Document of Identity

1. IDEAS AND REASONS BEHIND THE COMMITMENT TO CREATE A FORUM FOR CATHOLIC NGOs  IN ROME

1. Who we are: founding principles

We are a group of NGOs (Non Governmental Organisations) inspired by Catholicism – the expression of the Church that is present within civil society – which, following the first forum for Catholic NGOs that was held in Rome between the 30th November and 2nd December 2007, in the conviction that “the immediate duty of lay believers that are called to public life is to contribute towards a just order in society.” Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas est n. 29), have decided to continue their commitment together, in a spirit of communion, to cooperate “to create an upright society, whilst respecting the legitimate independence and participating with other citizens according to their respective competences and responsibilities” (Benedict XVI, Ibidem).

Since we are based in Rome, we will look with particular interest to the activities of the FAO and other agencies of the UN that are represented here; but even in connection with the various Organisations of civil society, the General Secretariat of the Forum and the Holy See, we will carefully follow international issues (peace, human rights, the environment, social justice, development, etc.), and we are willing to follow the work of all the institutions of the UN, by promoting effective connection network in order to make this work as incisive as possible.

In addition, we hope that the discussion and reflection that we will help to promote directly, together with that from other organisations throughout the world, can form the basis and starting point for the next world Forum.

2. Our driving force

In the knowledge that we will be collaborating with the Church as a whole in “pollinating and fermenting society through the Gospel” (Compendium of the social doctrine of the Church, n 62) the driving force of our Catholicism is the Teaching and principles of the social doctrine through which “the Church fulfils the task of announcing that the Lord has appointed on it” because the doctrine of social justice “actualises in historic events Christ’s message of liberation and redemption, the Gospel of the Kingdom” (Ibidem, n 63) and “presents itself as a building site which is always open, in which the everlasting truth penetrates and permeates society in order to create paths of justice and peace” (Ibidem, n 86).

3. What we do      

We are thus committed to promoting in every situation the values of the social doctrine of the Church, through lobbying and advocacy with the international organisations, by creating changes of opinion and promoting culture and helping to develop thought processes on changeable situations within the fields to which we are committed, “under the guide of the Gospel as a source of renewal” (Paul VI, Op. Lett. Octagesima adveniens, n 42).

In doing this we will seek the support of educational facilities to help us to further the numerous Teachings on social themes and better know the social doctrine which, given its theological-moral nature, aims to “guide the conduct of people” (John Paul II, Enc. Sollicitudo rei socialis, n 41). We are inspired by a wide Christian view and are open to dialogue with all men and to collaboration with all Christians, with other religions and with people that are keen to contribute to the affirmation and growth of the dignity of man, because “the social doctrine is a teaching that is expressly aimed at all men of good will” (Compendium of the social doctrine of the Church, n 84)

In order for our work to be constant and continual, we are committed to meeting periodically and create moments of reflection, dialogue and collaboration whenever necessary, even with other international NGOs which share the basic principles of the social doctrine of the Church, in accordance with the calendar of events established by the international Organisations. To establish a working methodology that is dynamic and effective, and face together various issues, we will promote the creation of dedicated working groups.

We are aware that the “obligation of being committed to the development of people is not only an individual duty, nor an individualistic one, as it would not be possible to achieve with the isolated efforts of each of us. It is an imperative for everyone and for each of the men and women, for the companies and Nations, in particular the Catholic Church and ecclesiastic Communities, with whom we are fully willing to collaborate in this field (Sollicitudo rei socialis, n 32).

To ensure the constancy and continuity of our work, we will create a lean and efficient organisation which will also enable us to be a point of reference and support for Organisations based outside of Rome which are interested in our work. This will be done through setting ourselves up as a “Forum for Catholic NGOs in Rome”.

Organisation of the Forum for catholic Ngos  in Rome

1.    THE ORGANISATION OF THE FORUM FOR CATHOLIC NGOs  IN ROME

The “Forum for Catholic NGOs in Rome” has its headquarters in Palazzo San Calisto, Vatican City.

The Forum will be made up of:

The General Assembly, made up of various representatives of the NGOs present in Rome and/or interested in collaborating in the aims of the Forum (international NGOs that are present at the international inter-governmental Organisations in Rome).

It will be possible to involve other national or regional NGOs that have an active presence at the FAO and other international Agencies.

The Assembly will meet at least twice a year in order to: provide updates; prepare action guidelines; apply at national/regional level those of the global Forum.

The Monitoring Committee: made up of 5/7 people, represented by the NGOs that make up the Forum - one of these will act as Coordinator-, for:

· establishing the calendar of meetings/activities of the group on the basis of the international agenda and the above priorities, according to the suggestions of the Assembly;

· outline the working and communication methodology between the members of the “Rome Forum” and with the other NGOs with headquarters abroad;

· maintain contacts with the General Secretariat of the FORUM, the Holy See (Office of the Secretary of State, Permanent Mission at the FAO, relevant Ministries), other NGOs that could be interested, other Institutions or Foundations that wish to support the group’s initiatives;

· programme the training sessions that are necessary to support the activities;

· assess the performance of the various subject specific working groups and the complementary between these;

· create a financing budget;

A representative of the Holy See will also be part of this Committee and will act as an observer and guarantee the communication with the relevant departments of the Holy See.

In fulfilling the relevant tasks the Coordinator will be assisted by a technical Secretarial office made up of one or more people.

The latter office will fulfil its tasks under the supervision of the Coordinator with whom it must be in constant contact.

The scientific Committee: will have merely a support, partnership and consultancy role, with a cultural and/or expertise role.

It should be made up of institutions which support the training or internal activities of the “Rome Forum” and will rely on the collaboration of experts, professors, University specialists, Study Centres, Foundations, etc.

The Coordinator will participate in the work of the scientific Committee, with the aim of guaranteeing the adaptation of the educational programmes that are created for the lobbying or advocacy activities that are set by the monitoring Committee.

The present document has an experimental nature for one year at the end of which it may be reviewed and completed on the basis of the experience and performance of the global Forum.        

