ad vitam

’ – in
 th

at th
ey

co
n

secrate th
em

selves to
 G

o
d

 an
d

 th
e M

issio
n

 fo
r th

e
w

h
o

le o
f th

eir lives. 
Th

e 
C

o
m

b
o

n
i 

M
issio

n
aries 

are 
p

resen
t 

in
 

co
u

n
tries

w
ith

 areas o
f ‘P

rim
ary Evan

gelisatio
n

’ w
h

ere th
e G

o
sp

el
h

as n
ever b

een
 p

reach
ed

. Th
ey also

 go
 to

 th
e p

laces th
at are

th
e m

o
st rem

o
te so

cially o
r geo

grap
h

ically. Th
is m

igh
t

in
clu

d
e 

th
e 

su
b

u
rb

s 
o

f 
large 

cities 
su

ch
 

as 
N

airo
b

i,
K

in
sh

asa an
d

 K
h

arto
u

m
 o

r Lim
a, M

exico
 C

ity an
d

 São
Pau

lo
. Th

ey h
ave h

u
n

d
red

s o
f M

em
b

ers w
h

o
 live am

o
n

g
n

o
m

ad
ic 

an
d

 
sem

i-n
o

m
ad

ic 
p

eo
p

les 
su

ch
 

as 
th

e

A
 Sign for the Tim

es3

su
m

m
ed

 u
p

 in
 a few

 w
o

rd
s – ‘Save A

frica w
ith

 A
frica’. B

u
t

o
th

ers w
ere co

n
vin

ced
 th

at n
ow

 w
as th

e m
o

m
en

t to
 clo

se
th

e M
issio

n
 to

 C
en

tral A
frica, n

o
t to

 re-lau
n

ch
 it. It h

ad
alread

y co
st th

e lives o
f sixty-fo

u
r yo

u
n

g M
issio

n
aries.

‘W
ait fo

r m
o

re au
sp

icio
u

s tim
es’ w

as th
e co

n
ven

tio
n

al w
is-

d
o

m
 o

f th
e d

ay. Po
p

e P
iu

s IX
, h

ow
ever, d

id
 n

o
t agree. H

e
ap

p
roved

 ‘Th
e P

lan
’ an

d
 su

p
p

o
rted

 it, so
 th

at “th
e m

o
st

d
ifficu

lt M
issio

n
 in

 all th
e w

o
rld

” as C
o

m
b

o
n

i b
o

ld
ly

d
escrib

ed
 it, w

as o
n

ce again
 lau

n
ch

ed
 w

ith
 ren

ew
ed

 co
m

-
m

itm
en

t an
d

 fervo
u

r. W
h

ere co
u

ld
 M

issio
n

aries b
e fo

u
n

d
w

h
o

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e read

y to
 leave fo

r th
o

se lan
d

s at th
e en

d
s o

f
th

e earth
? C

o
m

b
o

n
i’s an

sw
er w

as sim
p

le: “A
m

o
n

g th
e

p
riests, religio

u
s an

d
 laity o

f th
e en

tire C
ath

o
lic C

h
u

rch
.

Th
e U

n
iversal C

h
u

rch
 m

u
st, as it w

ere, lay siege to
 A

frica in
o

rd
er to

 gain
 th

at u
n

fo
rtu

n
ate C

o
n

tin
en

t fo
r C

h
rist”. In

resp
o

n
se, 

th
e 

H
ead

 
o

f 
P

ro
p

agan
d

a 
Fid

e, 
C

ard
in

al
A

lessan
d

ro
 B

arn
ab

ò
 said

 to
 th

e ‘m
ad

 p
ro

p
h

et’: “Eith
er yo

u
b

rin
g m

e a m
ed

ical certificate gu
aran

teein
g th

at yo
u

 w
ill

n
o

t d
ie in

 th
e n

ext fo
rty years, o

r else yo
u

 m
u

st estab
lish

 an
In

stitu
te th

at w
ill carry o

u
t yo

u
r P

lan
”. 

A
n

d
 so

 it w
as. O

n
 Ju

n
e 1st 1867 th

e ‘In
stitu

te fo
r th

e
A

frican
 M

issio
n

s’ w
as fo

u
n

d
ed

 fo
r m

en
, an

d
 th

e ‘In
stitu

te
fo

r th
e M

issio
n

ary Sisters o
f A

frica’ fo
llow

ed
 in

 1872 to
p

ro
m

o
te th

e ro
le an

d
 d

evelo
p

m
en

t o
f w

o
m

en
 in

 A
frican

so
ciety. Fro

m
 th

ese tw
o

 In
stitu

tes, o
r ‘C

en
acles o

f A
p

o
stles’,

as 
C

o
m

b
o

n
i 

liked
 

to
 

call 
th

em
, 

M
issio

n
aries 

w
o

u
ld

em
erge, read

y to
 give th

eir lives, so
 th

at th
e ‘B

lack Pearl’
(N

igricans M
argarita) co

u
ld

 b
e set in

 th
e d

iad
em

 o
f th

e
U

n
iversal C

h
u

rch
. In

 1885, fo
u

r years after th
e d

eath
 o

f
C

o
m

b
o

n
i, th

e ‘In
stitu

te fo
r th

e A
frican

 M
issio

n
s’ b

ecam
e a

R
eligio

u
s C

o
n

gregatio
n

 like th
e M

issio
n

ary Sisters an
d

 so

C
O

M
B

O
N

IM
ISSIO

N
A

R
IES

2

c
o
m
b
o
n
i
 b
o
o
k
 w
i
t
h
 c
o
n
t
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satio
n

 th
at o

ften
 seeks to

 exclu
d

e th
e p

o
o

r, th
e C

o
m

b
o

n
i

M
issio

n
aries w

ish
 to

 co
n

firm
 th

eir co
m

m
itm

en
t to

 th
e

d
ow

n
tro

d
d

en
 o

f th
e earth

. Th
ey are aw

are th
at th

ey are th
e

h
eirs o

f C
o

m
b

o
n

i w
h

o
 w

as p
assio

n
ately in

vo
lved

 in
 stru

g-
glin

g again
st slavery an

d
 th

e slave trad
e, in

 th
e face o

f th
e

rich
 an

d
 p

ow
erfu

l, w
h

o
 saw

 h
im

 as b
ein

g ‘o
u

t o
f h

is m
in

d
’.

Th
e C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

aries en
d

eavo
u

r to
 p

u
t ‘first’ th

o
se

w
h

o
m

 th
e w

o
rld

 regard
 as ‘last’. In

 th
eir co

m
m

itm
en

t to
‘Ju

stice an
d

 Peace’ an
d

 th
e ‘In

tegrity o
f C

reatio
n

’, th
ey aim

to
 b

e sign
s an

d
 in

stru
m

en
ts o

f co
n

trad
ictio

n
, w

h
ilst kn

ow
-

in
g fu

ll w
ell th

at th
e co

st o
f su

ch
 a d

eterm
in

ed
 stan

d
 m

ay
w

ell b
e p

ersecu
tio

n
 o

r even
 m

artyrd
o

m
. 

A
 Sign for the Tim

es5

K
aram

o
jo

n
g in

 U
gan

d
a an

d
 th

e Tu
rkan

a in
 K

en
ya. Th

ey
also

 live am
o

n
g eth

n
ic m

in
o

rities th
reaten

ed
 w

ith
 extin

c-
tio

n
, su

ch
 as th

e P
ygm

ies in
 th

e D
em

o
cratic R

ep
u

b
lic o

f
C

o
n

go
 an

d
 th

e C
en

tral A
frican

 R
ep

u
b

lic. W
h

erever th
ey go

th
ey su

p
p

o
rt so

cial m
ovem

en
ts th

at w
o

rk fo
r th

e d
ign

ity o
f

th
e p

eo
p

les th
ey live am

o
n

gst. Th
ese m

igh
t b

e p
eo

p
le o

f
A

frican
 d

escen
t o

r In
d

igen
o

u
s Peo

p
les livin

g in
 B

razil,
Ecu

ad
o

r an
d

 th
e U

n
ited

 States, o
r th

e lan
d

less w
h

o
se righ

ts
th

ey ch
am

p
io

n
 th

ro
u

gh
 w

o
rkin

g alo
n

gsid
e O

rgan
isatio

n
s

th
at are co

m
m

itted
 to

 th
e d

isp
o

ssessed
 in

 so
ciety. 

Th
e C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

aries p
ay sp

ecial atten
tio

n
 to

 th
e

acad
em

ic an
d

 p
ro

fessio
n

al ed
u

catio
n

 o
f th

e yo
u

n
g, by co

-
o

rd
in

atin
g d

o
zen

s o
f sch

o
o

ls o
n

 th
e o

u
tskirts o

f cities an
d

in
 villages acro

ss U
gan

d
a, So

u
th

 Su
d

an
, K

en
ya, M

alaw
i, th

e
D

em
o

cratic 
R

ep
u

b
lic 

o
f 

C
o

n
go

, 
…

 
. 

Pasto
rally 

th
eir

em
p

h
asis is o

n
 creatin

g an
d

 su
stain

in
g ‘B

asic C
h

ristian
C

o
m

m
u

n
ities’ th

at can
 evan

gelise an
d

 live o
u

t a n
ew

 w
ay

o
f 

b
ein

g 
‘C

h
u

rch
’. 

Fo
llow

in
g 

th
e 

in
sp

iratio
n

 
o

f 
th

eir
Fo

u
n

d
er, th

ey h
ave estab

lish
ed

 cen
tres o

f b
ib

lical, th
eo

lo
g-

ical, p
ro

fessio
n

al an
d

 so
cial stu

d
ies in

 A
frica an

d
 in

 Latin
A

m
erican

 to
 train

 lo
cal ‘Pasto

ral A
gen

ts’ in
 th

e field
 o

f
evan

gelisatio
n

 an
d

 h
u

m
an

 d
evelo

p
m

en
t. In

 th
is w

ay, th
ey

aim
 to

 co
llab

o
rate in

 m
akin

g Lo
cal C

h
u

rch
es ever m

o
re

au
to

n
o

m
o

u
s: cap

ab
le o

f self-ad
m

in
istratio

n
 an

d
 even

 o
f

reach
in

g o
u

t to
 C

h
u

rch
es in

 o
th

er lan
d

s, th
u

s fu
lfillin

g
C

o
m

b
o

n
i’s visio

n
 o

f b
ein

g ab
le to

 ‘Save A
frica w

ith
 A

frica’. 
Th

e C
o

m
b

o
n

i M
issio

n
aries are m

u
ch

 in
vo

lved
 in

 th
e

w
o

rld
 o

f so
cial co

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

. A
t p

resen
t th

ey p
ro

d
u

ce
tw

en
ty-fo

u
r M

issio
n

ary M
agazin

es o
n

 all five co
n

tin
en

ts
an

d
 also

 h
ave a grow

in
g p

resen
ce in

 So
cial M

ed
ia. In

 a
w

o
rld

 th
at is d

ivid
ed

 by w
ar an

d
 d

o
m

in
ated

 by a glo
b

ali-

C
O

M
B

O
N

IM
ISSIO

N
A

R
IES
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1. So
u

th
 Su

d
an

: Livin
g th

e P
resen

t w
ith

 P
assio

n

A
 young U

gandan C
om

boni M
issionary talks about his pas-

toral activities in one of the rem
otest M

issions in South
Sudan.

O
u

r M
issio

n
 in

 O
ld

 Fan
gak is lo

cated
 in

 th
e n

o
rth

ern
 p

art
o

f Jo
n

glie State u
n

d
er th

e D
io

cese o
f M

alakal an
d

 is th
e

rem
o

test C
o

m
b

o
n

i M
issio

n
 in

 th
e w

h
o

le o
f So

u
th

 Su
d

an
.

Th
ere are n

o
 ro

ad
s, n

o
 veh

icles, n
o

 m
o

to
rcycles an

d
 n

o
b

icycles. Th
ere is also

 n
o

 m
o

b
ile p

h
o

n
e n

etw
o

rk.
B

ein
g a rem

o
te p

lace, O
ld

 Fan
gak h

as b
eco

m
e th

e safest
p

lace sin
ce th

e b
egin

n
in

g o
f th

e cu
rren

t co
n

flict in
 So

u
th

Su
d

an
 an

d
 m

an
y p

eo
p

le h
ave taken

 refu
ge in

 th
e area. Th

is
h

as m
ean

t a trip
lin

g o
f th

e lo
cal p

o
p

u
latio

n
. W

e live
am

o
n

g 
p

asto
ralists 

– 
th

e 
‘N

u
er’, 

w
h

o
 

call 
th

em
selves

‘N
aath

’, m
ean

in
g ‘Th

e Peo
p

le’.
O

u
r 

lives 
are 

d
ed

icated
 

to
 

carin
g 

fo
r 

th
e 

d
ifferen

t
C

o
m

m
u

n
ities in

 an
d

 aro
u

n
d

 O
ld

 Fan
gak, fo

sterin
g ed

u
ca-

tio
n

, 
w

o
m

en
’s 

righ
ts 

an
d

 
em

p
ow

erin
g 

lo
cal 

p
eo

p
le 

to
b

u
ild

 a b
etter fu

tu
re fo

r th
em

selves. Fro
m

 th
e cen

tre, w
e

cover an
 area o

f b
etw

een
 th

irty to
 fo

rty th
o

u
san

d
 sq

u
are

kilo
m

etres an
d

 all o
u

r p
asto

ral visits are m
ad

e o
n

 fo
o

t. It
takes fo

u
r to

 five d
ays to

 reach
 th

e farth
est C

o
m

m
u

n
ities in

A
yo

d
.

M
o

st o
f th

e p
asto

ral o
u

treach
 is m

ad
e p

o
ssib

le th
ro

u
gh

th
e catech

ists w
h

o
 stay in

 th
e villages. Th

ey are th
e o

n
es

A
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gro
u

p
ed

 very q
u

ickly u
n

d
er th

eir o
rigin

al, trib
al lead

er-
sh

ip
. W

ith
 th

e rain
y seaso

n
 w

ell u
n

d
erw

ay an
d

 th
e fact th

at
p

eace n
ego

tiatio
n

s h
ave n

o
t m

ad
e an

y tan
gib

le p
ro

gress,
th

e co
n

flict h
as settled

 in
to

 a stalem
ate.

A
cco

rd
in

g to
 th

e latest rep
o

rts o
f th

e U
n

ited
 N

atio
n

s,
h

u
n

d
red

s o
f th

o
u

san
d

s h
ave d

ied
 in

 th
e figh

tin
g, n

early
tw

o
 m

illio
n

 p
eo

p
le h

ave b
eco

m
e refu

gees in
 n

eigh
b

o
u

rin
g

co
u

n
tries an

d
 over tw

o
 m

illio
n

 h
ave b

een
 in

tern
ally d

is-
p

laced
.

Every d
ay, in

 o
u

r M
issio

n
 in

 O
ld

 Fan
gak, w

e h
ear th

e
so

u
n

d
 o

f gu
n

fire. Peo
p

le are livin
g in

 fear, n
o

t kn
ow

in
g

w
h

at w
ill h

ap
p

en
 even

 to
m

o
rrow

.
Th

ere are m
an

y ch
ild

 so
ld

iers in
 th

e reb
el m

ilitia an
d

 in
th

e A
rm

y. R
ecen

tly, over o
n

e th
o

u
san

d
 five h

u
n

d
red

 ch
il-

d
ren

 w
ere recru

ited
 by th

e S.P.L.M
./I.O

. fro
m

 o
u

r ow
n

 area
alo

n
e. 

Th
e co

n
flict h

as m
ad

e b
asic co

m
m

o
d

ities very h
ard

 to
co

m
e by. Th

e o
n

ly p
ractical m

ean
s o

f tran
sp

o
rt – travellin

g
by b

o
at alo

n
g th

e N
ile to

 n
eigh

b
o

u
rin

g tow
n

s – h
as b

een
cu

t o
ff. Th

is, to
geth

er w
ith

 th
e sh

arp
 d

evalu
atio

n
 o

f th
e

lo
cal cu

rren
cy, m

akes it alm
o

st im
p

o
ssib

le to
 b

u
y su

ch
b

asic co
m

m
o

d
ities as salt, o

il, su
gar, so

ap
 an

d
 clo

th
es.

Th
ere 

u
sed

 
to

 
b

e 
tw

o
 

o
th

er 
C

o
m

b
o

n
i 

M
issio

n
ary

C
o

m
m

u
n

ities 
am

o
n

g 
th

e 
N

u
er, 

in
 

A
yo

d
 

an
d

 
in

 
Leer.

U
n

fo
rtu

n
ately, h

ow
ever, last year A

yo
d

 w
as cap

tu
red

 by
govern

m
en

t fo
rces fro

m
 Ju

b
a an

d
 th

e en
tire p

o
p

u
latio

n
fled

. Th
e tw

o
 eld

erly m
issio

n
aries th

ere fled
 w

ith
 th

e lo
cal

p
eo

p
le, an

d
 are n

ow
 in

 M
o

go
k, w

h
ere th

ey are assistin
g th

e
d

isp
laced

 
by 

ru
n

n
in

g 
an

 
em

ergen
cy 

sch
o

o
l. 

Th
e 

Leer
M

issio
n

 in
 U

n
ity State is lo

cated
 n

ear th
e b

irth
p

lace o
f th

e
lead

er o
f th

e S.P.L.M
./I.O

. an
d

 w
as clo

sed
 last year b

ecau
se

A
 Sign for the Tim

es9

keep
in

g th
e C

h
ristian

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ities to
geth

er an
d

 su
stain

-
in

g th
eir faith

.
A

b
o

u
t n

in
ety-eigh

t p
er cen

t o
f th

e p
o

p
u

latio
n

 in
 th

e
area can

 n
eith

er read
 n

o
r w

rite. Sin
ce th

e start o
f th

e p
res-

en
t co

n
flict in

 D
ecem

b
er 2013, th

e o
n

ly fu
n

ctio
n

in
g p

ri-
m

ary sch
o

o
ls in

 th
e w

h
o

le regio
n

 are th
e th

ree in
 w

h
ich

 w
e

are len
d

in
g a h

an
d

.
Th

e co
n

flict co
n

tin
u

es an
d

 o
u

r regio
n

 is u
n

d
er th

e co
n

-
tro

l o
f th

e reb
els, th

e Su
d

an
 Peo

p
le's Lib

eratio
n

 M
ovem

en
t

in
 O

p
p

o
sitio

n
 (S.P.L.M

./I.O
.). It is very h

ard
. A

lth
o

u
gh

 th
e

reb
els resp

ect u
s as M

issio
n

aries, w
e can

n
o

t p
erfo

rm
 o

u
r

activities w
ith

 co
m

p
lete freed

o
m

, sin
ce w

e are co
n

stan
tly

b
ein

g 
m

o
n

ito
red

. 
G

iven
 

th
e 

m
ilitary 

in
terven

tio
n

 
by

U
gan

d
a in

 th
e co

n
flict, m

y p
resen

ce h
ere as a U

gan
d

an
 is

p
articu

larly risky. I h
ave to

 b
e very p

ru
d

en
t in

 w
h

at I say.
Th

e co
n

flict th
at h

as em
erged

 in
 So

u
th

 Su
d

an
 is b

u
t a

co
n

tin
u

atio
n

 o
f th

e u
n

reso
lved

 eth
n

ic ten
sio

n
s th

ere th
at

w
ere 

n
ever 

ad
eq

u
ately 

ad
d

ressed
 

b
y 

th
e 

so
-called

‘C
o

m
p

reh
en

sive Peace A
greem

en
t’ (C

.P.A
.). C

o
n

trary to
 its

n
am

e, th
e C

.P.A
. w

as an
 elitist b

argain
 b

etw
een

 Su
d

an
’s

ru
lin

g ‘N
atio

n
al C

o
n

gress Party’ an
d

 th
e stro

n
gest elem

en
t

o
f 

th
e 

resistan
ce 

in
 

So
u

th
 

Su
d

an
, 

th
e 

Su
d

an
 

Peo
p

le's
Lib

eratio
n

 M
ovem

en
t/A

rm
y (S.P.L.M

./A
.). It w

as n
o

t co
m

-
p

reh
en

sive at all, b
ecau

se it d
id

 n
o

t in
clu

d
e th

e o
th

er p
o

lit-
ical p

arties, all th
e o

th
er gro

u
p

s o
f reb

els an
d

, m
o

st im
p

o
r-

tan
tly, th

e p
eo

p
le o

f So
u

th
 Su

d
an

.
It w

as sim
p

ly an
 agreem

en
t b

etw
een

 th
e S.P.L.M

./A
. an

d
th

e 
G

overn
m

en
t 

in
 

K
h

arto
u

m
. 

Th
ere 

w
as 

n
o

 
p

ro
p

er
p

ro
cess o

f in
tegratio

n
 o

f th
e reb

el m
ilitias in

to
 a sin

gle
n

atio
n

al arm
y. M

an
y so

ld
iers rem

ain
ed

 loyal to
 th

eir lead
-

ers so
 th

at w
h

en
 th

e cu
rren

t co
n

flict re-ign
ited

, th
ey re-
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2. Th
e A

rab
 W

o
rld

: C
h

o
ices in

 Life

A
n 

A
nglo-E

gyptian 
C

om
boni 

M
issionary, 

w
ho 

has 
been

w
orking in the A

rab w
orld for the last tw

enty-five years,
talks about the influences in his life and his experience of
w

orking am
ong C

hristians and M
uslim

s.

G
row

in
g u

p
 in

 K
u

w
ait an

d
 in

 Leb
an

o
n

 in
 m

y early ch
ild

-
h

o
o

d
, I liked

 to
 co

n
ju

re u
p

 im
ages o

f m
y n

ative Egyp
t – to

see in
 m

y m
in

d
 th

e great m
agn

ificen
ce o

f th
e P

h
arao

h
s an

d
th

e an
cien

t b
eau

ty o
f C

o
p

tic C
h

ristian
ity. 

Th
e p

ictu
re I fo

rged
 o

f Egyp
t, in

sp
ired

 by th
e literatu

re
o

f an
cien

t h
isto

ry an
d

 m
y visits to

 m
u

seu
m

s an
d

 exh
ib

i-
tio

n
s, gave m

e a sen
se o

f great p
rid

e an
d

 self-co
n

fid
en

ce
aro

u
n

d
 m

y id
en

tity. 
A

n
 o

p
p

o
rtu

n
e co

n
tact in

 Lo
n

d
o

n
 m

ad
e it p

o
ssib

le fo
r

m
y fath

er to
 take m

e an
d

 m
y tw

o
 yo

u
n

ger b
ro

th
ers to

En
glan

d
 o

n
 th

e eve o
f th

e Leb
an

ese civil w
ar. A

n
d

 so
 I

b
ecam

e a teen
ager in

 1970’s B
ritain

, grow
in

g u
p

 w
ith

 th
e

m
u

sic o
f Sim

o
n

 an
d

 G
arfu

n
kel, C

arly Sim
o

n
 an

d
 A

b
b

a. I
co

m
b

in
ed

 th
ese in

flu
en

ces w
ith

 a p
assio

n
 fo

r scien
ce an

d
tech

n
o

lo
gy w

h
ich

 in
 th

e en
d

 led
 to

 a certain
, creative, d

is-
co

n
ten

t in
 m

e. Fo
r it w

as th
e system

atic an
alysis o

f th
e sci-

en
tific d

iscip
lin

es th
at led

 to
 m

y q
u

est fo
r m

ean
in

g in
 life

an
d

 in
 th

e m
u

sic o
f 'Th

e So
u

n
d

 o
f Silen

ce', I p
o

n
d

ered
 th

e
p

u
rp

o
se o

f m
y b

ein
g.

A
 Sign for the Tim

es11

it w
as attacked

 an
d

 lo
o

ted
 in

 su
ccessio

n
 by govern

m
en

t
fo

rces an
d

 by th
e reb

els. Th
e fo

u
r C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

aries
an

d
 th

ree C
o

m
b

o
n

i M
issio

n
ary Sisters in

 Leer w
ere fo

rced
to

 flee in
to

 th
e b

u
sh

 w
h

ere th
ey stayed

 fo
r alm

o
st a m

o
n

th
u

n
til th

ey w
ere rescu

ed
 by U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
 Peacekeep

ers
an

d
 evacu

ated
 to

 th
e cap

ital, Ju
b

a. O
n

ly recen
tly h

ave th
ey

b
een

 ab
le to

 resu
m

e so
m

e o
f th

eir m
issio

n
ary activities

aro
u

n
d

 Leer.
O

u
r life in

 th
is ch

allen
gin

g m
issio

n
 field

 rem
in

d
s m

e o
f

th
e w

o
rd

s o
f Po

p
e Fran

cis, w
h

o
 said

 in
 h

is recen
t Letter to

R
eligio

u
s fo

r th
e ‘Year o

f C
o

n
secrated

 Life’: “R
em

em
b

er th
e

p
ast w

ith
 gratitu

d
e, em

b
race th

e fu
tu

re w
ith

 h
o

p
e, an

d
 live

in
 th

e p
resen

t w
ith

 p
assio

n
”.

Fath
er A

lfred
 M

aw
ad

ri m
ccj

C
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Sah
aran

 A
frica.

N
o

tw
ith

stan
d

in
g th

is an
d

 th
e fact th

at th
ere is a legal

b
an

 o
n

 co
n

versio
n

 to
 C

h
ristian

ity in
 Su

d
an

, Su
d

an
ese

fro
m

 th
e So

u
th

 h
ave em

b
raced

 C
h

ristian
ity regard

less o
f

th
e p

ersecu
tio

n
 an

d
 d

iscrim
in

atio
n

. Th
e joy o

f co
n

verts
am

id
st m

isery an
d

 o
p

p
ressio

n
 h

as b
een

 a rep
eated

 m
iracle.

I w
itn

essed
 u

n
co

n
d

itio
n

al joy in
 th

eir lau
gh

ter, in
 th

eir
sin

gin
g an

d
 in

 th
eir d

an
cin

g – as p
u

re as it w
as sp

o
n

ta-
n

eo
u

s.
Th

is exu
b

eran
t d

eligh
t d

o
es n

o
t co

m
e fro

m
 ow

n
in

g
p

o
ssessio

n
s, b

u
t rath

er fro
m

 th
eir sen

se o
f b

elo
n

gin
g to

G
o

d
 an

d
 to

 each
 o

th
er. Th

eir w
ealth

 is th
eir co

m
m

u
n

ity, so
th

at even
 w

h
en

 d
isp

ersed
, th

ey fin
d

 each
 o

th
er an

d
 w

h
en

th
ey co

m
e to

geth
er, th

ey sin
g an

d
 th

ey d
an

ce. 
W

h
ere 

w
e 

m
issio

n
aries 

sp
eak 

o
f 

sh
arin

g 
an

d
 

teach
ab

o
u

t th
e ‘co

m
m

o
n

 go
o

d
’, th

ey live th
is b

efo
re th

ey h
ave

even
 given

 it a n
am

e.
H

ow
ever th

ere are elem
en

ts o
f th

eir cu
ltu

ral h
eritage

th
at im

p
ed

e th
e sp

read
 o

f C
h

ristian
ity: trib

al ad
h

eren
ce

an
d

 p
o

lygam
o

u
s m

arriage, th
at fo

rges allian
ces fo

r gen
era-

tio
n

s to
 co

m
e, are p

articu
larly p

ow
erfu

l fo
rces. C

h
ristian

ity
h

as o
th

er ad
van

tages – th
e gift o

f in
n

er freed
o

m
.

Th
e sp

read
 o

f Islam
 an

d
 d

em
o

cracy
C

ath
o

lic ed
u

catio
n

 is a gift th
at can

 b
rin

g a w
h

o
le n

ew
exp

erien
ce o

f u
n

d
erstan

d
in

g th
at ch

o
ices really d

o
 exist. It

is th
ro

u
gh

 th
e p

ro
cess o

f ed
u

catin
g p

eo
p

le in
 th

e n
atu

re o
f

ch
o

ice th
at I en

ter in
to

 a fru
itfu

l d
ialo

gu
e th

at fo
rm

s th
e

h
eart o

f m
y w

o
rk as a m

issio
n

ary.
Let m

e exp
lain

. Islam
ic ed

u
catio

n
 d

iffers fro
m

 C
ath

o
lic

ed
u

catio
n

 in
 b

o
th

 m
eth

o
d

 an
d

 co
n

ten
t. A

lth
o

u
gh

 a certain

A
 Sign for the Tim

es

13

Th
e q

u
est fo

r m
ean

in
g an

d
 G

o
d

’s d
esign

A
s I so

u
gh

t fo
r m

ean
in

g in
 so

litu
d

e, I cam
e to

 realise th
at

m
y h

eritage w
as n

o
t to

 b
e th

e so
u

rce o
f m

y sign
ifican

ce in
life, b

u
t w

as rath
er a call to

 a n
ew

 d
estin

y. I saw
 th

at C
h

rist
h

im
self h

ad
 b

een
 an

 itin
eran

t in
 fo

reign
 lan

d
s an

d
 it w

as
o

n
 th

is fab
ric th

at G
o

d
 h

ad
 d

raw
n

 h
is d

esign
 fo

r m
e. I

b
ecam

e a C
ath

o
lic M

issio
n

ary w
ith

 an
 A

rab
 b

ackgro
u

n
d

.
Su

d
an

 an
d

 Egyp
t w

ere o
b

vio
u

s d
estin

atio
n

s. Su
d

an
 h

ad
b

een
 

a 
fo

rm
er 

B
ritish

 
C

o
lo

n
y 

an
d

 
E

gyp
t 

a 
B

ritish
P

ro
tecto

rate. A
s a jo

in
t B

ritish
 an

d
 Egyp

tian
 p

assp
o

rt h
o

ld
-

er I w
as ab

le to
 acq

u
ire m

y visas to
 th

ese co
u

n
tries w

ith
ease, w

h
ilst o

th
ers h

ad
 to

 w
ait fo

r years at a tim
e. It w

as as
if G

o
d

 h
ad

 d
esign

ed
 m

e fo
r th

e p
u

rp
o

se o
f b

ein
g sen

t in
to

th
ese Islam

ic lan
d

s.
In

 th
e p

o
p

u
lar im

agin
atio

n
, A

rab
s an

d
 M

u
slim

s are
o

ften
 seen

 as th
e sam

e th
in

g. W
h

at th
en

 co
u

ld
 b

e th
e u

se
o

f p
reach

in
g to

 M
u

slim
s o

r to
 A

rab
s? A

lth
o

u
gh

 it is tru
e

th
at Su

d
an

 an
d

 Egyp
t are Islam

ic States, th
ere are, in

 b
o

th
co

u
n

tries, sign
ifican

t C
h

ristian
 m

in
o

rities. It is o
u

r m
issio

n
b

o
th

 to
 care fo

r th
o

se C
h

ristian
s an

d
 to

 w
itn

ess to
 th

e
M

u
slim

 m
ajo

rities th
ro

u
gh

 th
e h

ealth
-care an

d
 th

e ed
u

ca-
tio

n
 w

e p
rovid

e.

P
ro

selytisin
g o

r C
o

n
versio

n
?

W
h

ile h
u

m
an

itarian
 aid

 d
o

es ad
d

ress th
e n

eed
s o

f p
eo

p
le

w
h

o
 are o

n
 th

e ed
ge o

f su
rvival, it can

n
o

t by its very n
atu

re
create a self-su

stain
in

g so
ciety. Fo

r fo
u

rteen
 years in

 Su
d

an
em

ergen
cy after em

ergen
cy o

ccu
rred

 an
d

 th
is fact d

u
g an

ever d
eep

er p
it o

f d
ep

en
d

en
ce an

d
 o

f p
overty. W

ith
 aid

 as
b

ait, state-sp
o

n
so

red
 Islam

ic p
ro

selytisin
g sp

read
 sw

iftly
th

ro
u

gh
 th

e co
u

n
try an

d
 in

d
eed

 th
ro

u
gh

o
u

t m
u

ch
 o

f su
b

-
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es. A
m

o
n

g th
ese vario

u
s gro

u
p

s I h
eard

 a freq
u

en
tly-asked

q
u

estio
n

: “A
re h

u
m

an
s created

 to
 b

e p
red

estin
ed

 an
d

 th
u

s
m

erely su
b

m
it to

 o
u

r fate, o
r d

o
 w

e in
 reality h

ave ch
o

ic-
es?”M

y m
issio

n
ary exp

erien
ce ch

an
ged

 fro
m

 tryin
g to

 p
ro

-
claim

 valu
es, in

to
 askin

g q
u

estio
n

s an
d

 h
elp

in
g th

e p
eo

p
le

I m
eet to

 reflect o
n

 th
e reality o

f o
u

r freed
o

m
 to

 m
ake

ch
o

ices in
 life. I try to

 h
elp

 th
em

 to
 co

n
sid

er th
at th

e life
w

e live to
geth

er as h
u

m
an

 b
ein

gs acq
u

ires its m
ean

in
g an

d
d

ign
ity fro

m
 th

e O
n

e w
h

o
 d

esired
 an

d
 created

 o
u

r very
b

ein
g. A

s w
e jo

u
rn

ey to
geth

er o
n

 a q
u

est to
 d

iscover th
e

p
u

rp
o

se o
f o

u
r b

ein
g, I sh

are w
h

at I b
elieve an

d
 h

ow
 I

cam
e to

 d
iscover it.

Fath
er Pau

l A
n

n
is m

ccj

A
 Sign for the Tim
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d
egree o

f b
ias exists in

 every system
 o

f ed
u

catio
n

, th
e

an
th

ro
p

o
lo

gical 
p

h
ilo

so
p

h
y 

u
n

d
erlyin

g 
a 

b
elief-system

d
eterm

in
es its o

b
jectives. In

 Islam
 th

e p
ast is seen

 as b
etter

th
an

 th
e p

resen
t - th

e A
ge o

f th
e C

alip
h

ates is th
e m

o
d

el
fo

r all govern
an

ce an
d

 th
e A

b
b

asid
 A

ge w
as th

e p
eak fo

r all
scien

ce an
d

 kn
ow

led
ge. Fo

r Islam
, o

b
ed

ien
ce an

d
 su

b
m

is-
sio

n
 to

 G
o

d
 su

p
ersed

es h
u

m
an

 w
ill o

r ch
o

ice. A
s d

em
o

c-
racy is b

ased
 o

n
 h

u
m

an
 o

p
in

io
n

, it w
ill alw

ays b
e erran

t in
co

m
p

ariso
n

 to
 d

ivin
e w

ill as exp
ressed

 in
 th

e Sh
ari’a.

B
eco

m
in

g a M
u

slim
 gu

aran
tees a p

red
estin

ed
 fu

tu
re to

b
ein

g co
u

n
ted

 am
o

n
g th

e elect. A
 tru

e M
u

slim
 is G

o
d

’s
slave (‘A

b
d

 A
llah

’), an
d

 a faith
fu

l, o
b

ed
ien

t servan
t to

 th
e

Sh
ari’a an

d
 to

 M
u

h
am

m
ad

’s P
ractices (‘Su

n
n

at al-R
asu

l -
th

e R
u

les o
f th

e M
essen

ger’). H
u

m
an

ity is p
red

estin
ed

 by
G

o
d

 to
 th

e rew
ard

 o
f Parad

ise o
r co

n
d

em
n

atio
n

 to
 H

ell.
Sin

ce Islam
 is th

e u
ltim

ate religio
n

, it ab
ro

gates w
h

at
co

m
es b

efo
re it in

 Ju
d

aism
 an

d
 in

 C
h

ristian
ity. Th

u
s th

e
Islam

ic m
issio

n
 calls all h

u
m

an
s to

 b
elieve - to

 accep
t th

is
u

ltim
ate tru

th
 o

r else b
e co

n
sign

ed
 to

 etern
al d

am
n

atio
n

.

A
 M

issio
n

 o
f C

h
o

ices
Ed

u
catio

n
 an

d
 h

u
m

an
 d

evelo
p

m
en

t in
 C

ath
o

lic an
th

ro
-

p
o

lo
gy o

n
 th

e o
th

er h
an

d
 resp

ect th
e h

u
m

an
 co

n
scien

ce,
w

ith
 all its lim

itatio
n

s, fo
r co

n
scien

ce is an
 essen

tial p
art o

f
th

e fab
ric o

f h
u

m
an

 d
ign

ity.
W

o
rkin

g in
 th

e Su
d

an
 d

u
rin

g th
e Su

d
an

ese referen
d

u
m

w
h

ich
 led

 to
 th

e b
irth

 o
f th

e R
ep

u
b

lic o
f So

u
th

 Su
d

an
(2009), 

an
d

 
th

en
 

in
 

Egyp
t 

d
u

rin
g 

th
e 

so
-called

 
‘A

rab
Sp

rin
g’ (2011), I sp

en
t m

u
ch

 tim
e listen

in
g to

 an
d

 u
n

d
er-

stan
d

in
g p

eo
p

le’s m
o

tivatio
n

s an
d

 co
n

victio
n

s. Su
d

an
ese

an
d

 Egyp
tian

s, A
rab

s an
d

 b
lack A

frican
s alike, seek ch

o
ic-

C
O

M
B

O
N

IM
ISSIO

N
A

R
IES

14

c
o
m
b
o
n
i
 b
o
o
k
 w
i
t
h
 c
o
n
t
.
  1

1
/
6
/
1
9
  1

2
:
1
0
  P

a
g
e
 2
0



3. C
h

ad
: A

t th
e H

eart o
f th

e P
eo

p
le

A
 
tiny 

group 
of 

C
hristians, 

in 
a 

predom
inantly 

M
uslim

environm
ent, are determ

ined to forge ties of friendship and
dialogue in a society that still bears the w

ounds of thirty
years of civil w

ar. Father Filippo Ivardi m
ccj tells the story on

behalf of the C
om

boni M
issionary C

om
m

unity in A
béché.

A
b

éch
é tow

n
 is o

n
 th

e ed
ge o

f th
e Sah

ara d
esert in

 Eastern
C

h
ad

. Ju
st over o

n
e p

er cen
t o

f p
eo

p
le are C

h
ristian

 –
C

ath
o

lics an
d

 P
ro

testan
ts – in

 an
 ‘o

cean
’ o

f M
u

slim
s.

W
e are th

ree C
o

m
b

o
n

i p
riests: Fath

er B
ern

ard
 fro

m
 th

e
D

em
o

cratic R
ep

u
b

lic o
f C

o
n

go
, Fath

er D
avid

 fro
m

 th
e

U
n

ited
 States, an

d
 Fath

er Filip
p

o
, fro

m
 Italy, w

h
o

 assist in
a Parish

 w
ith

 a sco
re o

f C
ath

o
lic C

o
m

m
u

n
ities sp

read
 o

u
t

over 
fo

u
r 

h
u

n
d

red
 

th
o

u
san

d
 

sq
u

are 
kilo

m
etres. 

Th
e

C
ath

o
lic C

o
m

m
u

n
ity fu

rth
est to

 th
e n

o
rth

, in
 Fad

a, is fo
u

r
h

u
n

d
red

 
an

d
 

eigh
ty 

kilo
m

etres 
fro

m
 

th
e 

o
n

e 
fu

rth
est

so
u

th
, in

 Tissi, a p
lace w

ell kn
ow

n
 in

 th
ese p

arts as th
e

m
eetin

g-p
o

in
t o

f th
ree b

o
rd

ers – C
h

ad
, Su

d
an

 an
d

 th
e

C
en

tral A
frican

 R
ep

u
b

lic – as w
ell as fo

r th
e ten

sio
n

s
b

etw
een

 th
e n

o
m

ad
ic gro

u
p

s th
at m

ove b
etw

een
 th

em
.

Th
e territo

ry is so
 vast th

at, even
 fo

u
r years after o

u
r

arrival, 
w

e 
are 

still 
d

iscoverin
g 

n
ew

 
p

laces 
an

d
, 

m
o

re
im

p
o

rtan
tly, n

ew
 C

h
ristian

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ities.
It takes d

ays o
f travellin

g to
 reach

 o
u

r C
o

m
m

u
n

ities;
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w
o

rk all to
geth

er as a team
. If an

yo
n

e leaves, o
th

ers take
over th

eir w
o

rk.
N

atu
rally th

ere is th
e tem

p
tatio

n
 fo

r p
eo

p
le n

ever to
fu

lly co
m

m
it th

em
selves sin

ce th
ey are n

ever su
re h

ow
lo

n
g th

ey w
ill b

e stayin
g o

n
. In

 resp
o

n
se w

e en
co

u
rage

p
eo

p
le to

 give o
f th

em
selves in

 th
e p

resen
t w

ith
 p

assio
n

an
d

 w
ith

o
u

t reserve. Th
e ‘fru

its’ rip
en

 w
h

en
 w

e really co
m

-
m

it o
u

rselves.
So

m
e b

eco
m

e catech
ists o

r train
ers o

f th
e yo

u
th

. So
m

e
take care o

f th
e sick an

d
 th

e im
p

riso
n

ed
. O

th
ers cu

ltivate
th

e co
m

m
u

n
ity field

, o
r act as cu

sto
d

ian
s o

f th
e ch

ap
el

lib
rary, o

r p
rep

are fo
o

d
 fo

r m
eetin

gs, co
u

rses an
d

 celeb
ra-

tio
n

s.
W

e first cam
e to

 A
b

éch
é in

 Sep
tem

b
er 2013 w

ith
 Fath

er
A

b
akar, a C

o
m

b
o

n
i p

riest fro
m

 So
u

th
 Su

d
an

, in
 an

 attem
p

t
to

 b
u

ild
 a b

rid
ge acro

ss th
e M

u
slim

 d
ivid

e an
d

 to
 acco

m
-

p
an

y th
e sm

all, iso
lated

 C
h

ristian
 C

o
m

m
u

n
ities in

 th
e

regio
n

. O
n

e h
an

d
 w

e give to
 th

e M
u

slim
s, th

e o
th

er to
 th

e
C

h
ristian

s. W
e are called

 to
 b

eco
m

e ‘salt’ an
d

 ‘ligh
t’ in

 a
co

u
n

try th
at is b

earin
g th

e w
o

u
n

d
s o

f th
irty years o

f h
atred

an
d

 w
ar. D

ivid
ed

 b
etw

een
 Islam

 an
d

 th
e W

est, w
e try to

p
ro

ceed
 w

ith
 h

o
p

e.

C
o

llab
o

ratio
n

 is o
u

r m
eth

o
d

W
e h

ave sch
o

o
ls an

d
 cu

ltu
ral cen

tres ru
n

 by C
h

ristian
s an

d
M

u
slim

s w
o

rkin
g to

geth
er. Th

ey p
rovid

e literacy classes fo
r

w
o

m
en

 an
d

 girls o
f all eth

n
ic gro

u
p

s an
d

 religio
n

s an
d

su
p

p
o

rt sm
all in

co
m

e-gen
eratin

g p
ro

jects – a sew
in

g b
u

si-
n

ess, an
 o

il p
ress an

d
 a restau

ran
t. 

A
b

ove all, w
e h

ave frien
d

ly an
d

 resp
ectfu

l d
ialo

gu
e w

ith
o

u
r n

eigh
b

o
u

rs an
d

 co
llab

o
rato

rs. W
e h

ave m
eetin

gs w
ith

A
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en
d

less kilo
m

etres an
d

 h
o

u
rs an

d
 h

o
u

rs o
f d

irt-track ro
ad

s
th

at ru
n

 b
etw

een
 th

e Sah
ara d

esert an
d

 th
e Sah

el, th
e strip

o
f lan

d
 th

at go
es acro

ss th
e co

n
tin

en
t, sep

aratin
g it fro

m
M

agh
reb

 an
d

 Su
b

-Sah
aran

 A
frica. Jo

u
rn

eys are p
h

ysically
h

ard
 n

o
t o

n
ly b

ecau
se o

f th
e jo

ltin
g over ro

u
gh

 ro
ad

s b
u

t
also

 d
u

e to
 h

avin
g rep

eated
ly to

 d
ig th

e jeep
 o

u
t o

f san
d

 o
r

p
u

sh
in

g it acro
ss rivers. W

h
en

 yo
u

 reach
 yo

u
r d

estin
atio

n
,

yo
u

 are h
o

sted
 in

 a sm
all ro

o
m

 attach
ed

 to
 th

e ch
ap

el w
ith

a sleep
in

g b
ag fo

r a b
ed

, o
r if th

ere is n
o

 ch
ap

el in
 th

e
h

o
m

e o
f a lo

cal fam
ily. W

e d
rin

k tea seated
 o

n
 a m

at an
d

talk ab
o

u
t life, th

e fam
ily an

d
 th

e C
o

m
m

u
n

ity: joys an
d

so
rrow

s, d
ream

s an
d

 setb
acks. W

e o
rgan

ise m
eetin

gs w
ith

th
e lead

ers to
 see th

e state o
f th

e co
m

m
u

n
ity. W

e visit o
u

r
p

eo
p

le in
 th

eir h
o

m
es to

 b
e clo

se to
 th

em
. W

ith
o

u
t w

ait-
in

g fo
r an

 in
vitatio

n
, w

e sim
p

ly go
 to

 w
h

ere th
ey live, co

n
-

verse, h
ave a glass o

f w
ater an

d
 p

ray, an
d

 th
en

 m
ove o

n
 to

th
e n

ext fam
ily.

Fru
its o

f th
e G

o
sp

el
A

ll o
f o

u
r C

h
ristian

s are fro
m

 th
e So

u
th

 o
f th

e co
u

n
try.

N
o

n
e o

f th
e o

rigin
al p

eo
p

le o
f th

is sacred
 M

u
slim

 lan
d

 are
C

h
ristian

 an
d

 w
e are n

o
t seekin

g to
 co

n
vert th

em
. W

e p
re-

fer to
 b

u
ild

 b
rid

ges o
f frien

d
sh

ip
, en

co
u

n
ter an

d
 co

llab
o

-
ratio

n
. W

e are w
ell aw

are th
at it is n

o
t ju

st n
u

m
b

ers th
at

b
u

ild
 u

p
 th

e K
in

gd
o

m
 o

f G
o

d
 b

u
t th

e p
assio

n
 an

d
 th

e
d

ream
s th

at w
e h

ave w
ith

in
 u

s as w
e w

o
rk am

o
n

g vario
u

s
eth

n
ic gro

u
p

s, cu
ltu

res an
d

 religio
n

s.
A

m
o

n
g o

u
r C

h
ristian

s w
e fin

d
 teach

ers, n
u

rses, d
o

cto
rs,

so
ld

iers an
d

 stu
d

en
ts as w

ell as m
an

y b
u

sin
essm

en
. Th

ey
sp

en
d

 a few
 years w

ith
 u

s an
d

 th
en

 m
ove o

n
. In

 an
 effo

rt
to

 en
su

re th
e co

n
tin

u
ity o

f o
u

r service w
e h

ave learn
ed

 to
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th
e yo

u
th

 an
d

 th
e eld

erly w
h

o
 w

ish
 to

 b
eco

m
e C

h
ristian

s,
th

ey d
irect th

e ch
o

irs an
d

 read
ers. Im

p
o

rtan
tly, th

ey co
llect

fu
n

d
s to

 b
u

ild
 ch

ap
els an

d
 fen

ces, to
 b

rin
g w

ater to
 d

iffi-
cu

lt p
laces o

r to
 b

u
ild

 h
u

ts fo
r co

m
m

u
n

ity sch
o

o
ls.

Each
 C

o
m

m
u

n
ity co

n
trib

u
tes its q

u
o

ta to
 h

elp
 w

ith
 th

e
fu

el fo
r o

u
r jeep

. W
e m

ay say th
at, little by little, w

ith
 p

rid
e

an
d

 d
ign

ity, o
u

r C
h

ristian
s are m

eetin
g th

e n
eed

s o
f th

eir
m

issio
n

aries. Th
ey are also

 very h
ap

py to
 su

p
p

o
rt th

eir
C

o
m

m
u

n
ities. In

 th
e p

ast, everyth
in

g w
as p

rovid
ed

 fro
m

o
u

tsid
e an

d
 th

is created
 an

 attitu
d

e o
f d

ep
en

d
en

cy rath
er

th
an

 o
f self-relian

ce. N
ow

, m
u

ch
 is p

rovid
ed

 fro
m

 w
ith

in
,

an
d

 p
eo

p
le are p

ro
u

d
 o

f th
e fact th

at th
ey b

egin
n

in
g to

stan
d

 o
n

 th
eir ow

n
 tw

o
 feet.

O
u

r C
o

m
m

u
n

ities are n
o

t co
m

p
o

sed
 o

f p
eo

p
le w

h
o

ju
st stan

d
 aro

u
n

d
 like sp

ectato
rs: th

e ‘Ju
stice an

d
 Peace

C
o

m
m

ittee’ o
f A

b
éch

é is d
o

in
g everyth

in
g it can

 to
 resto

re
d

ign
ity to

 th
e yo

u
n

g ch
ild

-sh
ep

h
erd

s w
h

o
 lo

o
k after flo

cks
o

f go
ats, cam

els an
d

 cow
s in

 th
e su

rro
u

n
d

in
g arid

 w
astes.

Th
ese are th

e slaves o
f th

e 21st C
en

tu
ry, sto

len
 fro

m
 th

eir
fam

ilies in
 th

e So
u

th
 to

 p
rovid

e p
restige to

 th
e p

ow
erfu

l in
a co

u
n

try w
h

ere th
o

se w
ith

 th
e b

iggest h
erd

s are co
n

sid
-

ered
 th

e m
o

st im
p

o
rtan

t in
 so

ciety.
In

 C
h

ad
, traffickers o

f ch
ild

ren
 an

d
 m

igran
ts go

in
g to

Libya h
ave b

een
 arrested

. W
e w

atch
 th

e slave ro
u

tes an
d

rescu
e ch

ild
ren

 w
h

o
 escap

e fro
m

 th
eir to

rm
en

to
rs an

d
resto

re th
em

 to
 th

eir fam
ilies. W

e o
rgan

ise aw
aren

ess m
eet-

in
gs an

d
 en

d
eavo

u
r to

 let p
eo

p
le kn

ow
 th

eir righ
ts.

C
aritas h

as taken
 over th

e service o
f p

rayer an
d

 acco
m

-
p

an
im

en
t fo

r p
riso

n
ers an

d
 fam

ilies in
 greatest d

ifficu
lty,

th
e sm

all in
co

m
e-gen

eratin
g p

ro
jects an

d
 th

e literacy class-
es fo

r w
o

m
en

. W
e w

an
t to

 acco
m

p
an

y th
e d

isab
led

 to
 m

eet

A
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religio
u

s au
th

o
rities o

n
 festive o

ccasio
n

s an
d

 can
 celeb

rate
th

e reality o
f yo

u
n

g C
h

ristian
s an

d
 M

u
slim

s livin
g alo

n
g-

sid
e o

n
e an

o
th

er in
 p

eace. 
A

ll o
f th

is is p
o

ssib
le w

h
en

 th
e C

h
ristian

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ities
are acco

m
p

an
ied

 an
d

 en
co

u
raged

 to
 see in

ter-religio
u

s
en

co
u

n
ter as an

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity fo
r grow

th
 an

d
 d

evelo
p

m
en

t,
b

o
th

 o
f th

e in
d

ivid
u

al an
d

 o
f th

e co
m

m
u

n
ity. It also

req
u

ires co
n

fid
en

ce in
 G

o
d

: co
n

fid
en

ce an
d

 th
e p

rayer o
f

o
th

ers th
at m

oves u
s to

 p
ray. Th

is is w
h

y w
e give o

u
rselves

to
 reach

in
g C

h
ristian

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ities n
o

 m
atter w

h
ere th

ey
are an

d
 h

elp
 to

 train
 th

eir lead
ers. W

h
en

 th
ey are w

ell
train

ed
 an

d
 acco

m
p

an
ied

, lay p
eo

p
le carry o

u
t w

o
n

d
erfu

l
w

o
rk in

 catech
esis, p

ara-litu
rgies, th

e fo
rm

atio
n

 o
f yo

u
th

,
th

e d
evelo

p
m

en
t o

f sch
o

o
ls, su

stain
in

g o
f cu

ltu
ral cen

tres,
in

itiatin
g o

f ‘Ju
stice an

d
 Peace C

o
m

m
ittees’ an

d
 u

n
d

ertak-
in

g d
ialo

gu
e w

ith
 Islam

.

G
azin

g at th
e o

n
e G

o
d

 
W

h
en

 w
e cam

e h
ere in

 2013, w
e w

ere very carefu
l to

 get to
kn

ow
 w

h
at G

o
d

 h
ad

 d
o

n
e th

ro
u

gh
 th

e Jesu
it M

issio
n

aries
w

h
o

 h
ad

 b
een

 th
ere fo

r th
e p

ast sixty years, an
d

 esp
ecially

th
ro

u
gh

 th
e lay p

eo
p

le w
h

o
, in

 very d
ifficu

lt p
laces, live

o
u

t th
eir co

n
fid

en
ce in

 G
o

d
 an

d
 o

rgan
ise th

em
selves in

to
vivacio

u
s an

d
 co

u
rageo

u
s faith

 co
m

m
u

n
ities. A

ll o
f th

em
n

eed
 to

 b
e visited

 an
d

 su
p

p
o

rted
 so

 as to
 feel p

art o
f a fam

-
ily. D

esp
ite th

e d
istan

ces an
d

 th
e d

esert, w
e are th

e ‘Peo
p

le
o

f G
o

d
’, o

n
 a jo

u
rn

ey, faced
 w

ith
 th

e great ch
allen

ge o
f tak-

in
g o

u
r C

h
u

rch
 fo

rw
ard

 at all levels. It is th
e lay p

eo
p

le
w

h
o

 o
rgan

ise th
e C

o
m

m
u

n
ities th

ro
u

gh
 m

eetin
gs an

d
gro

u
p

s o
f lead

ers. It is th
ey w

h
o

 o
rgan

ise Su
n

d
ay p

rayer
an

d
, in

 so
m

e C
o

m
m

u
n

ities, d
aily p

rayer. Th
ey fo

llow
 u

p
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4. K
en

ya: Th
e M

issio
n

ary D
ow

ser

H
e explores the sun-scorched savannah w

ith a w
ooden stick

in his hand. Silently, he listens for the vibrations of w
ater.

H
e is an Italian C

om
boni M

issionary diviner w
ho, for thirty-

five years, has sought the life that flow
s beneath the ground.

H
e m

oves slow
ly w

ith
 h

is fo
rked

 stick in
 h

is h
an

d
s, h

e
sto

p
s, m

oves o
n

 again
 as it is n

o
t easy to

 ach
ieve h

arm
o

n
y

w
ith

 th
e vib

ratio
n

s o
f w

ater. In
 th

e arid
 w

astes o
f Tu

rkan
a

in
 N

o
rth

ern
 K

en
ya, th

e su
n

 is alread
y h

igh
 in

 th
e sky.

B
ro

th
er D

ario
 w

ears sh
o

rts an
d

 a t-sh
irt w

ith
 a su

n
 h

at o
n

h
is h

ead
 an

d
 a p

air o
f w

ell-w
o

rn
 san

d
als o

n
 h

is feet. A
t last

th
e stick b

egin
s to

 vib
rate. H

e sm
iles. Th

at is w
h

ere th
ey

m
u

st d
rill. H

e is q
u

ite certain
. Th

ere is p
len

ty o
f w

ater h
ere.

Th
is year, th

e d
ro

u
gh

t affectin
g K

en
ya co

u
ld

 b
eco

m
e a

h
u

m
an

itarian
 d

isaster. Th
e sh

o
rtage o

f rain
fall h

as sp
arked

ep
iso

d
es o

f vio
len

ce b
etw

een
 th

e gro
u

p
s o

f n
o

m
ad

ic p
as-

to
ralists w

h
o

 seek to
 access an

d
 co

n
tro

l th
e m

eagre so
u

rces
o

f w
ater w

h
ich

 are essen
tial fo

r h
u

m
an

 su
rvival as w

ell as
th

at o
f th

eir h
erd

s o
f go

ats, cattle an
d

 cam
els. Th

e em
er-

gen
cy 

is 
also

 
affectin

g 
o

th
er 

co
u

n
tries 

in
 

th
e 

area.
A

cco
rd

in
g to

 th
e R

ed
 C

ro
ss, th

irteen
 m

illio
n

 p
eo

p
le are in

im
m

ed
iate n

eed
 o

f h
u

m
an

itarian
 aid

.
B

ro
th

er D
ario

 Lau
ren

cig, sixty-six years o
f age an

d
 fro

m
Friu

li in
 N

o
rth

ern
 Italy, is w

ell aw
are o

f w
h

at d
ro

u
gh

t

A
 Sign for the Tim

es
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th
eir th

irst fo
r kn

ow
led

ge an
d

 th
eir search

 fo
r d

ign
ity. In

 all
th

is w
e h

ave at h
eart th

e d
ream

 o
f len

d
in

g a h
an

d
 to

 th
e

fallen
, to

 h
elp

 th
em

 to
 th

eir feet again
.

Th
e R

ew
n

o
d

ji W
o

m
en

 (‘G
o

o
d

 Jo
u

rn
ey W

o
m

en
’) h

ave
o

rgan
ised

 a b
an

k o
f cereal seed

s to
 resp

o
n

d
 to

 th
e tim

es o
f

d
ro

u
gh

t, an
d

 also
 a co

u
rse o

f p
ro

fessio
n

al train
in

g fo
r th

e
yo

u
th

: in
fo

rm
atio

n
 tech

n
o

lo
gy, electricity an

d
 m

ech
an

ics.
In

 th
is w

ay, in
 Eastern

 C
h

ad
 th

e G
o

sp
el sits w

ell w
ith

th
e sm

all C
h

ristian
 C

o
m

m
u

n
ities an

d
 th

e en
co

u
n

ter w
ith

Islam
. It is a m

atter o
f th

e ‘faces’ an
d

 th
e ‘sto

ries’ o
f p

eo
p

le
w

h
o

 tru
ly w

an
t to

 tu
rn

 a n
ew

 p
age, to

 leave b
eh

in
d

 w
ar an

d
d

ivisio
n

 an
d

 to
 o

p
en

 a n
ew

 era o
f p

eacefu
l co

-existen
ce:

th
e tru

e ch
allen

ge fo
r C

h
ad

 n
ow

 an
d

 fo
r th

e fu
tu

re.

Fath
er Filip

p
o

 Ivard
i m

ccj
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atio
n

. C
o

n
tin

u
al attacks by govern

m
en

t an
d

 reb
el tro

o
p

s
h

ave cau
sed

 m
o

re th
an

 th
ree m

illio
n

 p
eo

p
le to

 flee. M
an

y
h

ad
 to

 seek refu
ge in

 n
earby co

u
n

tries in
clu

d
in

g K
en

ya. In
Ju

b
a, th

e cap
ital, th

ere are n
o

 su
p

p
lies to

 b
e fo

u
n

d
 an

d
w

h
en

 th
ere are, p

rices are extrem
ely exp

en
sive. Th

ere are
lo

n
g q

u
eu

es o
f p

eo
p

le w
aitin

g to
 b

u
y fu

el fo
r veh

icles an
d

th
e ro

ad
s are alm

o
st em

p
ty. M

o
st o

f th
e sh

o
p

s are clo
sed

.
O

n
ly a few

 p
eo

p
le take th

e risk o
f trad

in
g, fo

r fear o
f b

ein
g

ro
b

b
ed

 by th
e d

ifferen
t arm

ies an
d

 p
lacin

g th
eir lives in

d
an

ger. Th
e few

 w
o

rkers still th
ere are m

o
stly im

m
igran

ts
sin

ce th
e lo

cals h
ave b

een
 co

m
p

elled
 to

 jo
in

 th
e arm

y, an
d

th
ey take th

in
gs very calm

ly. H
ow

ever, w
e su

cceed
ed

 in
d

rillin
g th

ree w
ells an

d
 in

d
icatin

g fo
u

r p
laces to

 d
rill m

o
re.

U
n

fo
rtu

n
ately, th

e o
n

ly co
m

p
an

y still p
resen

t in
 th

e cap
i-

tal city (th
e o

th
ers h

ave fled
) h

as n
o

 fu
el to

 carry o
u

t th
e

w
o

rk”.
B

ack in
 K

en
ya, h

e alread
y h

ad
 a car at th

e airp
o

rt w
ait-

in
g to

 take h
im

 to
 lo

o
k fo

r m
o

re w
ater. “I h

ave so
 m

an
y

req
u

ests – B
ro

th
er D

ario
 co

n
tin

u
es – th

at I can
 n

o
 lo

n
ger

carry o
u

t m
y ow

n
 w

o
rk. O

n
 th

e o
th

er h
an

d
, w

ater is essen
-

tial fo
r life an

d
 I b

elieve it takes p
rio

rity over o
th

er co
m

-
m

itm
en

ts. D
u

e to
 th

e d
ro

u
gh

t, w
e h

ave to
 in

crease o
u

r
w

o
rk th

is year”.
O

ver th
e years, B

ro
th

er D
ario

 h
as seen

 h
is w

o
rk reco

g-
n

ised
 by m

an
y N

G
O

s, h
yd

ro
lo

gists an
d

 vario
u

s d
rillin

g
co

m
p

an
ies. “In

 reality, as a m
issio

n
ary, I am

 m
o

re th
an

h
ap

py to
 see th

e joy o
n

 th
e faces o

f th
e p

eo
p

le w
h

en
 w

ater
starts to

 flow
. W

ater is life. I rem
em

b
er o

n
e p

lace w
est o

f
Lo

d
w

ar in
 Tu

rkan
a. Th

ere, fifty m
etres d

ow
n

, I fo
u

n
d

w
ater. So

o
n

 after, th
e w

ell w
as d

rilled
, an

d
 it ch

an
ged

 th
e

lives o
f th

ree h
u

n
d

red
 p

eo
p

le. Th
e in

h
ab

itan
ts o

f th
e area

A
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m
ean

s. H
e still rem

em
b

ers to
d

ay h
ow

 h
is w

o
rk o

f w
ater

d
ivin

in
g 

b
egan

 
in

 
1982, 

after 
a 

terrib
le 

d
ro

u
gh

t 
h

ad
b

ro
u

gh
t th

e lo
cal p

o
p

u
latio

n
 to

 its kn
ees in

 W
estern

 K
en

ya.
W

h
en

 th
e h

u
m

an
itarian

 em
ergen

cy w
as over an

d
 th

e aid
h

ad
 b

een
 d

istrib
u

ted
, B

ro
th

er D
ario

 d
ecid

ed
 to

 d
o

 w
h

at h
e

co
u

ld
 so

 th
at a sh

o
rtage o

f w
ater w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t cau

se su
ch

 d
ev-

astatio
n

 again
 in

 th
e fu

tu
re.

“I d
id

 n
o

t kn
ow

 h
ow

 to
 co

m
b

at d
ro

u
gh

t. W
ells w

ere
n

eed
ed

. I h
ad

 n
o

t stu
d

ied
 geo

lo
gy an

d
 I w

as n
o

 h
yd

ro
lo

-
gist”, th

e m
issio

n
ary reco

u
n

ts, “H
ow

ever, I rem
em

b
ered

h
avin

g seen
, w

h
en

 I w
as yo

u
n

g, a sh
ep

h
erd

 in
 th

e m
o

u
n

-
tain

s at h
o

m
e lo

o
kin

g fo
r w

ater u
sin

g a fo
rked

 stick. I
th

o
u

gh
t it b

est to
 gath

er so
m

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
u

t w
ater

d
ivin

in
g an

d
 I b

egan
 to

 p
ractice it. I m

u
st co

n
fess th

at I felt
stran

ge w
ith

 th
at stick in

 m
y h

an
d

s. B
u

t grad
u

ally I realised
I w

as d
evelo

p
in

g a sen
sitivity th

at h
elp

ed
 m

e fin
d

 u
n

d
er-

gro
u

n
d

 stream
s”.

W
ater is essen

tial fo
r life

Th
irty-five years h

ave go
n

e by sin
ce h

e first fo
u

n
d

 w
ater.

N
ow

 h
e can

 claim
 to

 h
ave p

rovid
ed

 over th
ree h

u
n

d
red

w
ells in

 N
o

rth
ern

 K
en

ya. H
e recen

tly visited
 Su

d
an

. “Th
ere

is an
 em

ergen
cy situ

atio
n

 th
ere. A

lread
y last year I w

as
asked

 tw
ice to

 go
 th

ere to
 lo

o
k fo

r w
ater. I d

id
 n

o
t go

b
ecau

se o
f th

e civil w
ar. Th

e p
revio

u
s year I h

ad
 go

n
e th

ere
to

 d
rill a w

ell an
d

 set u
p

 a so
lar p

u
m

p
. W

h
en

 I w
as fin

-
ish

ed
, th

e reb
els d

id
 n

o
t w

an
t to

 let m
e leave. Th

e U
n

ited
N

atio
n

s h
ad

 to
 in

terven
e to

 evacu
ate m

e o
u

t o
f th

ere by
p

lan
e.” 

“Th
is year I co

u
ld

 n
o

t refu
se to

 go
 b

ecau
se th

ere is a b
ad

d
ro

u
gh

t in
 th

e w
h

o
le o

f East A
frica. I fo

u
n

d
 a ch

ao
tic situ

-
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5. Su
d

an
: A

 G
lass o

f W
ater fo

r th
e K

afir

Just asking for a glass of w
ater in a D

arfur refugee cam
p

becam
e a source of fruitful dialogue betw

een a C
atholic and

a M
uslim

. A
 C

om
boni M

issionary from
 Portugal, w

ho has
been 

living 
in 

D
arfur 

for 
over 

tw
enty 

years, 
shares 

his
experience.

A
s h

as b
een

 h
ap

p
en

in
g every m

o
n

th
 fo

r m
an

y years, o
n

 th
e

last Frid
ay th

e ch
ild

ren
 leave th

eir villages to
 co

m
e to

 th
e

ch
u

rch
 at th

e M
issio

n
 o

f N
yala. Th

ere are m
o

re th
an

 200.
It seem

s th
at th

e secu
rity co

n
d

itio
n

s to
d

ay m
ake th

em
b

elieve it w
ill b

e a d
ay w

ith
o

u
t d

an
ger o

f attacks fro
m

 th
e

arm
ed

 m
ilitia, th

e Jan
jaw

eed
.

Th
e ch

ild
ren

 h
ave b

een
 arrivin

g sin
ce th

e early h
o

u
rs o

f
th

e m
o

rn
in

g. Th
is d

ay, kn
ow

n
 in

 th
e Parish

 as Yom
m

aftooh,
is d

ed
icated

 to
 vario

u
s religio

u
s, cu

ltu
ral an

d
 recreatio

n
al

activities in
 w

h
ich

 ch
ild

ren
 b

etw
een

 five an
d

 ten
 years o

f
age are b

o
th

 acto
rs an

d
 sp

ectato
rs. It is o

n
e o

f th
e w

ays to
su

stain
 

th
e 

C
h

ristian
 

Faith
 

in
 

th
e 

Su
d

an
 

w
h

ere 
th

e
Fo

llow
ers o

f Jesu
s are ju

st five p
er cen

t o
f th

e p
o

p
u

latio
n

.
Yom

 m
aftooh

is alw
ays a great d

ay fo
r th

e ch
ild

ren
, b

u
t

also
 stirs all in

 th
e Parish

, p
articu

larly th
e yo

u
th

 w
h

o
 are in

ch
arge o

f p
rep

arin
g an

d
 an

im
atin

g th
e vario

u
s activities.

Th
e first m

eetin
g o

f th
e d

ay started
 as I w

as leavin
g. I

w
as p

lan
n

in
g to

 visit an
 ‘In

tern
al D

isp
laced

 Perso
n

s’ (ID
P

)
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n
o

 lo
n

ger h
ad

 to
 d

ig w
ith

 th
eir h

an
d

s in
 d

ried
-u

p
 river

b
ed

s. Th
ey n

o
 lo

n
ger h

ad
 to

 w
alk fo

r ten
s o

f kilo
m

etres
u

n
d

er th
e b

u
rn

in
g su

n
 to

 reach
 a w

ell. A
n

d
, even

 m
o

re
im

p
o

rtan
tly, 

th
ey 

n
o

 
lo

n
ger 

h
ad

 
to

 
figh

t 
over 

w
ater”.

B
ro

th
er D

ario
 n

o
tes a sm

all cam
el co

m
in

g to
 d

rin
k at th

e
w

ell. “G
o

d
 h

as given
 m

e th
is sp

ecial sen
sitivity o

f fin
d

in
g

th
e life th

at flow
s u

n
d

ergro
u

n
d

”. H
e h

as sp
en

t m
o

re th
an

fo
rty-tw

o
 years o

n
 A

frican
 so

il. A
 life to

 give life by givin
g

th
at m

o
st p

recio
u

s o
f co

m
m

o
d

ities, w
ater.

Fath
er C

arm
in

e C
u

rci m
ccj
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th
e m

ajestic Islam
ic religio

n
. Sin

ce th
en

, it b
ecam

e clear
th

at all o
th

er religio
n

s, th
o

se w
h

ich
 cam

e b
efo

re an
d

 th
o

se
th

at m
ay co

m
e after, are n

o
t fit fo

r th
e tru

e w
o

rsh
ip

 o
f th

e
A

lm
igh

ty an
d

 A
ll-p

ow
erfu

l”.
“H

ere w
as a h

u
m

an
 b

ein
g d

eep
ly co

n
vin

ced
 o

f h
is

Islam
ic religio

n
 w

h
o

se w
o

rd
s co

n
trast w

ith
 m

y C
h

ristian
faith

”, I th
o

u
gh

t to
 m

yself. “In
 sp

ite o
f th

at, I d
id

n
’t p

er-
ceive in

 h
im

 a p
ro

selytisin
g o

r extrem
ist attitu

d
e. M

y in
cli-

n
atio

n
 w

as n
o

t o
n

ly to
 sh

ow
 h

im
 m

y resp
ect, b

u
t also

 give
th

an
ks to

 G
o

d
 fo

r th
e p

eace an
d

 seren
ity I w

as exp
erien

c-
in

g at th
at m

o
m

en
t in

 th
at p

lace. I w
as u

n
d

o
u

b
ted

ly in
fro

n
t o

f a go
o

d
-h

earted
 m

an
”.

“I w
as fo

rgettin
g”, th

e m
an

 ad
d

ed
 w

h
ile reach

in
g o

u
t to

a large alu
m

in
iu

m
 m

u
g at th

e en
d

 o
f th

e co
u

n
ter, “w

e h
ave

n
o

 b
o

ttled
 w

ater. I o
n

ly h
ave a zeer

(‘earth
en

w
are p

o
t’),

w
h

ich
 keep

s th
e w

ater fresh
 …

 b
u

t I also
 h

ave ice, b
ecau

se
th

ese su
m

m
er d

ays are very h
o

t”. H
e d

isap
p

eared
 to

 em
erge

after a few
 seco

n
d

s w
ith

 th
e m

u
g alm

o
st fu

ll o
f w

ater, in
w

h
ich

 h
e d

ro
p

p
ed

 tw
o

 p
ieces o

f ice an
d

 o
ffered

 it to
 m

e.
“Shukran

(‘Th
an

ks!’)”, I said
 as I to

o
k th

e m
u

g. Th
en

 h
e

resu
m

ed
 

th
e 

co
n

versatio
n

: 
“In

 
th

e 
K

halw
a

(Q
u

r’an
ic

Sch
o

o
l), w

e learn
 th

in
gs w

h
ich

 later in
 life w

h
en

 w
e fin

d
so

m
eo

n
e w

h
o

 is n
o

t a M
u

slim
, w

e rep
eat to

o
 easily an

d
w

ith
o

u
t th

in
kin

g – as th
at w

o
rd

 yo
u

 h
eard

 fro
m

 m
y m

o
u

th
earlier, K

afir”, h
e said

 in
 a so

rt o
f ap

o
lo

gy. I to
ld

 h
im

 n
o

t
to

 w
o

rry b
ecau

se I h
ad

n
’t taken

 it as an
 o

ffen
ce.

“B
y th

e w
ay, I’m

 so
rry! I h

aven
’t yet in

tro
d

u
ced

 m
yself:

m
y n

am
e is A

b
d

allah
 an

d
 I am

 fro
m

 B
u

lb
u

l, a village so
m

e
sixty kilo

m
etres fro

m
 h

ere. Th
ere w

as n
o

 h
u

n
ger th

ere; it
w

as en
o

u
gh

 to
 sow

 an
d

 till th
e lan

d
 d

u
rin

g th
e K

hareef
(‘rain

y seaso
n

’), an
d

 w
e h

ad
 fo

o
d

 fo
r th

e w
h

o
le fam

ily -

A
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C
am

p
 n

o
t far fro

m
 N

yala. In
 less th

an
 a q

u
arter o

f an
 h

o
u

r,
a Toyo

ta C
o

m
b

i, th
e city’s p

u
b

lic tran
sp

o
rt, left m

e a kilo
-

m
etre aw

ay fro
m

 th
e ID

P
 C

am
p

 o
f D

reije w
h

ere ab
o

u
t

eigh
ty th

o
u

san
d

 p
eo

p
le are tryin

g to
 su

rvive. Th
ere are

m
o

re th
an

 o
n

e h
u

n
d

red
 su

ch
 cam

p
s scattered

 acro
ss th

e
D

arfu
r R

egio
n

 in
 W

estern
 Su

d
an

, an
 area ap

p
ro

xim
ately

th
e size o

f Sp
ain

.

Peace b
e w

ith
 yo

u
Th

e d
ay w

as very h
o

t an
d

 d
ry. Passin

g by th
e first sh

o
p

 I
cam

e to
, I asked

 fo
r a b

o
ttle o

f w
ater. “W

e sell o
n

ly glasses
o

f w
ater”, said

 th
e ch

ild
 sh

eep
ish

ly o
n

 th
e o

th
er sid

e o
f th

e
co

u
n

ter. “K
afir

(‘U
n

b
eliever’)”, I h

eard
 so

m
eo

n
e m

u
tterin

g.
A

lth
o

u
gh

 I co
u

ld
n

’t see th
e p

erso
n

 w
h

o
 u

ttered
 th

e w
o

rd
,

h
e clearly w

asn
’t far fro

m
 m

e. It w
as w

ith
o

u
t d

o
u

b
t m

ean
t

to
 b

e an
 in

su
lt, b

u
t I th

o
u

gh
t to

 take it o
th

erw
ise. I calm

ly
lo

o
ked

 aro
u

n
d

 an
d

 asked
: “K

afir? W
h

ere is h
e?” A

 m
an

im
m

ed
iately ap

p
eared

, gettin
g o

u
t o

f th
e A

ngareb, th
e typ

-
ical Su

d
an

ese h
am

m
o

ck m
ad

e o
f sisal ro

p
es. A

fter th
e

u
su

al A
ssalam

u A
laikum

greetin
g (‘Peace b

e w
ith

 yo
u

’), I
to

ld
 h

im
 p

o
litely th

at I h
ad

 a co
rrectio

n
 to

 m
ake: “I’m

 n
o

t
a K

afir; I b
elieve in

 A
llah

 (G
o

d
) w

h
o

 loves u
s all eq

u
ally. I

p
ray an

d
 ask A

llah
 to

 b
less yo

u
 an

d
 yo

u
r h

o
u

seh
o

ld
”.

Th
e m

an
 b

eh
in

d
 th

e co
u

n
ter lo

o
ked

 in
to

 m
y eyes w

h
ile

h
is b

eard
ed

 face acq
u

ired
 a grave exp

ressio
n

: “R
em

em
b

er,
K

haw
aja

(‘Fo
reign

er’), th
at if yo

u
 h

ad
 m

et an
o

th
er M

u
slim

in
stead

 o
f m

e, yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 h
ave b

een
 kicked

 o
u

t o
f h

ere.
H

ow
ever, fo

r m
y p

art, let m
e tell yo

u
 w

h
at is essen

tial fo
r

u
s w

h
o

 fo
llow

 th
e Islam

ic religio
n

. A
llah

 sen
t M

u
h

am
m

ad
to

 th
is earth

. It w
as th

ro
u

gh
 th

is d
istin

gu
ish

ed
 A

rab
ic m

es-
sen

ger th
at th

e w
o

rld
 h

as kn
ow

n
 o

r w
ill o

n
e d

ay em
b

race
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th
at D

arfu
r h

as b
eco

m
e, o

n
 th

e w
o

rld
 m

ap
, a d

ark sp
o

t
w

h
ere th

ere is n
o

 secu
rity b

u
t I h

o
p

e th
at m

y sto
ry w

ill n
o

t
en

d
 h

ere”.

C
o

m
e again

Th
e lo

u
d

sp
eakers o

f th
e n

earest m
o

sq
u

e th
u

n
d

ered
. Th

e
p

ro
clam

atio
n

 o
f th

e A
zan, th

e call to
 p

rayer, m
ajestically

su
n

g by th
e M

u
ezzin

 calls to
 th

e h
eaven

s an
d

 p
en

etrates
th

e sp
ace aro

u
n

d
: “A

llahu A
kbar

(‘G
o

d
 is great’)”.

It is Frid
ay. I see so

m
e m

en
 w

earin
g th

e w
h

ite Jalabia
w

alkin
g tow

ard
s th

e tem
p

le. Fro
m

 th
e sh

o
p

’s in
terio

r, a
w

o
m

an
 ap

p
ears w

ith
 th

e Ibreek
(a sm

all, p
lastic w

aterin
g

can
); sh

e p
u

ts it o
n

 th
e b

o
tto

m
 sh

elf an
d

 starts clearin
g th

e
co

u
n

ter. Sh
e seem

ed
 to

 b
e a very reso

u
rcefu

l lad
y an

d
 fu

ll
o

f en
ergy. Sh

e is acco
m

p
an

ied
 by a little b

oy w
h

o
m

 sh
e

h
elp

s p
u

t o
n

 th
e Sirw

al
(th

e w
h

ite p
an

ts th
at are w

o
rn

u
n

d
er th

e Jalabia) an
d

 teach
es h

im
 h

ow
 to

 tie th
e co

rd
aro

u
n

d
 h

is w
aist. Th

e sm
all sh

o
p

 is clo
sin

g. It is th
e w

eek-
ly M

u
slim

 h
o

lid
ay.

I n
o

tice th
at A

b
d

allah
, h

avin
g ro

lled
 u

p
 th

e typ
ical lo

n
g

sleeves o
f th

e Jalabia
to

 th
e sh

o
u

ld
ers, is n

ow
 d

o
in

g h
is

ab
lu

tio
n

, th
at is, th

e ritu
al w

ash
in

g b
efo

re p
rayer. H

e h
o

ld
s

th
e Ibreek

in
 o

n
e h

an
d

 an
d

 p
o

u
rs w

ater o
n

 th
e cu

rved
 p

alm
o

f th
e o

th
er h

an
d

 w
h

ich
 h

e gen
tly lifts u

p
 a b

it ab
ove th

e
elb

ow
. W

ith
o

u
t in

terru
p

tin
g th

e ritu
al ab

lu
tio

n
, th

e faith
-

fu
l M

u
slim

 tells m
e: “M

y frien
d

 K
haw

aja, I am
 n

o
t sen

d
in

g
yo

u
 aw

ay b
u

t th
e M

u
ezzin

 h
as alread

y called
 fo

r p
rayer”.

I d
id

n
’t even

 let h
im

 fin
ish

 talkin
g, “La sam

ah A
llah

(‘G
o

d
 fo

rb
id

!’). It sh
o

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e b

ecau
se o

f m
e th

at yo
u

arrive late to
 th

e ap
p

o
in

tm
en

t o
f p

rayer in
 th

e m
o

sq
u

e”.
Takin

g so
m

e co
in

s in
 m

y h
an

d
, I co

n
tin

u
ed

 h
astily, “I d

o
n

’t

A
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u
n

til o
n

e d
ay, seven

 years ago
, th

e Jan
jaw

eed
 cam

e. Th
ey

d
estroyed

, killed
, an

d
 b

u
rn

ed
 everyth

in
g. Tw

o
 o

f m
y ch

il-
d

ren
 d

isap
p

eared
 in

 th
at b

lo
o

d
y an

d
 d

iab
o

lical attack”.
A

b
d

allah
 p

au
sed

 b
riefly, tryin

g to
 co

n
tro

l h
is em

o
tio

n
,

an
d

 after a w
h

ile co
n

tin
u

ed
: “I im

agin
ed

 m
y ch

ild
ren

 as
fu

gitives an
d

 th
en

 w
an

d
erers lo

o
kin

g fo
r b

read
 an

d
 secu

ri-
ty, h

o
p

in
g fo

r th
e h

ap
py o

ccasio
n

 to
 m

eet th
em

 again
.

A
fter a few

 m
o

n
th

s, h
ow

ever, w
e h

ad
 to

 su
rren

d
er to

 th
e

sad
 reality th

at th
ey w

ere o
f th

is w
o

rld
 n

o
 lo

n
ger. Th

e p
ain

is even
 greater w

h
en

 w
e can

’t b
u

ry o
u

r d
eceased

 o
n

es. W
e,

th
e su

rvivo
rs o

f B
u

lb
u

l, cam
e slow

ly, cam
p

in
g h

ere an
d

th
ere, u

n
til w

e reach
ed

 th
e large ID

P
 C

am
p

s o
n

 th
e o

u
t-

skirts o
f N

yala. In
 th

e b
egin

n
in

g, I stayed
 w

ith
 m

y fam
ily

in
 Salam

 b
u

t a year later I m
oved

 to
 th

is p
lace, w

h
ere I

kn
ew

 m
o

st p
eo

p
le o

f m
y clan

 w
ere livin

g. H
ere, it is easier

to
 get to

geth
er – to

 rem
em

b
er an

d
 relive th

e p
ast”.

“Is th
ere a p

u
rp

o
se in

 rem
em

b
erin

g sad
 th

in
gs?”, I

d
ared

 to
 in

terru
p

t. “Yes, th
ere is – in

 rem
em

b
erin

g o
u

r
d

ead
 an

d
 b

rin
gin

g to
 m

in
d

 th
e d

estru
ctio

n
, th

e fires an
d

th
e p

lu
n

d
er o

f all o
u

r p
ro

p
erty”, h

e an
sw

ered
. “D

o
 yo

u
th

in
k w

e sh
o

u
ld

 fo
rget th

e w
o

m
en

 an
d

 girls w
h

o
m

 th
e

Jan
jaw

eed
 ab

u
sed

 an
d

 sh
o

t so
o

n
 after, leavin

g th
em

 in
 a

p
o

o
l o

f b
lo

o
d

? Th
o

se w
h

o
 fo

rget, n
o

 lo
n

ger live; th
ey are

as go
o

d
 as d

ead
. O

n
 th

e co
n

trary, recallin
g it allow

s u
s to

live an
d

 gain
 n

ew
 en

ergy to
 figh

t fo
r life”, h

e asserted
 firm

-
ly.

A
b

d
allah

 co
n

tin
u

ed
: “So

m
e o

f m
y d

isp
laced

 frien
d

s an
d

n
eigh

b
o

u
rs w

h
o

m
 I cam

e to
 kn

ow
 in

 th
ese years h

ave
alread

y lo
st h

o
p

e o
f retu

rn
in

g to
 th

eir villages o
f o

rigin
. A

s
fo

r m
e, I’m

 still n
o

t co
n

vin
ced

 th
at I am

 a d
isp

laced
 p

erso
n

an
d

 I d
o

n
’t like th

at lab
el b

ein
g ap

p
lied

 to
 m

e. It is tru
e
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6. Th
e D

em
o

cratic R
ep

u
b

lic o
f C

o
n

go
: M

issio
n

in
 th

e Fo
rest

M
exican C

om
boni M

issionary B
rother Juan C

arlos Salgado
is a m

edical doctor and has been w
orking in A

frica for the
past sixteen years. W

e asked him
 to share his experience w

ith
us.

I am
 w

o
rkin

g in
 a M

issio
n

 H
o

sp
ital in

 M
u

n
gb

ere in
 th

e
D

em
o

cratic R
ep

u
b

lic o
f C

o
n

go
. M

an
y p

eo
p

le co
m

e to
 u

s
fro

m
 far aw

ay p
laces, even

 th
o

u
gh

 M
u

n
gb

ere can
 o

n
ly b

e
reach

ed
 by m

o
to

rcycle o
r by sm

all airp
lan

es. M
o

st p
atien

ts
arrive by m

o
to

rcycle. Th
e m

o
st co

m
m

o
n

 m
ed

ical co
n

d
i-

tio
n

s n
eed

in
g atten

tio
n

 are m
alaria, d

ysen
tery, fractu

res,
A

ID
S an

d
 resp

irato
ry p

ro
b

lem
s. W

e h
ave a to

tal o
f five d

o
c-

to
rs – tw

o
 C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

aries, tw
o

 lo
cal C

o
n

go
lese

d
o

cto
rs an

d
 a vo

lu
n

teer fro
m

 Italy – w
o

rkin
g w

ith
 th

e h
elp

o
f th

irty lo
cal n

u
rses. B

esid
es takin

g care o
f th

e h
o

sp
ital

o
u

r team
 also

 teach
 at th

e ad
jo

in
in

g N
u

rsin
g Sch

o
o

l.
Part o

f m
y w

o
rk co

n
sists o

f su
p

ervisin
g five H

ealth
C

en
tres w

ith
in

 a th
irty m

ile rad
iu

s o
f M

u
n

gb
ere, w

h
ich

m
ay n

o
t so

u
n

d
 m

u
ch

, b
u

t to
 cover th

irty m
iles takes m

e
ab

o
u

t th
ree h

o
u

rs, travellin
g th

ro
u

gh
 th

e fo
rest, th

e tall
grass, th

e m
u

d
 an

d
 arm

y ro
ad

-b
lo

cks. Th
e so

ld
iers kn

ow
 I

am
 a d

o
cto

r so
 th

ey u
su

ally let m
e p

ass, b
u

t at tim
es th

ey
ask fo

r m
o

n
ey.

A
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w
an

t to
 leave w

ith
o

u
t settlin

g m
y acco

u
n

t.” I saw
 h

im
 react

gen
tly b

u
t serio

u
sly. “D

o
 n

o
t o

ffen
d

 m
e w

ith
 yo

u
r w

o
rd

s”,
h

e said
, w

h
ile sh

akin
g th

e last d
ro

p
s o

f w
ater fro

m
 h

is
h

an
d

s. “W
h

en
 yo

u
 co

m
e again

, I h
o

p
e to

 b
e ab

le to
 o

ffer
yo

u
 n

o
t o

n
ly d

rin
kin

g w
ater b

u
t also

 lu
n

ch
 an

d
 m

o
re tim

e
to

 b
e to

geth
er. In Sha A

llah
(‘G

o
d

 w
illin

g’)”, h
e co

n
clu

d
ed

.
“Shukran

(‘Th
an

k 
yo

u
!’)”, 

I 
an

sw
ered

 
gratefu

lly. 
H

e
sh

o
o

k m
y h

an
d

 firm
ly. “A

h
, b

efo
re yo

u
 leave, accep

t p
lease

m
y ap

o
lo

gies fo
r callin

g yo
u

 K
haw

aja
(‘Fo

reign
er’), w

ith
o

u
t

even
 askin

g yo
u

r n
am

e”. “Th
at’s n

o
 p

ro
b

lem
 at all; w

e sh
all

talk th
e n

ext tim
e I visit”, I rep

lied
.

Fath
er Felix D

a C
o

sta M
artin

s m
ccj
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So
m

e o
f th

e girls h
ave b

eco
m

e m
id

w
ives an

d
 w

o
rk in

 th
e

h
ealth

 cen
tres. O

th
ers are learn

in
g d

ress-m
akin

g fro
m

 th
e

C
o

m
b

o
n

i M
issio

n
ary Sisters. W

e h
o

p
e th

at th
eir love o

f
n

atu
re an

d
 th

eir sim
p

le lifestyle w
ill co

n
tin

u
e to

 in
flu

en
ce

th
eir su

rro
u

n
d

in
gs. Th

ey are clo
se to

 G
o

d
, even

 if th
ey d

o
n

o
t kn

ow
 it.

A
fter sixteen

 years o
f m

in
istry as a m

issio
n

ary d
o

cto
r I

still lo
o

k fo
rw

ard
 every d

ay to
 w

h
at G

o
d

 h
as in

 sto
re fo

r
m

e. It is a great satisfactio
n

 to
 h

ave th
e o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity to

 fo
s-

ter th
e gift o

f life at all levels, b
o

th
 sp

iritu
al an

d
 m

aterial.
Th

e gratitu
d

e o
f th

e p
eo

p
le I live w

ith
 is m

y rew
ard

 alread
y

o
n

 earth
.

B
ro

th
er Ju

an
 C

arlo
s Salgad

o
 m

ccj A
 Sign for the Tim

es
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A
ro

u
n

d
 th

e fire
To

 reach
 o

n
e o

f th
e C

en
tres I h

ave to
 cro

ss a river, w
h

ich
 is

n
o

t alw
ays easy. Th

e rew
ard

 is th
at in

 th
e area th

ere are a
lo

t o
f go

o
d

 fish
. N

o
t to

o
 far aw

ay th
ere is a n

atio
n

al p
ark

an
d

 p
eo

p
le h

u
n

t all kin
d

s o
f w

ild
life. G

en
erally, h

ow
ever,

p
eo

p
le are su

b
sisten

ce farm
ers. I am

 co
n

stan
tly am

azed
 by

th
e gen

ero
sity o

f th
e p

eo
p

le I m
eet. Th

ey o
p

en
 th

eir h
u

m
-

b
le h

o
m

es to
 m

e, th
ey feed

 m
e an

d
 m

ake m
e feel like p

art
o

f th
e fam

ily. If I h
ave to

 sp
en

d
 th

e n
igh

t an
yw

h
ere, p

eo
p

le
get to

geth
er at n

igh
t aro

u
n

d
 th

e fire.
Th

ere w
as a tim

e w
h

en
 th

in
gs aro

u
n

d
 h

ere w
ere m

u
ch

b
etter. Th

ere w
ere p

lan
tatio

n
s an

d
 p

ro
gress seem

ed
 to

 b
e

aro
u

n
d

 
th

e 
co

rn
er. 

Th
en

 
th

e 
D

em
o

cratic 
R

ep
u

b
lic 

o
f

C
o

n
go

, fo
rm

erly Z
aire, fell ap

art d
u

e to
 w

ars, p
o

litical co
r-

ru
p

tio
n

 an
d

 fo
reign

 b
u

sin
ess in

terests. B
y G

o
d

's grace th
e

so
il is very fertile, so

 th
at p

eo
p

le can
 still m

ake a livin
g by

farm
in

g.
N

o
t far fro

m
 o

u
r M

issio
n

 th
ere are several P

ygm
y vil-

lages. Th
ey live d

eep
 in

 th
e fo

rest, are h
u

n
ter gath

erers an
d

h
ave 

an
 

in
tim

ate 
co

n
n

ectio
n

 
w

ith
 

n
atu

re. 
Sin

ce 
tim

e
im

m
em

o
rial P

ygm
ies h

ave b
een

 lo
o

ked
 d

ow
n

 u
p

o
n

 by
n

eigh
b

o
u

rin
g trib

es an
d

 by th
e C

o
lo

n
ial A

u
th

o
rities to

 th
e

p
o

in
t th

at m
an

y co
n

sid
er th

em
 alm

o
st less th

an
 h

u
m

an
.

In
stead

, th
ey are sim

p
le an

d
 frien

d
ly. W

e h
ave alw

ays tried
to

 
p

ro
tect 

th
em

 
an

d
 

even
 

su
ggested

 
w

ays 
to

 
th

em
 

to
im

p
rove th

eir lo
t, su

ch
 as takin

g u
p

 farm
in

g. H
ow

ever,
th

ey p
refer th

eir ow
n

 w
ays.

Th
e gift o

f life
Several fam

ilies are n
ow

 sen
d

in
g th

eir ch
ild

ren
 to

 sch
o

o
l

an
d

 so
m

e o
f th

em
 h

ave alread
y co

m
p

leted
 h

igh
 sch

o
o

l.
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7. So
u

th
 Su

d
an

: W
itn

esses o
f H

o
p

e

Years of w
ar have deeply affected w

om
en and children in

South Sudan. A
 C

osta R
ican C

om
boni M

issionary Sister
recounts her experience of journeying at their side.

Th
e n

ew
est n

atio
n

 o
n

 th
e p

lan
et h

as n
o

t yet fo
u

n
d

 p
eace.

A
 clash

 in
 th

e cap
ital Ju

b
a, in

 D
ecem

b
er 2013, b

etw
een

 th
e

fo
llow

ers o
f V

ice-P
resid

en
t R

iek M
ach

ar o
f th

e N
u

er trib
e

an
d

 
th

o
se 

o
f 

P
resid

en
t 

Salva 
K

iir 
o

f 
th

e 
D

in
ka 

trib
e

b
ro

u
gh

t th
e co

u
n

try to
 civil w

ar, an
d

 th
e co

n
flict th

en
sp

read
 to

 o
th

er p
arts o

f th
e co

u
n

try. Vario
u

s attem
p

ts h
ave

b
een

 m
ad

e to
 reco

n
cile th

e d
ifferen

t p
arties b

u
t, to

 d
ate,

d
esp

ite th
e eigh

t p
eace acco

rd
s sign

ed
 in

 th
e last fo

u
r years,

vio
len

ce still ru
les in

 m
an

y p
arts o

f th
e co

u
n

try. D
esp

ite
th

is 
situ

atio
n

, 
th

ere 
are 

m
an

y 
m

issio
n

aries 
w

h
o

 
h

ave
d

ecid
ed

 to
 rem

ain
 alo

n
gsid

e th
e lo

cal p
o

p
u

latio
n

 an
d

so
m

e o
f th

em
 are also

 p
resen

t in
 th

e refu
gee cam

p
s in

n
earby U

gan
d

a.
Sister Lo

ren
a M

o
rales, a fifty-fo

u
r year o

ld
 fro

m
 C

o
sta

R
ica, w

o
rks in

 M
alakal, o

n
e o

f th
e regio

n
s m

o
st affected

 by
th

e vio
len

ce. “I h
ave alw

ays w
o

rked
 in

 w
ar zo

n
es. It is an

exp
erien

ce th
at h

as left a d
eep

 m
ark o

n
 m

y m
issio

n
ary life.

It m
ean

s b
ein

g ‘re-b
o

rn
’ every tim

e. It m
ean

s livin
g in

 p
re-

cario
u

sn
ess. O

n
e n

ever kn
ow

s w
h

at m
ay h

ap
p

en
 to

m
o

r-

A
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also
 kn

ow
 it is very d

an
gero

u
s to

 go
 th

ere as, to
 d

o
 so

, th
ey

h
ave to

 p
ass th

ro
u

gh
 areas co

n
tro

lled
 by th

e reb
els o

r by
th

e m
ilitary. B

u
t th

ey h
ave to

 risk everyth
in

g to
 get fo

o
d

 fo
r

th
eir ch

ild
ren

 an
d

 th
e eld

erly”.
Sister Lo

ren
a ad

m
ires th

e stren
gth

 an
d

 d
eterm

in
atio

n
 o

f
th

e So
u

th
 Su

d
an

ese w
o

m
en

 an
d

 says: “Th
e w

o
m

en
 p

lay a
key ro

le in
 th

e su
rvival o

f in
d

ivid
u

als an
d

 o
f th

e co
m

m
u

-
n

ity itself”.

M
y faith

 as a w
o

m
an

 an
d

 a m
issio

n
ary

Sister M
o

rales o
ften

 u
ses a can

o
e to

 visit gro
u

p
s o

f w
o

m
en

an
d

 ch
ild

ren
 h

id
in

g in
 th

e fo
rests o

r lago
o

n
s. “Yes. I travel

so
m

etim
es fo

r d
ays o

n
 en

d
, by can

o
e o

r w
alkin

g th
ro

u
gh

th
e sw

am
p

s o
r o

p
en

 areas. Th
is in

vo
lves real d

an
ger sin

ce
th

ere m
ay b

e gro
u

p
s in

 th
e area w

h
o

 m
ay attack u

s, steal all
o

u
r fo

o
d

 an
d

 carry u
s o

ff”.
It is alread

y even
in

g an
d

 sittin
g u

n
d

er a m
an

go
 tree,

Sister Lo
ren

a sp
eaks a little ab

o
u

t h
erself: “I feel th

at m
y

faith
 is like a p

ath
w

ay, a p
ro

cess, an
d

 I h
ave go

n
e th

ro
u

gh
d

ifferen
t p

ro
cesses. It is so

m
eth

in
g th

at is grow
in

g. I realise
n

ow
 th

at I can
n

o
t tell if p

eace w
ill co

m
e to

 So
u

th
 Su

d
an

to
m

o
rrow

 o
r in

 tw
en

ty-five years’ tim
e; th

is I d
o

 n
o

t kn
ow

.
B

u
t w

h
at I d

o
 kn

ow
 is th

at, b
ein

g h
ere m

ean
s p

lacin
g all

m
y faith

 in
 life, in

 th
e d

ign
ity o

f th
ese p

eo
p

le, in
 love an

d
in

 reco
n

ciliatio
n

. W
e all h

ave to
 keep

 go
in

g. Th
is is m

y
faith

 as a R
eligio

u
s Sister an

d
 a M

issio
n

ary. I h
ave to

b
elieve, to

 w
ait p

atien
tly an

d
 to

 w
o

rk h
ard

. I b
elieve in

 th
is

co
u

n
try an

d
 its p

eo
p

les”.

Sister Lo
ren

a M
o

rales C
M

S

A
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row
. W

e are livin
g th

ro
u

gh
 a w

ar th
at, like all w

ars, is
ab

su
rd

. It m
ean

s to
u

ch
in

g w
ith

 o
u

r h
an

d
s th

e effects o
f th

e
vio

len
ce p

articu
larly o

n
 w

o
m

en
 an

d
 ch

ild
ren

”.

Th
ey d

eserve resp
ect

Sister M
o

rales, w
ith

 m
o

re th
an

 tw
en

ty years o
f w

o
rkin

g in
So

u
th

 Su
d

an
, says: “Th

ere are m
an

y cases o
f vio

len
ce an

d
sexu

al ab
u

se b
o

th
 by th

e reb
els an

d
 th

e A
rm

y. W
o

m
en

 are
cap

tu
red

 an
d

 taken
 aw

ay to
 b

e th
eir w

ives. So
m

e co
m

e
b

ack; o
th

ers d
o

 n
o

t”. “In
 recen

t m
o

n
th

s I h
ave w

o
rked

d
irectly w

ith
 gro

u
p

s o
f th

ese w
o

m
en

”, Sister Lo
ren

a co
n

-
tin

u
es, “w

e p
rovid

e w
h

at w
e call ‘trau

m
a th

erapy’ by w
h

ich
w

e try to
 create an

 atm
o

sp
h

ere in
 w

h
ich

 th
e w

o
m

en
 can

tell th
eir sto

ries. Th
ey feel at ease an

d
 exp

ress th
em

selves
w

ith
o

u
t fear an

d
 th

ey kn
ow

 th
ey are b

ein
g cared

 fo
r. Th

ey
take p

art in
 p

ro
jects th

at h
elp

 th
em

 m
ake p

ro
gress an

d
lo

o
k after th

eir fam
ilies. I ad

m
ire th

ese w
o

m
en

. Th
ey

d
eserve resp

ect. Th
ey are ab

le to
 o

rgan
ise th

eir lives in
 a

w
ar zo

n
e”.

“Th
e m

o
st strikin

g asp
ect o

f all th
is is th

e in
stab

ility.
A

ttacks can
 take p

lace at an
y m

o
m

en
t an

d
 th

en
 th

e o
n

ly
th

in
g to

 d
o

 is to
 flee. Th

e first th
in

g th
e w

o
m

en
 d

o
 is to

sen
d

 th
e ch

ild
ren

 im
m

ed
iately to

 th
e fo

rest, to
 th

e sw
am

p
s

an
d

 th
e sm

all islan
d

s in
 th

e N
ile. Th

ey th
em

selves th
en

m
ove aw

ay, takin
g w

ith
 th

em
 th

eir fo
o

d
, th

e go
ats, ch

ick-
en

s an
d

 w
h

atever th
ey can

. 
Th

e w
o

m
en

 are kep
t in

fo
rm

ed
 by a system

 o
f co

m
m

u
-

n
icatio

n
 kn

ow
n

 o
n

ly to
 th

em
selves an

d
 th

ey are o
ften

 ab
le

to
 get aw

ay in
 tim

e. W
h

en
 th

e reb
els o

r th
e m

ilitary co
m

e
th

ey m
an

age to
 h

id
e. Th

ey kn
ow

 th
e p

ath
s th

ro
u

gh
 th

e
sw

am
p

s an
d

 th
e p

laces w
h

ere th
e U

N
 d

istrib
u

te fo
o

d
. Th

ey
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8. K
en

ya: M
issio

n
aries fo

r So
cial Ju

stice

A
 group of C

om
boni M

issionaries living in one of the slum
s

on the outskirts of N
airobi share their experience of life w

ith
us.

W
e live in

 K
o

ro
go

ch
o

, o
n

e o
f th

e largest o
f th

e tw
o

 h
u

n
-

d
red

 slu
m

s th
at su

rro
u

n
d

 N
airo

b
i. Th

ese slu
m

s are h
o

m
e

to
 ab

o
u

t sixty p
er cen

t o
f N

airo
b

i's p
o

p
u

latio
n

. H
ow

ever,
th

ey o
ccu

py o
n

ly five p
er cen

t o
f th

e resid
en

tial lan
d

 in
 th

e
city. Every d

ay w
e m

eet p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 co
m

e to
 u

s an
d

 ask fo
r

o
u

r assistan
ce an

d
 o

u
r p

rayers in
 th

eir stru
ggle to

 secu
re

d
ign

ity, th
e d

ign
ity th

at is th
eir d

u
e as p

erso
n

s m
ad

e in
 th

e
im

age an
d

 liken
ess o

f G
o

d
. W

h
at th

ey crave are n
o

t rich
es

o
r w

ealth
; th

ey ju
st w

an
t to

 exp
erien

ce b
ein

g ‘C
h

ild
ren

 o
f

G
o

d
’ in

 th
eir o

rd
in

ary, everyd
ay lives.

W
h

en
 w

e listen
 to

 th
e ‘P

rayers o
f th

e Faith
fu

l’ d
u

rin
g th

e
celeb

ratio
n

 o
f M

ass, w
e h

ear p
eo

p
le askin

g fo
r G

o
d

’s in
ter-

ven
tio

n
 …

 to
 sw

ay th
e h

earts o
f th

e p
o

litician
s w

h
o

 d
o

 n
o

t
ap

p
ear to

 care; to
 en

ter th
e h

earts an
d

 m
in

d
s o

f th
e p

o
lice

w
h

o
 sh

o
o

t an
d

 kill w
ith

 im
p

u
n

ity; to
 p

rovid
e a p

u
b

lic h
o

s-
p

ital fo
r th

e th
ree h

u
n

d
red

 an
d

 tw
en

ty th
o

u
san

d
 resid

en
ts

o
f K

o
ro

go
ch

o
; …

 an
d

 to
 gu

aran
tee th

em
 en

try in
to

 h
eaven

b
ecau

se th
ey h

ave alread
y exp

erien
ced

 h
ell o

n
 earth

. 
A

t th
e en

d
 o

f M
ass, w

e say “M
ay th

e Lo
rd

 b
less yo

u
, in

th
e N

am
e o

f th
e Fath

er, an
d

 o
f th

e So
n

 an
d

 o
f th

e H
o

ly

A
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th
is can

 o
n

ly b
e ach

ieved
, h

ow
ever, th

ro
u

gh
 a C

h
u

rch
 p

res-
en

ce th
at stren

gth
en

s th
e fellow

sh
ip

 o
f th

e u
rb

an
 p

o
o

r an
d

en
co

u
rages th

em
, n

o
tw

ith
stan

d
in

g th
e d

iversity o
f th

eir
eth

n
ic 

o
rigin

s 
o

r 
th

eir 
religio

u
s 

affiliatio
n

s, 
to

 
co

m
e

to
geth

er an
d

 stru
ggle p

eacefu
lly fo

r ch
an

ge o
n

 th
e b

asis o
f

‘U
n

ited
 th

ey stan
d

, d
ivid

ed
 th

ey fall’.
It seem

s to
 u

s th
at w

e m
u

st d
ed

icate o
u

r tim
e an

d
 en

er-
gies to

 a p
resen

ce th
at su

p
p

o
rts th

e Fo
llow

ers o
f C

h
rist

w
h

o
 to

il fo
r th

e cau
se o

f righ
t an

d
 w

h
o

 b
elieve in

 th
e

ch
an

ge em
b

o
d

ied
 in

 Jesu
s C

h
rist h

im
self. In

 d
o

in
g th

is w
e

sh
all b

e resp
o

n
d

in
g to

 th
e call o

f C
h

rist to
 fo

llow
 th

e n
ar-

row
 p

ath
. It is a p

ath
 w

h
ich

, alth
o

u
gh

 n
o

t p
o

p
u

lar, is p
er-

h
ap

s th
e m

o
st exp

licit exp
ressio

n
 o

f th
e M

issio
n

 o
f C

h
rist

in
 to

d
ay’s w

o
rld

.

Th
e C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

ary C
o

m
m

u
n

ity o
f K

o
ro

go
ch

o

A
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Sp
irit”, b

u
t w

h
ile w

e are read
ily availab

le to
 b

e th
e in

stru
-

m
en

t o
f G

o
d

 in
 im

p
artin

g th
ese b

lessin
gs, w

e are n
o

t in
co

n
scien

ce ab
le to

 tell th
e Faith

fu
l o

f K
o

ro
go

ch
o

 th
at th

ey
sh

o
u

ld
 ju

st sit b
ack, accep

t th
eir lo

t in
 life an

d
 w

ait fo
r

th
eir b

lessin
gs in

 th
e h

ereafter: ‘P
ie in

 th
e sky w

h
en

 th
ey

d
ie’.

Perso
n

al p
resen

ce
Th

e C
h

u
rch

 m
u

st b
eco

m
e rath

er a sp
ace fo

r actively seek-
in

g th
e in

terven
tio

n
 o

f G
o

d
 in

 th
e lives o

f o
u

r p
eo

p
le. A

s
p

riests, w
e are n

o
t ab

le to
 say th

at th
e ab

sen
ce o

f a p
u

b
lic

h
o

sp
ital in

 K
o

ro
go

ch
o

 is an
 issu

e w
h

ich
 is n

o
t o

u
r co

n
cern

b
u

t sh
o

u
ld

 b
e d

ealt w
ith

 by civil so
ciety. N

o
, th

e lack o
f a

p
u

b
lic 

h
o

sp
ital 

fo
r 

th
ree 

h
u

n
d

red
 

th
o

u
san

d
 

p
eo

p
le 

is
im

m
o

ral; it is again
st th

e w
ill o

f G
o

d
 an

d
 d

em
an

d
s red

ress
by th

e A
u

th
o

rities.
It is su

ch
 sin

fu
l situ

atio
n

s w
h

ich
 d

efin
e o

u
r M

issio
n

. In
th

is M
issio

n
, w

e are n
o

t trap
p

ed
 in

 a d
ivid

e b
etw

een
 th

e
‘secu

lar’ an
d

 th
e ‘sacred

’. W
h

at is called
 ‘So

cial Ju
stice’ in

th
e realm

 o
f secu

lar p
o

litics is w
h

at th
e M

issio
n

 o
f th

e
C

h
u

rch
 in

 N
airo

b
i is ab

o
u

t to
d

ay.
W

e b
elieve th

at to
 faith

fu
lly fo

llow
 th

e call o
f th

e Lo
rd

as C
o

m
b

o
n

i M
issio

n
aries in

 K
o

ro
ch

o
go

, w
e h

ave to
 w

o
rk

in
 th

ree areas sim
u

ltan
eo

u
sly: in

 Evan
gelizatio

n
, th

ro
u

gh
p

o
p

u
lar m

ovem
en

ts like th
e ‘K

u
to

ka N
etw

o
rk’; in

 co
-o

rd
i-

n
atin

g n
atio

n
al an

d
 in

tern
atio

n
al p

ressu
re o

n
 th

e govern
-

m
en

t to
 ch

an
ge p

o
licies th

at cau
se d

irect h
arm

 to
 th

e least
an

d
 last in

 so
ciety p

o
o

r; an
d

 th
ird

ly, in
 p

ro
m

o
tin

g th
e reli-

gio
u

s legitim
izatio

n
 o

f ch
an

ge.
W

e are co
n

vin
ced

 th
at th

ere are m
an

y o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ities to
sp

read
 th

e go
sp

el in
 th

e sin
fu

l situ
atio

n
s o

f N
airo

b
i. Th

is
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9. B
razil: Ju

stice o
n

 th
e R

ails 

Som
e 

years 
ago, 

the 
C

om
boni 

M
issionaries 

founded 
the

netw
ork “Justiça nos Trilhos” (‘Justice on the R

ails’). They
w

ork w
ith a num

ber of other groups and associations to
carry out the gospel challenge of ‘taking care’ of C

reation
and of Life in A

m
azonia.

W
e are a sm

all C
o

m
b

o
n

i C
o

m
m

u
n

ity w
h

o
 w

o
rk in

 P
iq

u
iá,

a sm
all tow

n
 in

 M
aran

h
ão

 State, in
 N

o
rth

-East B
razil.

M
aran

h
ão

 is reco
gn

ised
 as b

ein
g th

e p
o

o
rest regio

n
 in

 th
e

w
h

o
le o

f th
e co

u
n

try. Every d
ay, d

o
zen

s o
f train

s lo
ad

ed
w

ith
 iro

n
 o

re (m
o

re th
an

 th
ree h

u
n

d
red

 th
o

u
san

d
 to

n
s p

er
d

ay), p
ass th

e sh
acks in

 w
h

ich
 o

u
r p

eo
p

le are fo
rced

 to
 live.

Th
e railw

ay w
as b

u
ilt to

 exp
o

rt m
in

erals ab
ro

ad
, b

u
t th

is
w

h
o

lesale p
lu

n
d

erin
g o

f n
atu

ral reso
u

rces is d
estroyin

g th
e

lan
d

 
an

d
 

p
o

llu
tio

n
 

is 
affectin

g 
th

e 
p

o
p

u
latio

n
 

livin
g

aro
u

n
d

 th
e m

in
es, an

d
 all alo

n
g th

e n
in

e h
u

n
d

red
 kilo

m
e-

tres o
f th

e railw
ay.

Vale SA
, a B

razilian
-b

ased
 m

u
ltin

atio
n

al m
in

in
g co

rp
o

-
ratio

n
, is th

e p
rin

cip
al p

layer th
at b

en
efits fro

m
 th

is tellin
g

exam
p

le o
f th

e p
o

st-m
o

d
ern

 co
lo

n
ial eco

n
o

m
y in

 Latin
A

m
erica.
So

m
e years ago

, th
e C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

aries fo
u

n
d

ed
 th

e
n

etw
o

rk Justiça nos Trilhos(‘Ju
stice o

n
 th

e R
ails’). W

e jo
in

ed
to

geth
er w

ith
 o

th
er so

cial o
rgan

izatio
n

s, h
u

m
an

 righ
ts

A
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A
d

vo
cacy is a ch

allen
ge in

 th
at it co

m
p

els u
s to

 en
ter in

to
d

ialo
gu

e w
ith

 in
d

ivid
u

als, gro
u

p
s an

d
 in

stitu
tio

n
s th

at are
very d

ifferen
t fro

m
 o

u
rselves, in

 term
s o

f eth
o

s, aim
s,

o
b

jectives an
d

 m
eth

o
d

s o
f w

o
rk. H

ow
ever, sin

ce w
e are

kn
ow

n
 as a Faith

-b
ased

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ity th
at is w

ell-in
tegrated

in
 th

e area, a regio
n

 w
h

ich
 is su

fferin
g serio

u
s so

cio
-en

vi-
ro

n
m

en
tal co

n
flict, o

u
r co

n
sid

eratio
n

s carry w
eigh

t w
ith

in
th

e n
atio

n
al an

d
 in

tern
atio

n
al co

n
text.

W
e o

p
erate lo

cally, p
u

ttin
g p

ressu
re o

n
 th

o
se p

u
b

lic
in

stitu
tio

n
s 

in
 

B
razil, 

th
e 

M
inistério 

P
úblico

(‘P
u

b
lic

P
ro

secu
to

r’s O
ffice’) an

d
 th

e D
efensoria Pública

(‘P
u

b
lic

D
efen

d
er’s O

ffice’) th
at are ch

arged
 w

ith
 d

efen
d

in
g th

e
righ

ts o
f th

e lo
cal co

m
m

u
n

ity. In
 M

aran
h

ão
 State, p

erh
ap

s
th

e m
o

st ‘fo
rgo

tten
’ o

f th
e U

n
io

n
, p

u
b

lic in
stitu

tio
n

s are
o

ften
 n

o
t p

resen
t w

ith
 th

e resu
lt th

at p
o

litical an
d

 eco
-

n
o

m
ic in

terests allow
 th

e ‘tu
rn

in
g o

f a b
lin

d
 eye’ to

 w
h

o
le-

sale en
viro

n
m

en
tal d

egrad
atio

n
 an

d
 th

e system
atic vio

la-
tio

n
 o

f h
u

m
an

 righ
ts. Peo

p
le w

h
o

 w
an

t to
 d

en
o

u
n

ce su
ch

in
ju

stice o
ften

 h
ave to

 travel h
u

n
d

red
s o

f kilo
m

etres to
reach

 th
e State C

ap
ital, São

 Lu
ís, o

n
ly to

 b
e to

ld
 an

 o
fficial

is n
o

t availab
le an

d
 th

at th
ey sh

o
u

ld
 retu

rn
 o

n
 a d

ifferen
t

d
ate in

 o
rd

er to
 file th

eir co
m

p
lain

t. W
e are tryin

g to
 w

in
th

e righ
t to

 h
ave p

u
b

lic in
stitu

tio
n

s rep
resen

ted
 th

ro
u

gh
-

o
u

t th
e State an

d
 n

o
t o

n
ly in

 th
e C

ap
ital an

d
 th

e larger
cities.

W
o

rkin
g ‘in

 th
e field

’
A

lth
o

u
gh

 th
e G

overn
m

en
t o

f B
razil h

as lo
n

g p
ro

m
ised

 a
n

ew
 m

in
in

g co
d

e fo
r th

e co
u

n
try, a d

raft b
ill h

as yet to
 b

e
p

resen
ted

 to
 C

o
n

gress. Th
e C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

aries h
ave

b
een

 co
m

m
itted

 at a n
atio

n
al level over recen

t years to

A
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gro
u

p
s, trad

e u
n

io
n

s an
d

 acad
em

ics th
at su

p
p

o
rt th

e co
m

-
m

u
n

ities affected
 by th

is eco
n

o
m

ic p
o

licy. 
Th

e co
llab

o
ratio

n
 w

ith
 m

ovem
en

ts an
d

 asso
ciatio

n
s

fro
m

 B
razil, C

an
ad

a, C
h

ile, Peru
, Italy an

d
 M

o
zam

b
iq

u
e

led
 to

 th
e creatio

n
 o

f th
e ‘In

tern
atio

n
al N

etw
o

rk o
f Peo

p
le

A
ffected

 by Vale’. W
e, in

 th
e in

creasin
gly ravaged

 o
u

tb
ack o

f
th

e A
m

azo
n

 R
ain

 Fo
rest, feel d

eep
ly co

m
m

itted
 to

 th
e

evan
gelical ch

allen
ge o

f ‘takin
g care’ o

f C
reatio

n
 an

d
 Life. 

W
h

ile Justiça nos Trilhos
is m

ain
ly a lo

cal in
itiative, o

p
er-

atin
g in

 Eastern
 A

m
azo

n
ia, th

e ‘In
tern

atio
n

al N
etw

o
rk o

f
Peo

p
le A

ffected
 by Vale’ is an

 O
rgan

izatio
n

 w
h

o
se rep

o
rts

h
ave sh

ow
n

 th
em

selves to
 b

e am
o

n
g th

e m
o

st effective
strategies in

 exp
o

sin
g th

e o
m

issio
n

s an
d

 m
isstatem

en
ts in

th
e an

n
u

al su
stain

ab
ility rep

o
rt o

f Vale SA
. 

C
o

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 an
d

 A
d

vo
cacy

O
u

r 
d

aily 
w

o
rk 

co
n

sists 
o

f 
visitin

g 
n

eigh
b

o
u

rh
o

o
d

s
aro

u
n

d
 th

e tow
n

, in
d

igen
o

u
s o

r A
fro

-d
escen

d
an

t ru
ral

co
m

m
u

n
ities o

r villages o
f fish

erm
en

, an
d

 en
co

u
ragin

g
p

eo
p

le to
 sp

eak o
u

t again
st th

e d
evastatin

g im
p

act o
f th

e
m

in
in

g in
d

u
stry o

n
 th

eir w
ay o

f life an
d

 o
f th

e h
u

m
an

righ
ts vio

latio
n

s th
at h

ave fo
llow

ed
 in

 its w
ake. W

e stro
n

g-
ly b

elieve in
 th

e im
p

o
rtan

ce o
f co

m
m

u
n

ities th
em

selves
takin

g th
e in

itiative in
 claim

in
g th

eir righ
tfu

l ro
le in

 th
e

m
an

agem
en

t o
f th

e reso
u

rces o
f th

e lo
cal area. Th

is alo
n

e,
h

ow
ever, is n

o
t su

fficien
t to

 h
ave an

 im
p

act o
n

 th
e in

ter-
n

atio
n

al in
vestm

en
t in

 o
u

r regio
n

. Su
ch

 in
vestm

en
ts are

in
evitab

ly lin
ked

 to
 n

atio
n

al p
o

litics w
h

ich
 o

ften
 u

n
fo

rtu
-

n
ately d

o
 n

o
t h

ave th
e lo

n
g-term

 in
terests o

f th
e lo

cal p
eo

-
p

le to
 h

eart. W
e try th

erefo
re to

 m
ake th

e m
o

st o
f th

e strat-
egy o

f ad
vo

cacy o
n

 b
eh

alf o
f th

ese lo
cal co

m
m

u
n

ities.
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10. C
o

lo
m

b
ia: M

issio
n

 in
 C

o
n

flict Z
o

n
es

O
n 

the 
Southern 

Pacific 
coast 

of 
C

olom
bia, 

the 
city 

of
Tum

aco, 
has 

been 
the 

scene 
in 

recent 
years 

for 
clashes

betw
een rival gangs for control of the very lucrative local

cocaine 
m

arket. 
N

evertheless 
there 

are 
those 

w
ho 

have
chosen to rem

ain, to grow
 in faith w

ith the local people and
to respond to num

erous social challenges. The follow
ing is

the testim
ony of a young Italian C

om
boni M

issionary.

W
h

en
 I arrived

 fo
r th

e first tim
e in

 o
u

r M
issio

n
 in

 Tu
m

aco
,

I so
o

n
 realised

 th
at th

ere w
ere in

visib
le w

alls th
at clearly

m
arked

 th
e b

o
rd

ers o
f th

e areas o
ccu

p
ied

 by th
e FA

R
C

(R
evo

lu
tio

n
ary A

rm
ed

 Fo
rces o

f C
o

lo
m

b
ia) an

d
 by o

th
er

gro
u

p
s w

h
ich

 w
ere u

n
d

er th
e co

n
tro

l o
f th

e R
astrojos, a

righ
t-w

in
g 

p
aram

ilitary 
o

rgan
izatio

n
 

in
vo

lved
 

in
C

o
lo

m
b

ia's arm
ed

 co
n

flict. Th
e p

aram
ilitaries left an

d
 a

relative calm
 retu

rn
ed

 to
 th

ese n
eigh

b
o

u
rh

o
o

d
s. In

 th
eir

ab
sen

ce th
e FA

R
C

 h
ave fu

rth
er en

co
u

raged
 th

e cu
ltivatio

n
o

f co
ca am

o
n

g th
e lo

cal p
o

p
u

latio
n

 an
d

 w
o

rked
 alo

n
gsid

e
d

ru
g cartels fro

m
 M

exico
 an

d
 C

en
tral A

m
erica to

 p
ro

m
o

te
th

e exp
o

rt o
f co

cain
e to

 th
e U

n
ited

 States an
d

 C
an

ad
a. Th

e
n

ew
 rich

 o
f Tu

m
aco

 are earn
in

g h
u

ge su
m

s o
f m

o
n

ey, an
d

in
 th

e eyes o
f m

an
y o

f o
u

r yo
u

n
g p

eo
p

le, h
ave b

eco
m

e
exam

p
les to

 b
e asp

ired
 to

. D
ru

g u
se h

as in
creased

 d
ram

at-
ically am

o
n

g teen
agers, w

h
o

 h
ave b

eco
m

e m
o

re an
d

 m
o

re

A
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en
su

rin
g th

at co
m

m
u

n
ities an

d
 territo

ries are sp
ared

 fro
m

fu
rth

er w
id

esp
read

 en
viro

n
m

en
tal d

am
age, an

d
 to

 th
is en

d
h

ave fo
u

n
d

ed
 alo

n
g w

ith
 a n

u
m

b
er o

f lead
in

g civil so
ciety

o
rgan

isatio
n

s, th
e ‘N

atio
n

al C
o

m
m

ittee fo
r th

e D
efen

ce o
f

Territo
ries 

fro
m

 
U

n
restrain

ed
 

M
in

in
g’. 

Th
is 

C
o

m
m

ittee
w

h
ich

 
w

o
rks 

w
ith

 
in

tern
atio

n
al 

O
rgan

izatio
n

s 
su

ch
 

as
G

reen
p

eace an
d

 th
e In

tern
atio

n
al Fed

eratio
n

 o
f H

u
m

an
R

igh
ts is very active in

 lo
b

byin
g fo

r th
e d

efen
ce o

f h
u

m
an

righ
ts an

d
 o

f th
e en

viro
n

m
en

t th
ro

u
gh

o
u

t B
razil. O

u
r p

res-
en

ce carries w
eigh

t in
 th

e C
o

m
m

ittee d
u

e to
 th

e resp
ect w

e
are acco

rd
ed

 fo
r o

u
r w

o
rkin

g ‘in
 th

e field
’. Th

e N
atio

n
al

C
o

n
feren

ce o
f B

ish
o

p
s h

as n
ow

 jo
in

ed
 th

e C
o

m
m

ittee an
d

as th
e C

h
u

rch
 is w

ell-regard
ed

 in
 B

rasil w
e are far m

o
re

h
o

p
efu

l o
f p

ro
gress in

 o
u

r co
m

m
o

n
 cau

se fo
r ‘takin

g care’
o

f creatio
n

 an
d

 o
f life in

 A
m

azo
n

ia.

Th
e C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

ary C
o

m
m

u
n

ity o
f P

iq
u

iá

C
O

M
B

O
N

IM
ISSIO

N
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R
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th
em

. W
e, C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

aries, h
ave b

een
 en

tru
sted

w
ith

 th
e resp

o
n

sib
ility o

f th
e Parish

 o
f La R

esurreccion
an

d
,

in
 acco

rd
an

ce w
ith

 th
e ‘Pasto

ral P
lan

 o
f Evan

gelizatio
n

’ fo
r

th
e D

io
cese, w

e are co
m

m
itted

 to
 th

e train
in

g an
d

 p
ro

m
o

-
tio

n
 o

f lay lead
ers. Th

e w
o

rk in
 th

e lo
cal n

eigh
b

o
u

rh
o

o
d

h
as led

 u
s to

 fo
cu

s o
u

r atten
tio

n
 o

n
 several secto

rs o
f th

e
Parish

 ‘Pasto
ral P

lan
’, an

d
 w

e are tryin
g to

 w
alk to

geth
er

w
ith

 th
e lo

cal p
eo

p
le an

d
 co

m
m

u
n

ity lead
ers in

 resp
o

n
d

-
in

g to
 th

e m
an

y so
cial p

ro
b

lem
s in

 o
u

r m
id

st.

Vo
lu

n
tary service an

d
 p

asto
ral w

o
rk

Th
ree years ago

, th
an

ks to
 th

e h
elp

 o
f so

m
e lo

cal fam
ilies,

a sm
all sch

o
o

l w
as b

u
ilt, in

 o
rd

er to
 m

eet th
e ‘ed

u
catio

n
al

em
ergen

cy’ an
d

 th
e Educar en la C

alle V
iento Libre

P
ro

ject
w

as created
 to

 su
p

p
o

rt th
e m

o
st p

ro
b

lem
atic an

d
 d

isad
-

van
taged

 ch
ild

ren
 o

f th
e n

eigh
b

o
u

rh
o

o
d

. Th
e C

entro A
fro

Juvenil h
as b

een
 estab

lish
ed

 fo
r th

e p
ro

m
o

tio
n

 o
f cu

ltu
re

an
d

 sp
iritu

ality. It is a m
u

lti-p
u

rp
o

se cen
tre w

h
ere gro

u
p

s
o

f yo
u

n
g p

eo
p

le d
evelo

p
 th

eir creativity th
ro

u
gh

 d
an

ce,
m

u
sic, literacy p

ro
gram

m
es, sp

o
rt an

d
 catech

ism
 classes.

O
u

r Parish
 C

h
u

rch
 is lo

cated
 in

 th
e El C

arm
elo

 D
istrict

o
f 

th
e 

city 
w

h
ere 

w
e 

h
ave 

estab
lish

ed
 

th
e 

‘St. 
D

an
iel

C
o

m
b

o
n

i Yo
u

th
 C

en
tre’ w

ith
 a lib

rary an
d

 an
 in

tern
et

ro
o

m
. A

 gro
u

p
 o

f extrao
rd

in
ary w

o
m

en
, w

h
o

 co
o

p
erate in

ru
n

n
in

g th
e C

en
tre, m

ake u
p

 th
e B

uen V
iento

C
h

o
ir. Th

eir
so

n
gs exp

ress th
e p

ro
b

lem
s o

f th
eir co

m
m

u
n

ity alo
n

g w
ith

th
e h

o
p

e an
d

 th
e faith

 w
ith

 w
h

ich
 th

ey try to
 face th

em
.

W
e, C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

aries, o
ffer sp

iritu
al assistan

ce to
 all

th
o

se w
h

o
 co

m
e to

 th
e Parish

, w
h

ich
 is a m

eetin
g p

lace fo
r

catech
ists, fam

ily gro
u

p
s, d

evo
tio

n
al gro

u
p

s an
d

 C
h

u
rch

Lay M
ovem

en
ts.

A
 Sign for the Tim

es51

iso
lated

 fro
m

 so
ciety at large an

d
 su

sp
icio

u
s o

f an
yo

n
e

w
h

o
 w

an
ts to

 w
o

rk w
ith

 th
em

.
To

d
ay, secu

rity h
as w

o
rsen

ed
 d

ram
atically in

 all th
e

cities o
f C

o
lo

m
b

ia, w
h

ere several m
ilitias, w

h
o

 are fo
rm

er
m

em
b

ers o
f th

e FA
R

C
, o

p
erate at w

ill. Th
ey are eith

er
B

acrim
(crim

in
al gan

gs) as so
m

e call th
em

, o
r sim

p
ly d

ru
g

traffickers. Tu
m

aco
 is n

o
 excep

tio
n

. N
ew

 arm
ed

 gro
u

p
s

h
ave n

ow
 settled

 in
 th

e area: th
e Ú

su
ga, th

e A
U

C
, th

e
A

gu
ilas N

egras an
d

 th
e G

u
lf C

lan
; all co

m
p

etin
g fo

r co
n

-
tro

l o
f th

e lo
cal, very lu

crative, d
ru

g m
arket. Th

e n
u

m
b

er o
f

m
u

rd
ers, p

articu
larly co

n
tract killin

gs, h
as ro

cketed
 an

d
h

u
n

d
red

s o
f fam

ilies h
ave b

een
 fo

rced
 to

 leave th
eir n

eigh
-

b
o

u
rh

o
o

d
s b

ecau
se o

f th
e vio

len
t feu

d
in

g b
etw

een
 th

e d
if-

feren
t arm

ed
 gro

u
p

s.

R
easo

n
s to

 stay 
Th

e first an
d

 m
o

st im
p

o
rtan

t reaso
n

 fo
r o

u
r p

resen
ce in

Tu
m

aco
 is th

e aw
aren

ess th
at G

o
d

 is am
o

n
g u

s. W
e can

 see
H

is p
resen

ce in
 m

an
y o

f th
e p

eo
p

le th
at w

e w
o

rk w
ith

:
co

m
m

u
n

ity 
lead

ers, 
fam

ilies, 
w

o
m

en
 

an
d

 
m

en
, 

w
h

o
,

th
o

u
gh

 th
ey h

ave b
een

 ab
an

d
o

n
ed

 by th
e State an

d
 th

o
u

gh
th

ey live in
 extrem

ely p
recario

u
s co

n
d

itio
n

s, are w
itn

esses
o

f faith
, civic resp

o
n

sib
ility an

d
 resistan

ce to
 evil. W

e can
attest to

 th
e n

o
b

ility o
f th

ese p
eo

p
le, th

eir p
assio

n
 fo

r life
an

d
 th

eir gen
ero

u
s love. Every d

ay I feel I am
 loved

,
em

b
raced

 an
d

 p
ro

tected
 by th

em
.

A
 fu

rth
er reaso

n
 to

 w
o

rk in
 Tu

m
aco

 is th
at n

o
 o

n
e else

w
an

ts to
 d

o
 it. If th

ere are m
an

y reaso
n

s fo
r co

m
in

g to
Tu

m
aco

, it seem
s th

at th
ere are n

o
n

e to
 stay! A

s o
u

r
Fo

u
n

d
er, St. D

an
iel C

o
m

b
o

n
i tau

gh
t u

s, w
e h

ave ch
o

sen
 to

stay, to
 sh

are o
u

r lives w
ith

 p
eo

p
le an

d
 w

alk to
geth

er w
ith

C
O

M
B

O
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11. P
eru

: Th
e G

o
sp

el alo
n

g th
e R

iver

For som
e years now

, a group of C
om

boni M
issionaries has

been 
present 

am
ong 

the 
A

shaninka 
and 

N
om

atsiguenga
indigenous peoples in the C

entral Selva of Peru. In the area,
there are also pow

erful drug traffickers and terrorists. 

San
 M

artin
 d

e Pan
go

a is a D
istrict o

f th
e P

rovin
ce o

f Satip
o

lo
cated

 in
 th

e C
en

tral Selva o
f Peru

. Th
e m

ajo
rity o

f th
e

p
eo

p
le 

in
 

Pan
go

a 
are 

m
em

b
ers 

o
f 

th
e 

A
shaninka

an
d

N
om

atsiguenga
in

d
igen

o
u

s 
eth

n
ic 

gro
u

p
s 

alo
n

g 
w

ith
 

a
sm

aller n
u

m
b

er o
f settlers w

h
o

 m
oved

 in
to

 th
e regio

n
 in

th
e 1980’s fro

m
 o

th
er p

arts o
f th

e co
u

n
try. Th

e m
ain

so
u

rce o
f in

co
m

e in
 th

e area is d
erived

 fro
m

 agricu
ltu

re –
th

e cu
ltivatio

n
 o

f co
ffee, co

co
a, o

ran
ges, p

in
eap

p
les an

d
o

th
er tro

p
ical fru

its. Th
e lan

d
 is fertile an

d
 irrigated

 by
large 

rivers. 
Th

is 
area 

is 
kn

ow
n

 
as 

th
e 

‘Valley 
o

f 
th

e
A

p
u

rim
ac, En

e an
d

 M
an

taro
 R

ivers’.
Fath

er 
P

ercy 
C

arb
o

n
ero

, 
a 

P
eru

vian
 

C
o

m
b

o
n

i
M

issio
n

ary, tells u
s, “Th

e Parish
 is d

ed
icated

 to
 St. M

artin
d

e Po
rres an

d
 covers p

ractically th
e w

h
o

le regio
n

 o
f San

M
artin

 d
e Pan

go
a. O

u
r w

o
rk co

n
sists m

o
stly in

 acco
m

p
a-

n
yin

g th
e C

h
ristian

 co
m

m
u

n
ities scattered

 th
ro

u
gh

o
u

t th
e

territo
ry. Th

is in
vo

lves th
e fo

rm
atio

n
 o

f lead
ers an

d
 th

e
p

rep
aratio

n
 o

f ch
ild

ren
 fo

r th
e Sacram

en
ts”. 

Fath
er Percy sh

ow
s u

s a m
ap

 o
f th

e territo
ry sayin

g, “Th
e

A
 Sign for the Tim

es

53

In
 

ad
d

itio
n

 
to

 
p

asto
ral 

w
o

rk 
in

 
th

e 
Parish

, 
w

e 
are

in
vo

lved
 o

n
 th

e d
io

cesan
 level w

ith
 w

o
rk am

o
n

g th
e Yo

u
th

an
d

 Vo
catio

n
al M

in
istry, M

issio
n

ary A
n

im
atio

n
 an

d
 So

cial
C

o
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
s. W

e try th
ro

u
gh

 su
ch

 m
in

istries to
 reach

su
b

u
rb

s w
h

ere ‘th
e cry o

f life’ d
em

an
d

s to
 b

e h
eard

, as th
e

‘C
o

n
feren

ce o
f R

eligio
u

s o
f Latin

 A
m

erica (C
LA

R
)’ recen

tly
affirm

ed
, an

d
 to

 go
 regu

larly to
 th

e ru
ral areas o

f o
u

r
D

io
cese in

 o
rd

er to
 visit o

u
tlyin

g co
m

m
u

n
ities. W

e also
keep

 in
 to

u
ch

 w
ith

 th
ese p

eo
p

le th
ro

u
gh

 th
e D

io
cesan

R
ad

io
, M

ira, an
d

 th
ro

u
gh

 p
rovid

in
g train

in
g p

ro
gram

m
es

fo
r lay lead

ers an
d

 C
atech

ists. O
u

r go
al is to

 h
elp

 th
e laity

to
 serve a m

issio
n

ary an
d

 p
ro

p
h

etic C
h

u
rch

.

Fath
er D

an
iel Z

aran
to

n
ello

 m
ccj
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C
h

ristian
 lead

ers w
h

o
 gave th

eir lives fo
r th

e faith
. 

Fr. 
R

an
d

y 
d

escrib
es 

th
e 

situ
atio

n
 

to
d

ay, 
“Sen

d
ero

Lu
m

in
o

so
 co

n
tin

u
es its p

resen
ce in

 vario
u

s rem
o

te areas o
f

th
e regio

n
. It is th

e o
n

ly terro
rist cell active in

 th
e co

u
n

try,
killin

g in
d

iscrim
in

ately an
d

 ab
d

u
ctin

g p
eo

p
le. W

e h
ave th

e
testim

o
n

y 
o

f 
p

eo
p

le 
w

h
o

 
m

an
aged

 
to

 
escap

e. 
Th

eir
acco

u
n

ts are h
o

rrific. Sen
d

ero
 Lu

m
in

o
so

 o
ffer p

ro
tectio

n
to

 th
e d

ru
g traffickers w

h
o

 co
n

tro
l th

e cu
ltivatio

n
 o

f co
ca

an
d

 th
e p

ro
d

u
ctio

n
 o

f co
cain

e. In
 exch

an
ge, th

ey receive
arm

s an
d

 co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
 system

s”.
“A

n
o

th
er 

p
ro

b
lem

 
is 

th
at 

o
f 

th
e 

en
viro

n
m

en
t”, 

Fr.
R

an
d

y co
n

tin
u

es, “Th
e valley o

f th
e A

p
u

rim
ac R

iver p
ro

-
d

u
ces a lo

t o
f co

cain
e an

d
 th

e river is b
ad

ly p
o

llu
ted

. W
h

en
th

e co
ca leaves are so

aked
 in

 tan
ks an

d
 th

e ch
em

ical h
as

b
een

 extracted
, th

e w
ater en

ters th
e sm

all stream
s th

at
b

eco
m

e co
n

tam
in

ated
 w

ith
 h

eavy m
etals. Th

ese stream
s

reach
 th

e river A
p

u
rim

ac R
iver an

d
 co

n
tam

in
ate it”. G

iven
th

eir exp
erien

ce o
f vio

len
ce an

d
 d

eath
, it is easy to

 u
n

d
er-

stan
d

 th
at so

m
e A

sh
an

in
ka gro

u
p

s h
ave lo

st co
n

fid
en

ce in
th

e Lo
cal A

u
th

o
rities an

d
 are in

clin
ed

 to
 m

istru
st p

eo
p

le
fro

m
 o

u
tsid

e, su
ch

 as th
e M

issio
n

aries. Th
e N

om
atsiguenga

h
ave reacted

 d
ifferen

tly. Even
 th

o
u

gh
 th

ey h
ave su

ffered
m

u
ch

 vio
len

ce, th
ey h

ave w
elco

m
ed

 an
d

 accep
ted

 th
e p

res-
en

ce o
f th

e M
issio

n
aries. Fro

m
 th

e p
o

in
t o

f view
 o

f evan
-

gelisatio
n

, th
is gro

u
p

 h
as m

ad
e sign

ifican
t p

ro
gress in

 th
e

p
ast ten

 years. Th
is p

ro
gress is co

n
firm

ed
 by th

e fact th
at

th
e 

N
ew

 
Testam

en
t 

h
as 

n
ow

 
b

een
 

tran
slated

 
in

to
 

th
e

N
om

atsiguenga
lan

gu
age. Fr. Percy p

o
in

ts o
u

t, “Th
e m

o
re

tim
e w

e sp
en

d
 w

ith
 th

e A
shaninka

an
d

 th
e N

om
atsiguenga,

sp
eakin

g th
eir lan

gu
ages an

d
 co

m
in

g to
 kn

ow
 th

eir trad
i-

tio
n

s, th
e m

o
re w

e are co
n

vin
ced

 th
at th

ese tw
o

 eth
n

ic

A
 Sign for the Tim

es

55

sh
eer size o

f th
e Parish

 is a h
u

ge ch
allen

ge. Th
e D

istrict o
f

Pan
go

a co
u

n
ts th

ree h
u

n
d

red
 villages sp

read
 all alo

n
g th

e
Valley. Th

e Valley o
f th

e A
p

u
rim

ac, En
e an

d
 M

an
taro

 rivers
is an

 area o
f ab

o
u

t tw
elve th

o
u

san
d

 sq
u

are kilo
m

etres. In
th

e valley o
f th

e En
e R

iver, fo
r exam

p
le, th

ere are cen
tres

an
d

 in
d

igen
o

u
s co

m
m

u
n

ities th
at w

e can
 reach

 o
n

ly after
an

 eigh
t-h

o
u

r jo
u

rn
ey by b

o
at. Th

e righ
t b

an
k o

f th
e river

b
elo

n
gs 

to
 

th
e 

R
io

 
Tam

b
o

 
D

istrict”. 
N

everth
eless, 

th
e

M
issio

n
aries fro

m
 Pan

go
a visit th

e C
h

ristian
 co

m
m

u
n

ities
o

n
 b

o
th

 b
an

ks o
f th

e river sin
ce th

ere is n
o

 Parish
 ab

le to
assist th

e o
th

er D
istrict. “Th

is is co
n

sid
ered

 an
 area o

f p
ar-

ticu
larly h

igh
 risk”, Fr. Percy co

m
m

en
ts, “b

ecau
se o

f th
e

d
ru

g trad
e an

d
 th

e co
n

tin
u

in
g existen

ce o
f th

e terro
rism

 o
f

th
e ‘Sendero Lum

inoso’ o
r ‘Sh

in
in

g Path
’ G

u
errillas. Th

is is
th

e reaso
n

 w
h

y th
ere are so

 m
an

y m
ilitary b

ases alo
n

g th
e

rivers”. 

To
 give th

eir lives fo
r th

e Faith
Fr. R

an
d

y R
ecalm

e, a Filip
in

o
 C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

ary, co
n

-
tin

u
es, “A

cco
rd

in
g to

 a recen
t rep

o
rt by th

e O
ffice o

f th
e

U
n

ited
 

N
atio

n
s 

fo
r 

th
e 

C
o

n
tro

l 
o

f 
D

ru
gs 

an
d

 
th

e
P

reven
tio

n
 o

f C
rim

e (U
N

O
D

C
), th

is is th
e seco

n
d

 largest
area o

f co
ca cu

ltivatio
n

 in
 th

e w
o

rld
. Th

e activity is co
n

-
tro

lled
 by d

ru
g trad

ers. Th
e farm

ers p
refer to

 grow
 co

ca
b

ecau
se it req

u
ires very little lab

o
u

r, u
n

like tro
p

ical fru
it

th
at is o

ften
 attacked

 by p
arasites th

at d
estroy th

e fru
it

co
m

p
letely”. In

 th
e 1980’s an

d
 1990’s, terro

rist gro
u

p
s like

Sen
d

ero
 Lu

m
in

o
so

 en
tered

 th
is territo

ry, b
u

rn
in

g h
o

u
ses,

killin
g th

e lo
cal o

fficials an
d

 ab
d

u
ctin

g b
oys an

d
 girls. A

large n
u

m
b

er o
f R

eligio
u

s w
ere o

rd
ered

 to
 leave th

e area
u

n
d

er p
ain

 o
f d

eath
. Th

ere w
ere also

 m
artyrs am

o
n

g th
e
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gro
u

p
s, d

esp
ite th

eir lo
n

g d
raw

n
-o

u
t su

fferin
gs, are o

p
en

to
 th

e G
o

sp
el. W

e m
u

st n
o

t b
e in

 a h
u

rry b
u

t m
u

st rath
er

w
alk w

ith
 th

em
”. 

Th
e C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

ary C
o

m
m

u
n

ity o
f Pan

go
a 

C
O

M
B

O
N
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12. B
razil: Th

e G
o

sp
el o

f M
ercy b

eh
in

d
 P

riso
n

B
ars

A
n Italian C

om
boni M

issionary for m
ore than thirty years,

Father 
Saverio 

defen
ds 

the 
hu

m
an

 
rights 

of 
you

ths
im

prisoned in B
razilian juvenile prisons.

Takin
g ad

van
tage o

f a p
au

se in
 th

e in
cessan

t au
tu

m
n

 rain
s,

I m
ad

e m
y u

su
al visit to

 th
e ‘Ed

u
catio

n
al C

en
tre fo

r Yo
u

th
’

in
 Jo

ão
 Pesso

a, th
e cap

ital o
f th

e State o
f Paraíb

a, in
N

o
rth

-East B
razil. It is m

ean
t to

 b
e a reh

ab
ilitatio

n
 cen

tre
fo

r ju
ven

iles co
n

victed
 o

f crim
es, b

u
t th

e stru
ctu

re, co
m

-
p

ared
 

to
 

u
n

d
ergro

u
n

d
 

m
ed

iaeval-style 
p

riso
n

s, 
leaves

n
o

th
in

g to
 b

e d
esired

. B
u

ilt in
 th

e 1970’s, th
e C

en
tre h

as
ro

o
m

 fo
r a m

axim
u

m
 o

f seven
ty yo

u
n

g p
eo

p
le b

u
t it h

o
u

s-
es o

n
 average, o

n
e h

u
n

d
red

 an
d

 sixty. Yo
u

th
s are lo

cked
 in

cells w
ith

 n
o

 ven
tilatio

n
, very little ligh

t an
d

 w
ith

 so
u

n
d

-
p

ro
o

f w
alls. Th

e ceilin
g is fu

ll o
f cracks. Th

e m
attresses are

p
iled

 u
p

 in
 th

e co
u

rtyard
 to

 d
ry in

 th
e su

n
. Th

ere is ru
b

-
b

ish
 everyw

h
ere an

d
 a stro

n
g sm

ell o
f sew

age. It is clean
-

in
g tim

e. So
m

e w
ash

 th
e flo

o
rs w

h
ile o

th
ers clean

 th
e

sh
eets sp

read
 o

u
t o

n
 th

e gro
u

n
d

. Th
ey h

ave to
 b

e q
u

ick, as
w

ater is availab
le o

n
ly th

ree tim
es a d

ay fo
r a p

erio
d

 o
f fif-

teen
 m

in
u

tes each
. In

 th
at tim

e, th
ey h

ave to
 sh

ow
er, clean

th
e to

ilets an
d

 d
o

 th
eir w

ash
in

g. Th
ey sh

o
u

ld
 really b

e at
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o
f gettin

g o
u

t o
f th

at h
ell as so

o
n

 as p
o

ssib
le. 

I com
e in

 at 10:00 am
 an

d leave at 4:00 pm
. I get in

 m
y

car. It w
ill take m

e at least tw
o days to digest all I h

ave h
eard

an
d 

seen
. 

M
y 

h
eart 

is 
torn

 
by 

differen
t 

feelin
gs. 

Th
e

stron
gest is an

ger. I can
n

ot be in
differen

t faced w
ith

 all th
at

is h
appen

in
g to th

e youth
 of B

razil. Th
rough

out th
e coun

-
try th

ere are tw
en

ty-th
ree th

ousan
d youth

 betw
een

 tw
elve

an
d eigh

teen
 years of age locked up in

 prison
s for juven

ile
offen

ders w
h

ich
, w

ith
 a few

 rare exception
s, are just great

social ‘coffin
s’ in

 w
h

ich
 all h

um
an

 dign
ity is buried. Th

ese
boys, in

 spite of everyth
in

g, are ‘lucky’ as th
ey are still alive.

In
 2017, m

ore th
an

 th
irty th

ousan
d youn

g people from
 fif-

teen
 to tw

en
ty-n

in
e years of age w

ere killed. O
f th

ese,
alm

ost four th
ousan

d w
ere boys aged betw

een
 sixteen

 an
d

seven
teen

. A
lm

ost all th
e youth

 w
h

o w
ere killed w

ere poor,
black an

d livin
g in

 areas aroun
d cities th

at h
ave been

 aban
-

don
ed by State In

stitution
s an

d are ruled by th
e drug trade.

W
h

at is h
ap

p
en

in
g is n

o
th

in
g less th

an
 th

e exterm
in

a-
tio

n
 o

f p
art o

f B
razil’s im

p
overish

ed
 yo

u
th

. W
e m

u
st sto

p
th

is b
lo

o
d

sh
ed

. Let u
s p

lay o
u

r p
art by carryin

g o
u

t p
ro

j-
ects aim

ed
 at su

p
p

o
rtin

g vu
ln

erab
le m

in
o

rs, d
efen

d
in

g
an

d
 p

ro
m

o
tin

g th
eir h

u
m

an
 righ

ts, m
o

tivatin
g th

em
 to

b
eco

m
e go

o
d

 citizen
s an

d
 even

 lead
ers. 

O
n

ce I get h
o

m
e, I p

u
t m

y n
o

tes in
 o

rd
er, in

sert th
e

p
h

o
to

s an
d

 p
rep

are th
e latest rep

o
rt to

 p
resen

t to
 th

e
A

u
th

o
rities. D

u
rin

g th
e co

m
in

g d
ays I w

ill b
e o

n
 a p

il-
grim

age to
 vario

u
s O

ffices seekin
g legal assistan

ce to
 in

ves-
tigate th

e vio
latio

n
 o

f th
e righ

ts o
f th

o
se yo

u
n

g m
en

. I try
to

 m
ake it p

o
ssib

le fo
r th

eir vo
ices to

 b
e h

eard
 in

 so
ciety,

so
 th

at th
ey can

 receive th
e h

elp
 th

ey n
eed

 to
 ch

an
ge th

eir
lives.
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sch
o

o
l b

u
t th

ere is n
o

 u
se go

in
g as th

e teach
ers are refu

s-
in

g 
to

 
w

o
rk, 

h
avin

g 
n

o
t 

received
 

th
eir 

p
ay 

fo
r 

th
ree

m
o

n
th

s. 

M
y h

eart is to
rn

 b
etw

een
 d

ifferen
t feelin

gs
I sto

p
 o

u
tsid

e every cell, as I h
ave b

een
 d

o
in

g fo
r th

e last
th

irty years. Th
ey all co

m
e clo

se to
 th

e b
ars. Th

ey all h
ave

a sto
ry to

 tell, esp
ecially w

h
en

 th
ey fin

d
 so

m
eo

n
e w

illin
g

to
 listen

 to
 th

em
 w

ith
 resp

ect. I reach
 in

sid
e th

e b
ars an

d
sh

ake h
an

d
s w

ith
 th

em
 all. I call th

em
 by n

am
e, greet th

em
an

d
 listen

 to
 th

em
 atten

tively. Th
ey are fed

 u
p

 b
ein

g clo
sed

in
 tw

en
ty-fo

u
r h

o
u

rs a d
ay in

 cells m
easu

rin
g ju

st a few
sq

u
are m

etres w
ith

 n
o

th
in

g to
 d

o
. Th

ey tell m
e th

ey go
 o

u
t

in
to

 th
e co

u
rtyard

 th
ree tim

es a w
eek fo

r h
alf an

 h
o

u
r.

Th
ey co

m
p

lain
 ab

o
u

t th
e fo

o
d

. So
m

e sp
eak o

f recen
t

visito
rs w

h
ile o

th
ers are sad

 th
at th

ey h
ave h

ad
 n

o
 visits as

th
eir fam

ilies live far aw
ay an

d
 h

ave n
o

 m
o

n
ey fo

r th
e

tran
sp

o
rt. Th

ey ask m
e q

u
estio

n
s. Th

ey w
an

t to
 kn

ow
ab

o
u

t th
eir co

u
rt cases. Th

ey rep
o

rt th
e attacks o

n
 th

em
 by

th
e w

ard
ers. I take n

o
te o

f everyth
in

g th
ey say. I take so

m
e

p
h

o
to

grap
h

s o
f th

e p
lace an

d
, esp

ecially, o
f th

e b
ru

ises
cau

sed
, th

ey say, by th
e w

ard
ers. So

m
e ask fo

r h
elp

 b
u

t I
can

n
o

t p
rovid

e everyth
in

g. O
ften

, I h
ave to

 sh
ru

g m
y

sh
o

u
ld

ers to
 sh

ow
 th

ere is n
o

th
in

g I can
 d

o
. I take fro

m
 m

y
satch

el th
e d

o
zen

s o
f rep

o
rts I h

ave alread
y sen

t to
 th

e
‘C

o
u

rt fo
r Ju

ven
iles’, rep

o
rtin

g th
e situ

atio
n

 b
u

t I h
ave to

ad
m

it th
e resu

lts are p
o

o
r. Th

ey ask m
e to

 p
ray w

ith
 th

em
.

I read
 a p

assage fro
m

 th
e G

o
sp

el an
d

 sp
eak o

f th
e love o

f
G

o
d

 fo
r each

 o
n

e o
f u

s. Th
o

se w
h

o
 w

ish
 freely ad

d
 th

eir
reflectio

n
s. To

 en
d

, each
 p

rays fo
r th

eir fam
ily an

d
 frien

d
s

an
d

, m
o

st o
f all, to

 h
ave a seco

n
d

 ch
an

ce. Th
ey all d

ream
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alisatio
n

 by m
ean

s o
f a p

resen
ce in

 th
eir lives th

at allow
s

th
e m

ercifu
l love o

f G
o

d
 to

 sh
in

e th
ro

u
gh

. In
 o

u
r p

asto
ral

w
o

rk, actio
n

s sp
eak lo

u
d

er th
an

 w
o

rd
s. O

n
e o

f th
e th

in
gs

th
at su

rp
rises th

e yo
u

th
 is th

e w
ay w

e lo
o

k at th
em

. U
sed

as th
ey are to

 b
ein

g lo
o

ked
 u

p
o

n
 w

ith
 co

n
tem

p
t, th

ey see
in

 o
u

r gaze a lo
o

k o
f love cap

ab
le o

f go
in

g b
eyo

n
d

 ap
p

ear-
an

ces to
 th

eir in
trin

sic w
o

rth
 as h

u
m

an
 p

erso
n

s m
ad

e in
th

e im
age an

d
 liken

ess o
f G

o
d

. W
e n

ever ask ab
o

u
t th

e
crim

es th
ey h

ave co
m

m
itted

. Th
ey h

ave alread
y b

een
 asked

th
o

se q
u

estio
n

s w
h

en
 th

ey w
ere in

terro
gated

 by th
e p

o
lice,

in
 co

u
rt an

d
 in

 th
e p

riso
n

 itself. W
e are n

o
t in

terested
 in

th
e p

ast. W
h

at m
atters to

 u
s is th

at it is p
o

ssib
le to

 b
u

ild
so

m
eth

in
g startin

g h
ere an

d
 n

ow
. B

u
t to

 set in
 m

o
tio

n
 th

is
p

ro
cess o

f b
u

ild
in

g u
p

 th
eir lives, it is essen

tial fo
r th

em
 to

m
eet p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 w

ill take care o
f th

em
 w

ith
 love. O

n
ly

th
is love can

 fo
ster th

e au
to

n
o

m
y, freed

o
m

 an
d

 sen
se o

f
resp

o
n

sib
ility th

at th
ey so

 d
esp

erately n
eed

.

Fath
er Saverio

 Pao
lillo

 m
ccj

A
 Sign for the Tim

es

61

To
 take care o

f th
em

Th
ere are m

an
y w

h
o

 criticise m
e, accu

sin
g m

e o
f d

efen
d

in
g

‘b
an

d
its’. I o

ften
 receive d

eath
 th

reats b
u

t I am
 u

sed
 to

 th
at

by n
ow

. In
 B

razil, law
s are b

ein
g p

rep
ared

 to
 crim

in
alise

th
e d

efen
d

ers o
f h

u
m

an
 righ

ts d
efen

d
ers, sp

o
n

so
red

 m
o

st-
ly by sectio

n
s o

f th
e m

ed
ia. I h

ave n
ever ap

p
roved

 o
f th

e
crim

es co
m

m
itted

 by su
ch

 yo
u

th
. It cau

ses m
e great p

ain
 to

see th
em

 in
vo

lved
 in

 crim
e, esp

ecially w
h

en
, by th

eir vio
-

len
t acts, th

ey o
ffen

d
 th

e d
ign

ity o
f o

th
er p

eo
p

le. B
u

t I
refu

se to
 b

elieve th
at th

ey are b
eyo

n
d

 red
em

p
tio

n
. Th

e
w

o
rd

 ‘lo
st’ is n

o
t in

 m
y vo

cab
u

lary. I b
elieve in

 th
e d

ign
ity

o
f every p

erso
n

 an
d

 in
 th

eir ab
ility to

 ch
an

ge. C
h

an
ge is

p
o

ssib
le, esp

ecially w
h

en
 th

ere are p
eo

p
le read

y to
 len

d
 a

h
an

d
.

A
 p

erso
n

 can
n

o
t b

e d
efin

ed
 m

erely by w
h

at th
ey d

o
.

Each
 h

u
m

an
 b

ein
g is w

o
rth

 m
u

ch
 m

o
re th

an
 th

e crim
es

th
ey m

ay h
ave co

m
m

itted
. Each

 p
erso

n
 h

as an
 in

trin
sic

d
ign

ity th
at is w

aitin
g fo

r th
e ch

an
ce to

 em
erge. I am

 cer-
tain

 th
at th

e m
o

st effective w
ay to

 d
efeat vio

len
ce is to

gu
aran

tee fu
n

d
am

en
tal h

u
m

an
 righ

ts fo
r all, esp

ecially th
e

righ
t to

 live to
geth

er in
 a fam

ily, su
rro

u
n

d
ed

 by a d
eep

exp
erien

ce o
f love. 

Th
e yo

u
th

 I h
ave seen

 in
 th

e p
riso

n
s an

d
 th

o
se I m

eet in
th

e sh
an

ty tow
n

s w
h

ere I h
ave ch

o
sen

 to
 live, h

ave n
ever

h
ad

 an
yo

n
e to

 take care o
f th

em
. Left to

 fen
d

 fo
r th

em
-

selves fro
m

 th
eir earliest years, alm

o
st all th

e tim
e d

ep
rived

o
f th

eir righ
ts, th

ey d
o

 n
o

t kn
ow

 w
h

at it m
ean

s to
 b

e loved
,

ackn
ow

led
ged

 o
r resp

ected
. So

m
e o

f th
em

 d
o

 n
o

t co
n

sid
-

er th
em

selves w
o

rth
y o

f b
ein

g loved
. 

O
u

r m
issio

n
ary w

o
rk in

 th
e p

riso
n

s fo
r ju

ven
iles m

u
st

b
reak th

is cycle o
f ab

an
d

o
n

m
en

t, in
d

ifferen
ce an

d
 m

argin
-

C
O

M
B

O
N

IM
ISSIO

N
A

R
IES

60

c
o
m
b
o
n
i
 b
o
o
k
 w
i
t
h
 c
o
n
t
.
  1

1
/
6
/
1
9
  1

2
:
1
0
  P

a
g
e
 6
6



13. P
eru

: M
issio

n
 at th

e fo
o

t o
f th

e Vo
lcan

o

A
 C

om
boni M

issionary describes how
 his life becam

e m
ore

m
eaningful w

hen he w
as assigned as Parish P

riest on the
outskirts of a tow

n in Peru at the foot of an active volcano.

M
issio

n
ary w

o
rk h

as filled
 m

y life w
ith

 m
ean

in
g, so

 m
u

ch
so

, th
at I can

 say th
at I am

 tru
ly fu

lfilled
 as a p

erso
n

 an
d

 as
a C

h
ristian

. H
ere in

 th
e A

lto
 Selva A

legre D
istrict in

 Peru
,

th
e 

C
o

m
b

o
n

i 
M

issio
n

aries 
h

ave 
h

ad
 

an
 

u
n

in
terru

p
ted

p
resen

ce fo
r th

e last fo
rty-seven

 years. O
u

r Parish
 o

f th
e

G
o

o
d

 
Sh

ep
h

erd
 

is 
in

 
th

e 
h

igh
est 

p
art 

o
f 

th
e 

city 
o

f
A

req
u

ip
p

a, w
h

ere w
e are 2,500 m

etres ab
ove sea level, o

n
th

e w
estern

 slo
p

e o
f th

e M
isti vo

lcan
o

. 
Th

e C
o

m
b

o
n

i M
issio

n
 in

vo
lves livin

g w
ith

 th
e m

o
st

m
argin

alised
 o

f p
eo

p
le – th

o
se w

h
o

m
 so

-called
 p

ro
gress

h
as left far b

eh
in

d
. A

n
d

 so
 th

e h
ap

p
iest m

o
m

en
ts o

f m
y

life h
ave b

een
 sp

en
t in

 sh
arin

g th
e lives o

f th
e sim

p
lest

p
eo

p
le. It is th

ey w
h

o
, in

 reality, are fu
ll o

f th
e h

u
m

an
 an

d
sp

iritu
al valu

es th
at m

ake th
em

 o
p

en
 to

 G
o

d
. It is th

ey
w

h
o

 are m
o

st w
illin

g to
 accep

t th
e m

essage o
f th

e G
o

sp
el.

It h
as b

een
 th

ree years sin
ce I settled

 h
ere as p

riest o
f

th
is Parish

, b
u

t alread
y th

e n
am

es an
d

 faces o
f th

ese m
en

,
w

o
m

en
 an

d
 ch

ild
ren

 fill m
y h

eart. 
Sin

ce th
e m

o
m

en
t I arrived

, I felt th
at Peru

 w
as th

e p
lace

th
e Lo

rd
 w

an
ted

 fo
r m

e an
d

 w
h

ere I h
ad

 to
 stay. H

ere in
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m
u

n
ities, th

is w
o

u
ld

 b
e im

p
o

ssib
le. Th

ey to
o

 are sen
t by

Jesu
s C

h
rist to

 sh
are th

e M
issio

n
. It is n

o
t ju

st th
e jo

b
 o

f
p

riests an
d

 m
issio

n
aries. 

Fo
r m

an
y years, in

 fact, w
e h

ave relied
 o

n
 th

e w
itn

ess
esp

ecially 
o

f 
Lay 

M
issio

n
aries 

w
h

o
 

live 
th

e 
C

o
m

b
o

n
i

C
h

arism
. W

e are b
lessed

 w
ith

 tw
o

 lay p
eo

p
le fro

m
 Peru

, a
N

o
rth

 A
m

erican
 fam

ily o
f d

o
cto

rs w
ith

 tw
o

 d
au

gh
ters an

d
a yo

u
n

g G
erm

an
 vo

lu
n

teer.
I, w

h
o

 co
n

secrated
 m

y life to
 G

o
d

 to
 serve th

e M
issio

n
,

h
ave n

o
 d

o
u

b
t w

h
atso

ever th
at it h

as b
een

 w
o

rth
 th

e co
st.

Th
ere is n

o
 o

th
er vo

catio
n

al o
r p

ro
fessio

n
al p

ath
 in

 w
h

ich
m

y talen
ts w

o
u

ld
 h

ave b
een

 given
 so

 m
u

ch
 sco

p
e an

d
 in

w
h

ich
 m

y valu
es co

u
ld

 h
ave b

een
 p

u
t to

 w
o

rk so
 effective-

ly. I h
ave n

o
 d

o
u

b
t th

at th
is w

as th
e greatest o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity o

f
m

y life. I to
o

k th
e risk o

f co
m

m
ittin

g m
y life to

 Jesu
s an

d
h

is m
issio

n
ary d

ream
 b

ecam
e m

in
e. 

Fath
er C

o
n

rad
o

 Fran
co

 m
ccj

A
 Sign for the Tim

es
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th
is rem

o
te p

lace far fro
m

 th
e eco

n
o

m
ic p

u
lse, th

e h
eart o

f
h

u
m

an
ity b

eats m
o

re su
rely an

d
 th

e p
resen

ce o
f G

o
d

 can
b

e exp
erien

ced
 w

ith
 greater in

ten
sity. 

First, it w
as th

e lay p
eo

p
le an

d
 th

e w
arm

th
 o

f th
eir w

el-
co

m
e th

at stru
ck m

e. Th
ey h

ave a great sen
se o

f G
o

d
 an

d
th

ey w
ait w

ith
 eagern

ess fo
r th

e padrecitos
(th

e p
riests).

Seco
n

d
ly, it h

as b
een

 in
sp

irin
g to

 see h
ow

 th
ey co

llab
o

-
rate so

 effectively in
 a ran

ge o
f p

ro
jects in

 th
e d

ifferen
t vil-

lages, n
u

rtu
rin

g th
e seed

s sow
n

 by p
revio

u
s C

o
m

b
o

n
i

M
issio

n
aries.

Th
ere are th

irty-five th
o

u
san

d
 in

h
ab

itan
ts in

 m
y Parish

an
d

 th
ere is a h

u
ge am

o
u

n
t o

f w
o

rk to
 d

o
 – th

o
u

gh
 th

e
p

eo
p

le are o
p

en
 to

 G
o

d
, th

e m
ajo

rity h
ave n

o
t h

ad
 m

u
ch

co
n

tact w
ith

 th
e C

h
u

rch
 so

 th
ere are m

an
y reso

u
rces to

 cre-
ate, in

frastru
ctu

re to
 d

evelo
p

 an
d

 p
eo

p
le to

 acco
m

p
an

y,
fro

m
 ch

ild
ren

 to
 th

e eld
erly.

O
u

r Parish
 h

as tw
o

 n
u

rseries w
ith

 tw
o

 h
u

n
d

red
 an

d
fo

rty ch
ild

ren
 as w

ell as a so
u

p
 kitch

en
. 

Parish
 vo

lu
n

teers b
rin

g o
u

r sen
io

r citizen
s to

geth
er,

tw
ice a w

eek, in
 o

rd
er to

 b
efrien

d
 th

o
se w

h
o

 are lo
n

ely an
d

h
elp

 o
th

ers w
h

o
 h

ave, in
 so

m
e in

stan
ces, b

een
 en

tirely fo
r-

saken
. H

ere th
ey can

 sh
are th

eir faith
 an

d
 also

 receive m
ed

-
ical atten

tio
n

. Th
e D

au
gh

ters o
f C

am
illu

s assist u
s in

 h
elp

-
in

g th
e sick, as th

ey ru
n

 o
u

r tw
o

 H
ealth

 C
en

tres. It is th
e

m
iracle o

f th
e so

lid
arity o

f th
e C

ath
o

lic Faith
fu

l (b
o

th
in

sid
e Peru

 an
d

 b
eyo

n
d

) th
at m

akes it p
o

ssib
le fo

r u
s to

m
ain

tain
 th

ese services th
at h

ave b
eco

m
e su

ch
 a su

p
p

o
rt

fo
r so

 m
an

y. 
Po

p
e Fran

cis u
rges th

e C
h

u
rch

 to
 ‘go

 o
u

t’ in
 o

rd
er to

reach
 everyo

n
e. W

ith
o

u
t th

e co
m

m
itted

 w
o

rk o
f h

u
n

d
red

s
o

f lay p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 give o
f th

eir lives to
 th

eir C
h

ristian
 co

m
-

C
O

M
B

O
N

IM
ISSIO

N
A

R
IES
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14. P
eru

: P
ath

s o
f H

o
p

e

A
 sm

all C
om

boni M
issionary C

om
m

unity of Sisters live and
w

ork on the outskirts of the Peruvian C
apital, Lim

a, am
ong

the poorest and neediest. H
ere, they share their experience. 

Pam
p

lo
n

a A
lta, o

n
 th

e o
u

tskirts o
f Lim

a, is h
o

m
e to

 over
30,000 p

eo
p

le. Th
is sh

an
ty tow

n
 w

as fo
rm

ed
 o

n
 th

e n
igh

t
o

f D
ecem

b
er 31st 1999, w

h
en

 th
o

u
san

d
s o

f p
eo

p
le in

vad
-

ed
 th

e d
u

sty h
ills o

f th
is regio

n
. Th

ey set u
p

 ten
ts an

d
 sm

all
h

o
u

ses b
u

ilt o
u

t o
f w

o
o

d
 an

d
 p

lastic sh
eetin

g. Th
e sh

an
ty

tow
n

 lacks clean
 w

ater, electricity an
d

 d
rain

age an
d

 yet
h

ere, a sm
all C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

ary C
o

m
m

u
n

ity h
as d

ecid
-

ed
 to

 settle d
ow

n
. It’s a co

m
m

u
n

ity o
f fo

u
r Sisters fro

m
 d

if-
feren

t co
u

n
tries. Each

 d
ay th

ey clim
b

 th
e h

ills o
f Pam

p
lo

n
a

A
lta to

 p
rovid

e su
p

p
o

rt to
 th

e lo
cal in

h
ab

itan
ts.

Th
e Sisters are p

articu
larly co

m
m

itted
 to

 creatin
g ‘Lo

cal
C

h
ristian

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ities’ an
d

 train
in

g p
eo

p
le to

 lead
 th

eir
co

m
m

u
n

ities b
o

th
 sp

iritu
ally an

d
 so

cially. Sister A
m

in
e

A
b

rah
ão

 is fro
m

 B
razil an

d
 h

as sp
en

t m
o

re th
an

 tw
en

ty
years in

 Peru
. Sh

e to
ld

 u
s th

at sh
e an

d
 th

e o
th

er Sisters
arrived

 in
 Pam

p
lo

n
a A

lta o
n

 Feb
ru

ary 23rd
 2002 w

ith
 th

e
p

u
rp

o
se o

f sh
arin

g th
e life an

d
 stru

ggles o
f th

e p
o

o
rest o

f
th

e p
o

o
r. 

In
 Pam

p
lo

n
a A

lta each
 Lo

cal C
h

ristian
 C

o
m

m
u

n
ity’s

n
am

e is in
sp

ired
 by h

o
p

e - V
ista A

legre, A
lb

o
rad

a, Parad
ise

A
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- all n
am

es th
at evo

ke a b
eau

tifu
l lan

d
. Ju

st like th
e p

eo
p

le
o

f Israel in
 th

e d
esert, th

ese p
eo

p
le are lo

o
kin

g fo
r “a n

ew
lan

d
 flow

in
g w

ith
 m

ilk an
d

 h
o

n
ey”.

It’s 
b

een
 

to
u

gh
, 

b
u

t 
n

o
n

eth
eless 

th
e 

C
o

m
b

o
n

i
M

issio
n

ary Sisters h
ave m

ad
e so

m
e rem

arkab
le gain

s. 
Fo

u
r b

asic h
ealth

 clin
ics h

ave b
een

 b
u

ilt as w
ell as

sch
o

o
ls, am

o
n

g th
em

 th
e ‘Faith

 an
d

 Joy C
o

llege’ w
ith

 o
n

e
th

o
u

san
d

 
eigh

t 
h

u
n

d
red

 
p

u
p

ils. 
M

an
aged

 
b

y 
Jesu

it
M

issio
n

aries, it is ackn
ow

led
ged

 as th
e b

est in
 th

e area.
Sister A

m
in

e says, “Everyth
in

g is th
e fru

it o
f th

e H
o

ly
Sp

irit an
d

 th
e resu

lt o
f th

e co
llab

o
ratio

n
 an

d
 o

rgan
izatio

n
o

f th
e lo

cal p
eo

p
le. W

e train
 th

e co
m

m
u

n
ity lead

ers o
f

each
 area, so

 th
at th

ey can
 take ch

arge o
f th

eir ow
n

 fu
tu

re”. 
Each

 area is like a sm
all co

m
m

u
n

ity, w
ith

 a p
u

b
lic d

in
-

in
g-h

all, p
rovid

in
g ch

ild
ren

 w
ith

 n
u

tritio
n

ally b
alan

ced
m

eals. Th
ere is also

 a p
u

b
lic p

h
arm

acy. Ed
u

catio
n

al p
ro

-
gram

m
es h

ave also
 b

een
 set u

p
 w

ith
 th

e go
al o

f n
o

rm
aliz-

in
g th

e co
n

cep
t o

f ed
u

catio
n

 an
d

 literacy fo
r w

o
m

en
. In

 all
co

m
m

u
n

ities p
eo

p
le can

 atten
d

 catech
etical co

u
rses, an

d
th

e celeb
ratio

n
 o

f G
o

d
’s W

o
rd

 an
d

 Eu
ch

arist take p
lace

o
n

ce a m
o

n
th

. Th
is w

ay ‘faith
 an

d
 life’ go

 to
geth

er.
Sister M

arth
a D

u
m

a fro
m

 Ecu
ad

o
r says, “In

 m
y co

m
-

m
u

n
ity, I o

rgan
ize B

ap
tism

 an
d

 First C
o

m
m

u
n

io
n

 cate-
ch

ism
 fo

r ad
u

lts. I visit fam
ilies an

d
 m

ake su
re th

at p
eo

p
le

w
ith

 p
articu

lar d
iseases can

 b
e h

o
sp

italized
. W

e, in
 o

u
r

co
m

m
u

n
ity, also

 o
ffer extra ed

u
catio

n
al su

p
p

o
rt to

 th
o

se
w

ith
 d

ifficu
lty in

 learn
in

g”.

Th
e ‘W

o
m

en
 En

trep
ren

eu
r’ P

ro
ject

Th
e 

C
o

m
b

o
n

i 
Sisters 

h
ave 

in
itiated

 
a 

p
ro

ject 
called

‘W
o

m
en

 En
trep

ren
eu

rs’. Th
is in

clu
d

es train
in

g co
u

rses in

C
O

M
B

O
N

IM
ISSIO

N
A

R
IES
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h
o

m
e eco

n
o

m
ics, kn

ittin
g, n

eigh
b

o
rh

o
o

d
 p

h
arm

acy an
d

n
atu

ral m
ed

icin
e. “W

e w
an

t w
o

m
en

 to
 b

e p
ro

tago
n

ists,
an

d
 n

o
t victim

s an
ym

o
re – n

o
t victim

s o
f d

o
m

estic vio
-

len
ce n

o
r o

f its co
n

seq
u

en
ces, o

n
e o

f w
h

ich
 is th

at th
ey are

exclu
d

ed
 fro

m
 th

e eco
n

o
m

y”, Sister A
m

in
e says. “W

o
m

en
are th

e h
eart o

f th
e w

o
rld

. Th
at’s w

h
y I en

co
u

rage th
em

 n
o

t
to

 b
e afraid

 o
f facin

g p
ro

b
lem

s. I try to
 h

elp
 th

em
 n

o
t to

feel sad
 o

r overw
h

elm
ed

. Th
ey can

 overco
m

e an
y d

ifficu
l-

ty. Th
ey m

u
st tru

st G
o

d
 an

d
 th

ey w
ill b

e ab
le to

 face an
y

p
ro

b
lem

”. 
Sister A

sm
eret A

regay fro
m

 Eth
io

p
ia, w

h
o

 h
as sp

en
t

eigh
t years in

 th
is M

issio
n

, p
o

in
ts th

at, “th
e reaso

n
 w

h
y w

e
are h

ere is b
ecau

se w
e b

elieve th
is is a p

lace w
h

ere G
o

d
d

w
ells. In

 o
u

r p
asto

ral w
o

rk w
e h

ear H
is w

o
rd

 th
ro

u
gh

id
en

tifyin
g w

ith
 th

e su
fferin

g o
f o

u
r p

eo
p

le. W
e live w

ith
th

em
, w

e sh
are th

eir exp
erien

ces”. “Yes, h
ere”, ad

d
s Sister

A
m

in
e, “W

e h
ave a great ch

an
ce to

 create an
 en

viro
n

m
en

t
w

h
ere w

e can
 b

eh
ave like th

e first C
h

ristian
s”.

Th
e C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

ary C
o

m
m

u
n

ity o
f Pam

p
lo

n
a A

lta 

A
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15. C
o

m
b

o
n

i M
issio

n
aries an

d
 A

d
vo

cacy w
ith

In
tern

atio
n

al O
rgan

izatio
n

s

Fro
m

 St. D
an

iel C
o

m
b

o
n

i’s first trip
 to

 A
frica, h

e w
as h

o
r-

rified
 by th

e h
u

m
an

 an
d

 so
cial ravages w

ro
u

gh
t by th

e
slave trad

e. Th
ro

u
gh

o
u

t h
is life C

o
m

b
o

n
i fo

u
gh

t again
st

slavery by a variety o
f m

ean
s, in

clu
d

in
g freein

g slaves
w

h
en

ever p
o

ssib
le; w

h
eth

er by ‘red
eem

in
g’ th

em
 at slave

m
arkets o

r p
ro

tectin
g ru

n
-aw

ay slaves in
 th

e M
issio

n
s. H

e
d

en
o

u
n

ced
 slavery in

 letters an
d

 p
u

b
licatio

n
s in

 o
rd

er to
stir u

p
 p

u
b

lic o
p

in
io

n
. H

e also
 so

u
gh

t th
e assistan

ce o
f

Eu
ro

p
ean

 govern
m

en
ts an

d
 o

b
tain

ed
 su

p
p

o
rt fro

m
 vario

u
s

A
u

th
o

rities in
 Egyp

t an
d

 fro
m

 A
u

th
o

rities o
f th

e O
tto

m
an

Em
p

ire su
ch

 as th
e Su

ltan
 o

f C
o

n
stan

tin
o

p
le.

H
e 

en
co

u
raged

 
an

d
 

su
p

p
o

rted
 

G
en

eral 
G

o
rd

o
n

,
R

o
m

o
lo

 G
essi an

d
 o

th
ers w

h
o

 so
u

gh
t to

 extirp
ate th

e
gan

gs o
f slave raid

ers. C
o

m
b

o
n

i also
 so

u
gh

t to
 fo

ster th
e

eco
n

o
m

ic 
an

d
 

so
cial 

d
evelo

p
m

en
t 

o
f 

A
frica. 

H
is 

P
lan

in
clu

d
ed

 several levels o
f ed

u
catio

n
 an

d
 skill-train

in
g fo

r
b

o
th

 m
en

 an
d

 w
o

m
en

. C
o

m
b

o
n

i n
eed

ed
 to

 o
b

tain
 fin

an
-

cial su
p

p
o

rt fo
r h

is p
ro

jects an
d

 h
e n

eed
ed

 th
e co

o
p

eratio
n

o
f 

o
th

er 
m

issio
n

ary 
gro

u
p

s, 
esp

ecially 
th

o
se 

w
h

o
 

h
ad

alread
y estab

lish
ed

 M
issio

n
s o

n
 th

e co
asts o

f A
frica.

To
d

ay w
e w

o
u

ld
 co

n
sid

er m
an

y o
f C

o
m

b
o

n
i’s activities

to
 b

e ‘ad
vo

cacy’ o
n

 b
eh

alf o
f A

frica. So
m

e m
ay p

refer th
e

lan
gu

age o
f ‘M

issio
n

 A
w

aren
ess’ an

d
 ‘M

issio
n

 P
ro

m
o

tio
n

’. 
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over n
atu

ral reso
u

rces su
ch

 as w
ater an

d
 lan

d
. N

o
 n

atio
n

actin
g alo

n
e can

 slow
 d

ow
n

 glo
b

al clim
ate ch

an
ge. 

A
gen

cies o
f th

e U
n

ited
 N

atio
n

s o
rgan

ize th
e effo

rts to
ad

d
ress th

e p
ro

b
lem

, b
u

t th
e co

o
p

eratio
n

 o
f every n

atio
n

in
 th

e w
o

rld
 is req

u
ired

. Sin
ce th

is is a m
atter o

f life an
d

d
eath

 fo
r co

u
n

tless m
illio

n
s o

f p
eo

p
le, M

issio
n

aries n
eed

to
 p

lay a ro
le in

 m
akin

g th
e situ

atio
n

 kn
ow

n
 - refu

tin
g th

e
d

elib
erate 

m
isin

fo
rm

atio
n

 
d

issem
in

ated
 

by 
th

o
se 

w
ith

vested
 in

terests an
d

 en
co

u
ragin

g co
o

p
eratio

n
 in

 a co
m

-
m

o
n

 effo
rt. 

A
 glo

b
al su

rfeit o
f w

eap
o

n
s an

d
 th

e illegal, clan
d

estin
e

co
m

m
erce in

 w
eap

o
n

s, co
n

trib
u

tes greatly to
 vio

len
ce an

d
h

avo
c in

 A
frica an

d
 elsew

h
ere. In

 A
p

ril 2013, after d
ecad

es
o

f ad
vo

cacy by an
 en

o
rm

o
u

s co
alitio

n
 o

f civil so
ciety

gro
u

p
s, th

e U
N

 G
en

eral A
ssem

b
ly ap

p
roved

 th
e ‘A

rm
s

Trad
e Treaty’ th

at w
ill p

u
t so

m
e lim

its o
n

 th
e sco

u
rge. Th

is
treaty, th

o
u

gh
 im

p
erfect, co

u
ld

 save ten
s o

f th
o

u
san

d
s o

f
lives. O

n
ce fifty n

atio
n

s h
ave ratified

 th
e Treaty, it w

ill go
in

to
 effect.

Th
en

 co
u

n
tries w

ill th
en

 n
eed

 to
 in

co
rp

o
rate th

e p
rovi-

sio
n

s o
f th

e Treaty in
to

 th
eir law

s, an
d

 w
ill n

eed
 to

 d
ed

i-
cate fu

n
d

in
g an

d
 p

erso
n

n
el to

 im
p

lem
en

t it. Th
is w

ill n
o

t
take p

lace au
to

m
atically. M

issio
n

aries, w
h

o
 kn

ow
 fro

m
exp

erien
ce th

e h
o

rro
r o

f th
e m

an
y d

eath
s an

d
 m

u
tilatio

n
s

cau
sed

 by trafficked
 w

eap
o

n
s, m

u
st ad

vo
cate fo

r th
e effec-

tive im
p

lem
en

tatio
n

 o
f th

e Treaty. 
P

ro
gress h

as b
een

 m
ad

e in
 glo

b
al effo

rts to
 erad

icate
A

ID
S, tu

b
ercu

lo
sis an

d
 m

alaria, b
u

t ad
vo

cacy is req
u

ired
 to

co
n

tin
u

e an
d

 stren
gth

en
 th

e m
u

ltin
atio

n
al fu

n
d

in
g an

d
services th

at o
ffer h

o
p

e fo
r p

resen
t an

d
 fu

tu
re gen

eratio
n

s.
M

issio
n

aries 
w

ith
 

first-h
an

d
 

kn
ow

led
ge 

o
f 

th
e 

ad
verse

A
 Sign for the Tim

es
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Th
e reality is th

at th
ese term

s overlap
. Even

 th
o

u
gh

C
o

m
b

o
n

i’s u
ltim

ate go
al w

as to
 h

elp
 estab

lish
 th

e R
eign

 o
f

G
o

d
 in

 A
frica, th

e ‘R
egen

eratio
n

’ o
f A

frica as C
o

m
b

o
n

i
u

n
d

ersto
o

d
 it in

clu
d

ed
 d

im
en

sio
n

s th
at th

o
se w

h
o

 w
ere

n
o

t co
m

m
itted

 C
h

ristian
s co

u
ld

 u
n

d
erstan

d
 an

d
 w

illin
gly

su
p

p
o

rt 
fo

r 
h

u
m

an
itarian

 
o

r 
even

 
p

o
litical 

reaso
n

s.
Fo

llow
in

g Evan
gelii N

u
n

tian
d

i an
d

 th
e 1971 W

o
rld

 Syn
o

d
o

f B
ish

o
p

s en
titled

 ‘Ju
stice in

 th
e W

o
rld

’, th
e ‘R

u
le o

f Life’
o

f th
e C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

aries exp
licitly states th

at in
tegral

to
 p

reach
in

g th
e G

o
sp

el is th
e lib

eratin
g o

f every h
u

m
an

p
erso

n
 fro

m
 sin

, selfish
n

ess, vio
len

ce an
d

 in
ju

stice as w
ell

as fro
m

 n
eed

 an
d

 o
p

p
ressive stru

ctu
res.

In
 a variety o

f w
ays th

e C
o

m
b

o
n

i M
issio

n
aries at th

e
lo

cal h
ave lo

n
g b

een
 en

gaged
 in

 activities at th
e service o

f
ju

stice fo
r th

e o
p

p
ressed

 an
d

 relief fo
r th

e su
fferin

g. To
d

ay,
h

ow
ever, th

e fo
rces th

at d
eterm

in
e th

e w
ell-b

ein
g o

f lo
cal

p
o

p
u

latio
n

s o
r d

eterm
in

e th
eir fu

tu
re are o

ften
 glo

b
al in

n
atu

re o
r at least h

ave a stro
n

g glo
b

al co
m

p
o

n
en

t. Th
e

ch
allen

ges facin
g th

e d
evelo

p
in

g w
o

rld
 to

d
ay are en

o
r-

m
o

u
s an

d
 take m

an
ifo

ld
 fo

rm
s. In

d
eed

 th
e p

ro
b

lem
s fac-

in
g th

e w
h

o
le w

o
rld

 req
u

ire th
e co

m
m

itm
en

t an
d

 su
s-

tain
ed

 activity o
f large co

alitio
n

s o
f gro

u
p

s an
d

 o
rgan

iza-
tio

n
s o

f every kin
d

, in
 a w

ay th
at tran

scen
d

s b
o

u
n

d
aries

an
d

 d
ifferen

ces, in
 a p

lu
ralistic an

d
 d

iversified
 so

ciety. 
A

s an
 exam

p
le, glo

b
al clim

ate ch
an

ge th
at is alread

y
u

n
d

erw
ay d

u
e to

 th
e irresp

o
n

sib
le overu

se o
f fo

ssil fu
els

an
d

 o
th

er so
u

rces o
f ‘green

h
o

u
se gases’ (G

H
G

) w
ill h

ave
d

evastatin
g effects o

n
 th

e w
o

rld
’s p

o
o

rest citizen
s. Severe

w
eath

er - in
clu

d
in

g m
o

re p
ow

erfu
l sto

rm
s, d

ro
u

gh
t an

d
flo

o
d

in
g 

- 
w

ill 
d

evastate 
fo

o
d

 
su

p
p

lies, 
fo

rce 
m

assive
m

igratio
n

s o
f p

eo
p

les an
d

 very likely fo
m

en
t m

o
re w

ars
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effects 
o

f 
th

ese 
d

iseases 
m

u
st 

p
lay 

a 
ro

le 
p

ro
m

o
tin

g
ren

ew
ed

 effo
rts. 

Th
e C

o
m

b
o

n
i M

issio
n

aries h
ave m

ad
e co

m
m

itm
en

ts to
su

p
p

o
rt th

e ad
vo

cacy effo
rts o

f ‘V
IVA

T In
tern

atio
n

al’ (an
N

G
O

 fo
u

n
d

ed
 by seven

 M
issio

n
ary C

o
n

gregatio
n

s to
 p

ro
-

m
o

te ‘Ju
stice an

d
 Peace’ th

ro
u

gh
o

u
t th

e w
o

rld
) at th

e
U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
s; th

e ‘A
frica Faith

 an
d

 Ju
stice N

etw
o

rk’ in
W

ash
in

gto
n

 D
C

; an
d

 th
e ‘A

frica-Eu
ro

p
e Faith

 an
d

 Ju
stice

N
etw

o
rk’ in

 B
ru

ssels. M
u

ch
 o

f th
e cred

ib
ility o

f th
ese

O
rgan

izatio
n

s is b
ased

 o
n

 th
e p

resen
ce o

f M
em

b
ers o

f
R

eligio
u

s C
o

n
gregatio

n
s in

 very m
an

y co
u

n
tries aro

u
n

d
th

e 
w

o
rld

. 
B

y 
sen

d
in

g 
accu

rate 
in

fo
rm

atio
n

 
to

 
th

ese
O

rgan
izatio

n
s all o

f u
s can

 b
etter assist th

e p
eo

p
les w

h
o

m
w

e love an
d

 serve.

Fath
er Jo

h
n

 C
o

n
verset m

ccj
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