From Nairobi to Belem: a new Comboni mission is possible, necessary and urgent!
1. Time of crisis 
The current economic and financial crisis, far from being just a mere conjuncture crisis of an economic model (the neoliberal capitalism), brings out an authentic socio-cultural change, which is intense and global. It involves not only the development models that have been world-widely implemented so far, but also the relationships  of human beings among themselves and with the whole of creation, the different cultural and ethical patterns, and our vision/praxis regarding the mission of human being in the world. This is what we define as crisis of civilization. 

Through this global crisis we experiment a permanent feeling of uncertainty, ambiguity, instability, and fluidity of human relationship models and values. We realize that the levels of consumption, pollution, extraction and exploitation of the goods of creation are threatening not only the ecosystems, but also the physical and cultural survival of human beings and, by extension, of all the living creatures. If, on one hand, we all feel affected by the irrationality of our own actions, on the other hand we realize that the most affected by all this phenomenon are still the poor in both rural and urban areas, the young people, the women, the formal and informal workers, the native people (black and indigenous), the elderly, and the children. 
2. Listening to the signs of times 
Strong economic groups, with the collusion of public authorities, keep on invading and plundering traditional areas which belong to native peoples, profaning the remaining sanctuary of native rain forests and millenary cultures. The institutional violence practiced by many States is shown through sophisticated ways of restrictions of fundamentals individual and collective rights. Life preached and witnessed by Jesus of Nazareth is threatened. All this challenge the Comboni Family as they carry on their mission of humanization. We feel impelled to change our theological, missionary, and operative paradigms. We feel also challenged to take up new evangelizing methods and to propose life styles that are capable of responding in a coherent way to the changes of the current organizational, economic, and cultural systems. 
3. Welcoming and integrating what is “new” 
There are profound and reciprocal implications in the relationships between human beings and nature/creation as a whole and the WSF 2009 has definitely confirmed a vision/posture of facing and analyzing simultaneously, the effects of the human action on creation and the effects of creation on human being. The living beings are sprouted out from mother earth and, thanks to the divine breath, they live and reproduce. Because of this we mean by socio-environmental mission an action profoundly evangelical whose objective is to create new socio-organizational, physical, economics, and cultural relations in order to produce more integration, harmony, and integral quality of life. In other words, to care for the environment is to care also for the life conditions of the people living in a particular ecosystem. 
The WSF 2009 has also helped us to understand better that the integrity of creation is not functional only to human beings but it is also to the entire life in its multiples forms (cultural, social, mental, and integral). It is fundamental to understand that we have to move from a socio-environmental vision which is exclusively centered on the well-being of human beings (anthropocentrism) to a vision/posture that incorporates the respect, the care, the preventive and defensive action towards all the living beings, for the fullness of life in its plenitude and magnitude (biocentric). 
4. Back to the sources 
It has now, therefore, become indispensable and urgent for us to take on the evangelical commitment of Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation - JPIC- in the new Comboni mission. This new mission finds its foundation in the historical experience of Jesus of Nazareth, who took on as his own mission “to announce the good news to the poor, to set the captives free, to give back the sight to the blind, to liberate the oppressed, and to proclaim the year of grace of the Lord” (Lk 4,18-19).
This option for JPIC represents a renewed strength for the Comboni mission and an effort to be faithful to the charisma of Daniel Comboni who, in his “Regeneration of Nigrizia”, summarised the Will of God and his missionary project which consists in a profound social and spiritual transformation of the slavery and marginalized reality of the poorest and most abandoned of his time. 
5. Taking up commitments 
Therefore, we reaffirm the JPIC as the inspiring and constitutive element of the Comboni charisma (See Document of Nairobi 2007 - Attachment 01) as well as the operative principle which should inspire our entire missionary action. Taking as the starting point our various local realities, as Comboni Family, we commit ourselves to: 
a. Socio-environmental mission 
- Stimulate the provinces to recognize the new theological spaces, the places where God speaks today to our humanity; to favor a permanent eco-theological reflection. 

- Promote a spirituality of the socio-environmental care, thus embracing the biblical dream of the Kingdom of “a new heaven and a new earth” (Is 65,17). 

- Encourage each province to adopt a new methodology which is capable of identifying the threats and aggressions caused to the habitat, to the culture and life style of the peoples, so that they may be able to elaborate projects of intervention at provincial level in order to strengthen life in its fullness.

b. Insertion 
- To take up insertion not only in its physical and geographical dimensions, but also as a full identification with the struggles, claims for rights and better quality of life of the marginalized people with whom we live. 

- Adopt a socio-transforming methodology in listening and dialogue with the people we serve in taking up the opportunities, the means, the ambiguities, and contradictions of our history, following  the footsteps of Jesus of Nazareth. 

- Foster a sober life style, limiting our waste and choosing simple structures in our communities. 
- Support the Document on insertion “Mission: living and working with the poorest and marginalised” which was presented during the CSF II and will be presented to the Comboni Missionaries XVII General Chapter 2009 (See Attachment 02). 
c. Formation and spirituality 
- Together with people and within an ongoing process of action and reflection reading our human history and the signs of the times This leads us to think and perceive a new mission which is based on a coherent theological reflection. 

- Foster a spirituality and a mystic that are both tuned in with the sufferings, hopes, dreams, and the historical struggles of people.  Inspired by a contextualized reading of the Bible as well. Enriched by interreligious dialogue and an holistic vision of life and creation. 

- Constitute and reinforce the continentals and/or provincials groups of theological reflections on JPIC at Comboni Family level. 
d. Decentralized and participative government 
- Search and propose new models of coordination that are more for the service of mission than for the internal maintenance of the Institutes. 

Particularly: 

- Encourage each province to define better in a more specific and contextualized way its missionary project. 

- Recommend that the provincial coordination may be more available and dedicated to the animation of the communities in view of the fulfilment of the specific provincial project. 

- Favor much more autonomy of the provinces so that they may invest in people, communities, resources in meaningful JPIC projects, in the long and short term. 

- Promote the participation of the Comboni members, both male and female, in provincials and general decisions through thematic forums, assemblies, debates or even through regional meetings involving members of the Comboni Family in fostering a common missionary project. 

- To be more clear in projects that each province develops in the JPIC perspective. 
e. Collaboration and networking 
- To create an effective network for acting together as Comboni Family, with other religious congregations and interreligious organizations. 

- To organize our socio-pastoral ministry at international and local level in collaboration with popular movements, universities, non-governmental organizations, and other organizations of the civil society. We need to consider that due to the complexity and interrelations of the current challenges, we can no longer decide our strategies of action in isolation. 

- Share and reflect together with the Comboni Family what we have experienced and learnt in the CSF II. Put ourselves in an attitude of permanent forum. It’s an ongoing process of sharing experiences, information, and taking common positions before specific issues, particularly in this new and challenging time for the Comboni mission in the world. 

- Promote and allow the organization of the next Comboni Social Forum III in 2011 and encouraging the Comboni members to a better participation and representation of our institutes. It will be important to collect the intuitions and observations of the participants in a perspective of continuity. 
6. Moved by the Spirit 
The cry of the indigenous people, quilombolas and afro-Brazilians, who have welcomed us in the Pan-Amazon, together with many other peoples, cultures, races, and creeds of the world and the whole of creation “groan waiting for the liberation and the plain manifestation of the sons and daughters of God” (Rom 8,20-22), challenges us to renew our commitment with their struggles and hopes, making “common cause” with them in the “creation of another possible world” - sign of the Kingdom -, in a permanent attitude of listening to the Spirit which is present in them. 

Alone we can do nothing. But as Comboni Family, with the power of the Spirit that constantly renews the face of the earth, we are capable, in today’s world, to keep alive the passion and to be faithful to the common mission of proclaiming and witnessing the Kingdom of Justice, Peace and Reconciliation! 
Belem do Pará, 3rd February 2009. 
PARTICIPANTS 

Lay Comboni Missionaries: 
Álvaro Antonio dos Santos Nunes Gomes 

Carlos Alberto dos Anjos Oliveira 

Carmen Bascarán Collantes 

Elisabeth Barbara Ludewig 

Marcelo Gomes Moutinho 

María de la Luz Almaraz Servin 

Rosemary Candido 

Xoan Carlos Sanchez Couto 

Comboni Missionaries Sisters: 
Candida Martin Manso de Amaro 

Clara Torres Acevedo 

Dina Ramos de Siqueira 

Gabriella Botanni 

Ilaria Buonriposi 

Isabel Maria Pinho Gomes 

Maria do Carmo Bogo 

María Soledad Sáenz Rico 

Maria Teresa Ratti 

Olga Estela Sánchez Caro 

Rosa Maria Baza Vega 

Zeghereda Tesfazghi Iman 
Comboni Missionaries: 
Adriano Zerbini 

António Carlos Simões Ferreira 

Antonio Fernando Zolli 

Antonio Soffientini 

Armindo da Silva Diniz 

Arturo Bonandi 

Bernardino Dias Frutuoso 

Bruno Haspinger 

Carlo Bianchi 

Carmine Curci 

Claudio Bombieri 

Daniele Moschetti 

Dario Bossi 

Domingos Sávio de Oliveira 

Enrique Bayo Mata 

Ernesto Vargas Vera 

Fausto Beretta 

Francesco Pierli 

Gianpaolo Pezzi 

Gianpietro Baresi 

Gustavo Covarrubias Rodríguez 

Henry Dunn 

Herivelto de Sousa Marques 

Janvier Mbinze Kabeya 

José Antonio M. Rebelo 

José Joaquim Luis Pedro 

José Manuel Guerra Brites 

Josef Altenburger 

Juan Manuel Rodríguez Martín 

Juan Martín Torres Alferez 

Karl Peinhopf 

Luciano Marini 

Luigi Fernando Codianni 

Luigi Zanotto 

Marco Passerini 

Massimo Ramundo 

Odelir Magri 

Piercarlo Mazza 

Raimundo Nonato Rocha dos Santos 

René Alfonso Oñate Rebolledo 

Roberto Minora 

Roberto Pérez Córdoba 

Sandoval Luiz Dutra da Luz 

Tchangaï Polycarpe Pyabalo 

Wellington Alves de Sousa 

São Paulo´s Scholasticate: 
Andruga Phillip Kenyi 

Angel Cesar López Castañeda 

Mateus Jacob Albino 

Oscar Rolando Pozo Navarrete 

Tesfaye Erbelo Anulo 

Comboni Lay: 
Diego Florian 

Elionildo de Jesus Câmara Costa 

Maria Lúcia Soares do Nascimento 

Matteo Cesarotto 

Roraide Maria dos Santos 

Silvia Marcuz 

Facilitator: 
Fr. Francesco Pierli 

ATTACHED 01 

Final Document World Social Forum - Comboni Family 
'Rekindling Comboni’s flame!' Nairobi: 19th - 27th January 2007 

The Wind of Pentecost Moves Our Struggles !!! 

The Seventh 'World Social Forum' was held in Nairobi from 20th to 25th January 2007. The first such Forum was staged in Porto Alegre (Brazil) in 2001 and continued to be held in the same city for the next two years until the venue for the Fourth 'World Social Forum' was changed to Mumbai (India) in 2004. The 'World Social Forum' was started to provide an open platform for social movements, networks, Organizations and groups to meet, to know one another and to discuss issues of common interest and importance. 

The 'World Social Forum' is held at the same time of the year as the 'World Economic Forum' which meets in Davos (Switzerland), and where the very rich and powerful of our world meet to work out their strategies to promote growth and maximize profit at almost any cost. The former was started as a radical critique of the contemporary world economic order which thrives on exploitation and social injustice, all the while enriching the very few at the expense of the masses of poor and disadvantaged in our world. 

This year, the first time that the Forum was staged on African soil, has seen the issue of the teeming millions of slum-dwellers (two and a half million in Nairobi alone!) around the towns and cities of the South of our world move very much to fore of the Forum's concerns. All in sharp contrast, it must be said, to the vitality, vibrancy and colour of the most marginalized of Continents. The major themes treated at the Forum were the debt burden of many developing countries; access to water for all; the environment; land rights for pastoralists and minority groups; EPAs (Economic Partnership Agreements) between the European Union and many nations of the developing world; HIV/Aids; housing; human rights; gender issues; wars and conflicts like Iraq, Darfur and Somalia. 

The 'Comboni Family', borne of the passion of Daniel Comboni for Black Africa, could not miss such a golden opportunity: some fifty Comboni Sisters, Brothers, Fathers and Lay Missionaries from all over the world accepted the invitation to meet in Nairobi from 19th to 27th January 2007 to participate in the 'World Social Forum', and thereafter to a couple of days reflecting upon matters of common interest and concern with the help of a Brazilian theologian, Father Marcelo Barros and an Irish theologian of the Medical Missionaries of Mary, Sister Patricia Lanigan. It was an important moment of fraternity and sharing where we experienced the presence of the Spirit that not only focussed our attention on many of the world's problems but also on the hopes, dreams, and vision of the poor and marginalized in our midst. We had a profound feeling that as Members of the Comboni Family we should be more and more rooted in the struggles and sufferings of the People of God with a spirituality that will help us to resist a world economic order that dehumanizes our people and our very selves. 

In the light of this encounter, the process of theological reflection over the last days, the experience of our daily lives and our prayer together, we believe God’s Spirit is continuing to call the 'Comboni Family' in the following ways: 

1. Collaboration within the Comboni Family 
We recognize that co-operation strengthens our respective ministries and is an invaluable support in journeying together towards the Kingdom. We therefore feel the need: 

 To foster co-operation through common reflection and meetings; 

 To include in the 'Comboni Family' all who were born from the charism of Comboni: Religious and Lay Institutes; former Members of such Institutes; groups; and NGOs; 

 To allow ourselves and our lifestyle to be challenged and converted by the poor; 

 To be more hospitable and welcoming as befits our missionary spirit; 

 To promote leadership that is more open to prophetic vision and approaches from the grassroots; 

 To make use of already existing channels to continue theological reflection and the exchanging of our experiences; 

 To encourage further theological reflection on our charism and Mission in the Arabic-Islamic world, Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe. In this regard we would recommend that the existing 'Continental Groups of Theological Reflection' be organized with the active involvement of all the Members of the 'Comboni Family'; 

 To hold a similar meeting on the occasion of the forthcoming 'World Social Forum' in 2009. 

2. Networking between Organizations, NGO’s and groups representing Civil Society 
Networking is necessary because: 

 It is a sign of the presence of the Kingdom of God and is part of our charismatic inheritance from Comboni; 

 In today’s globalized world we cannot work on our own, but rather need to join forces to influence the decisions of the vested interests in the present world order (politicians, trans-nationals, ...). 

Therefore we wish to commit ourselves anew to: 

 Network internationally with Organizations, NGOs and groups representing Civic Society dedicated to the betterment of the human situation and the protection of creation (Vivat, AEFJN, ...) 

 Network nationally and/or locally with Churches and with those religious and civil organisations which share some of our basic principles and values, and who are involved in similar areas of work to our own. As a response to the pressing needs of the moment, we wish to become more involved in the international campaigns against EPAs (Africa) and ALCAs (Latin America). 

3. Empowerment of People 
Letting go is very painful. Following the example of John the Baptist and Daniel Comboni, we want to strive to enable the people we are privileged to serve to become the true authors of their own destiny. We can only do this by believing and trusting in their gifts, talents and abilities. In the past we were often called to be a 'voice for the voiceless’. Today we recognise that the 'voiceless' often have a 'voice' and can speak for themselves. Our task is to accompany them in such a journey of empowerment to listen attentively to them and enable them to have their voices heard. In this light, we should intensify our efforts in the formation of local leaders, willingly leave positions of leadership and foster the concept of self-reliance. This does not, of course, take away from our work of advocacy and our duty to speak out on behalf of those yet unable to speak up for themselves. 

4. The Priority of the Poor and Disadvantaged 
We ask the 'Comboni Family' to make our 'option for the poor' more meaningful by inserting our Communities among the poor and under-privileged, with life-styles marked by simplicity and sobriety. This is the way to personal and communitarian conversion: for if we abandon the poor, it means that we have abandoned God and betrayed our Mission. 

We therefore need to: 

 Live and pray with the poor; 

 Convert ourselves to a more sober and simpler life-style; 

 Keep our houses open to receive the poor and one another; 

 Ask for the gift of solidarity among ourselves and with the poor and oppressed; 

 Recognise the dignity of the poor: they are the subject of Evangelization; 

 Recognise the gifts and talents that God has given to the poor for the good of the community; 

 Share their dreams, inspirations, struggles, insecurities, hopes and joys; 

 Be attentive to the marginalized, both ad intra and ad extra. 
Since we are privileged people (having the benefit of a good education, ample resources at our disposal, the opportunity to undertake further studies, the ability to travel, ...) our 'option of the poor' obliges us to return to the poor from what we have abundantly received. 

5. Justice and Peace/Integrity of Creation 
The gospel passage from St. Luke (4:16-21) makes clear that Justice and Peace/Integrity of Creation is an integral part of our Mission and of the work of Evangelization. 

We commit ourselves to greater endeavour in the field of JP/IC by: 

 Recognizing that our commitment to this work is primarily evidenced by our relationships with other Members of the Comboni Family, with our workers and with our collaborators; 

 Co-operating more closely with Local Churches and Organisations on such issues; 

 Conscientizing Local Communities with regard to such concerns, and encouraging them to become actively involved as protagonists in their own right; 

 Calling upon each Province to establish a commission or similar body to encourage reflection among the Members of our Institutes on such issues; 

 Promoting theological reflection on JP/IC issues on a continent-wide basis. 

6. Promoters of Dialogue, Builders of Bridges 
We believe that God’s Spirit is calling the Comboni Family to promote dialogue and build 'bridges' among the peoples, cultures and religions where we are present by: 

 Developing a spirituality of dialogue and reconciliation following the footsteps of Jesus, the crucified Lord, who stretched out his arms to embrace all; 

 Readily supporting the poorest and most abandoned; 

 Encouraging the encounter of diversities; 

 Deconstructing our often deformed perceptions and prejudices of others, healing our memories and those of the people whom we are privileged to serve. 

To further such work, we wish to adopt the following methodologies and strategies: 

 To be open to ecumenical, inter-faith and inter-cultural dialogue through personal relationships and through our respective ministries; 

 To foster an attitude of dialogue and reconciliation through formation and education, starting from our very selves; 

 To treasure the traditional ways of reconciliation among the peoples with whom we work. 

These are the fruits of these days of being together as Members of the Comboni Family after the 'World Social Forum'. We are conscious that we are not saying new things contained already in our previous documents and tradition but we offer them to you in the hope that you too will find new encouragement and strength as we had during these days of fraternity and sorority. As the disciples of Emmaus, we have perceived the Spirit of Jesus among us and in the struggles of the many people of good will who believe that “ANOTHER WORLD IS INDEED POSSIBLE” !!! 

ATTACHED 02 

FINAL DRAFT OF THE DOCUMENT FOR THE CHAPTER 2009 

MISSION: LIVING AND WORKING WITH THE POOREST AT THE MARGINS 
Urgency for a renewed commitment 
BIBLICAL ICON 
God refused to let king David build the Temple because He chose to walk with His people, Israel. For 200 years the symbol for God’s presence with His people was the Tent: Yahweh has been nomad with His people (2 Sam 7:1-6). It is the same symbol that the Johannine tradition chose for Jesus: “And the Word became flesh and pitched his tent among us” (Jn 1:14). 

o A nomad God, a nomad Jesus from His birth until His death outside the walls of the city (Heb. 13:12), is for us the biblical foundation for a renewed Comboni mission: the choice to live and walk with the impoverished and the marginalized. Mission is to sit where people sit and let God come among us. God is already present in these contexts, among His people: the slum dwellers (especially street-children, alcoholics, drug addicts, prostitutes etc.) in great and small urban areas; the marginalized youth in city ghettoes; the native groups; the refugees, displaced and immigrants, who are more and more the outcome of the ecological disaster; the impoverished, who do not have the right to work their land because of the environmental violence and looting by the multinationals; the HIV victims. Our mission is to be there, and to act from within these realities to transform them together with the people. 

OUR UNDERSTANDING OF “INSERTION” 
o This document was initially inspired by Comboni Missionaries who are already present, or would like to be present very soon, in these new ‘contexts’. The experience of insertion has been for them a grace from God, which has changed their lives. They owe this to God and to the poor who have become their teachers. They could understand better their missionary vocation and Comboni charism, listening to God’s Word in a new way. 

o They would like to share what they have lived together with the poor, hoping that this experience could enrich the whole Comboni Family. We encourage more missionaries towards this type of mission with the conviction that the option for the poorest, missio ad pauperes, is not something only for few people and lived only in inserted communities. It is fully connatural to our vocation and for this reason now has brought together many more Comboni Missionaries, who are the signatories of this document. 

o We still consider true and inspired the words of the 1997 Chapter: “A fresh start from mission means: to see with the eyes of the poor; preferential option for the poor means, to look - as Jesus did - at the world, the Church and our Institute, in a new way; to be present in their midst with simplicity, committing ourselves to the defence of life and the removal of the causes of poverty in the world.” (n. 26). 
o In this document we understand “insertion” in its twofold meaning: a physical insertion, i.e. to live together at the margins with the poorest, and a global insertion, which means to walk with the impoverished; to see with their own eyes; to find with them ways to liberation, reflecting on a new missionary methodology capable of a structural transformation of the reality; to grow in humanity and in spiritual sharing with them; to discern on the means and structures needed to reach this goal. One form of insertion does not exclude the other, but one needs and enriches the other. 

o With this document we wish to address all the Comboni Missionaries in their own missions, to encourage, appreciate and sustain them in their service to the Kingdom of God. The invitation for all is to take with great concern what the last four Chapters have suggested as a priority to us. 

o In a very special way with this document we want to appeal to you, Chapter Delegates, so that you may perceive better the kairos that these contexts and this call represent for us today. 
WHY WE CHOOSE TO BE WITH THE POOREST 
o Our being with the poorest is our way to be incarnated in and to respond to the reality many people are living. The great majority of the world’s inhabitants live within these marginalized contexts as a consequence of the immense gap created by the economical domination of the few in the world. The growing dimensions of these social phenomena (UN Habitat foresees that in 20 years at least three billion people in the world will live in slums of primary and secondary cities) and the gravity of the challenges which they represent for the Church’s mission is a clear sign of our times. 

o This choice, to be with the impoverished and marginalized people is a constitutive dimension of Comboni’s charism. Therefore our presence among them (in physical and global insertion), wherever they may be today, is fully in line with our vocation, our charism, our Rule of Life, and Chapters’ Documents, which push us to go out and “bring the Good News to the poor”. Today for us this means “to pitch our tent in their midst”, to walk with them, to console them and with them to transform and regenerate the society at all of its levels: social, political, economic, and spiritual. Indeed mission becomes “an activity for the purpose of changing the reality” (J. Sobrino), empowering people towards their integral liberation and transformation; promoting and living a ministry of justice and peace and integrity of creation. 

To be there (in these contexts) with the poor is to fulfil the Church’s option for the poor, to choose them as the privileged ones to whom we proclaim Jesus’ Good News, following Him in His praxis and life-style. 

To be there helps us to radically simplify our life-style and the means we use in our mission work. 

To be there invites us to stress the dimension of “being and transforming with” more than “doing for”. 
To be there opens up a new vision for our missionary methodology, capable of connecting the direct insertion among the impoverished with dynamics for structural transformation of the reality: education for political awareness and organized participation of the people, active citizenship of the Small Christian Communities. 

WE ARE THERE AS COMBONI MISSIONARIES 
o We are present in these contexts as a community of Comboni Missionaries, though we are still few. We feel that our presence is not only relevant, but essential to our Comboni mission, a clear sign of the times and places, and a strong reminder to our Comboni Family of what had been decided in many Chapters since 1985. 

o Proper answers to the enormous challenges coming from these ‘contexts’ require a deep theological reflection that leads to clear missionary methodology and a preparation of the people, who want to work in these contexts. 

o This will be possible only if: 

The continuity of the existing commitments will be assured, reinforced and encouraged. This will require a timely and qualified preparation of confreres to minister in these ‘contexts’ and the presence of a Comboni community in any of these contexts. This community will have to network with other Comboni communities and social movements, so that the cry of the impoverished may become a real strength for social transformation. 

Biblical and theological foundations and implications of global and physical insertion will be deepened, especially in the Theological Colleges and Institutions where we are present. Comboni inserted communities should network to help in this biblical and theological reflection. 

The Comboni Family, both at Provincial and General level, will be able to reflect seriously on missionary methodology. Obviously this methodology can vary a lot from context to context, that’s why it will be very important to create a forum within the Comboni Family where these experiences are shared and where we can learn from each other, creatively elaborating new strategies. 

The leading idea of our basic formation, namely “to prepare to mission through mission” (see the document “On the way towards the Chapter” of the Thematic Commission on Formation, pt. 4) will be taken most seriously. Since the very beginning the whole formative process should be inserted in these contexts. This is the only realistic way to eliminate the artificial separation of formation from the reality; to avoid bourgeois materialistic life-style; to allow Comboni candidates to enter in touch with people’s sufferings and hopes, among the most important sources of human and spiritual growth towards maturity. 

WHAT WE ASK FROM THE CHAPTER 
o In conclusion we ask: 

A clear and explicit statement from the Chapter to reaffirm that the concept of global insertion as a priority for the whole Comboni Family (at general, provincial, community level). It should be assumed in the fullness of its meaning, as style of life and a common vision of mission. Confreres and Comboni communities should be prepared for the physical insertion in contexts of poverty and marginalization, as a sign of presence and a way of missionary methodology. All confreres, especially the young ones, should be helped and encouraged to choose and fully live the global insertion, in all areas of ministry, with attitudes of solidarity, openness and compassion for the poorest and most abandoned. 

The future General Council to implement this priority, in collaboration with the Provinces, with a special attention in fostering communities for physical insertion. The aim is to implement what had been already suggested in the past, but not fully implemented: each Comboni Province should assume the style of globalized insertion and have at least one community for physical insertion in contexts of marginalization, as pastoral methodology. 

If any Comboni Missionary wants to live an experience of physical insertion, he should be allowed to do so; if this is not possible in his Province, he could be assigned to another Province where there is such an experience going on in a Comboni community. 

A good and qualified preparation of confreres who want to work in such contexts, as well as cooperation, networking and sharing among them to better respond to the challenges coming from these contexts (just as we are responding to the complex reality of Islam and mass media). 

The preparation of confreres in the field of human rights, socio-economic analysis of the reality, socio-political action, which cannot exist without living together with the victims of the actual socio-economic system. 

The creation of small formative communities, inserted in these socio-cultural contexts or in connection with Comboni communities already ministering in these ‘contexts’. 

o We strongly believe that if such choices are made, the Comboni Family as a whole will be strengthened in its missionary spirit, vision and in the joy coming from the service to the poor and marginalized. 

Be courageous as Comboni was! 
God bless you all!
