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GLOBAL NEWS.
Sudanese takeover of Abyei sends thousands of civilians southward. The United States and UNMIS, the U.N. mission in Sudan, strongly condemn the burning and looting of Abyei by armed elements there, and the northern Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) who took control on May 21 amidst false claims of SPLA involvement. At the same time, peacemakers attempt to assess the damage in the village of Sukamir in North Darfur that was recently hit by two Sudanese air strikes. With South Sudan’s independence day, July 9, fast approaching, keep abreast of the news, including the U.S. response to Abyei, at:

· http://allafrica.com/stories/printable/201105231726.html, or www.misna.org/en/other/abyei-condemnation-and-warning-from-usa; 
· Listen daily for updates at www.sudancatholicradio.net/;

· For photo documentation of the Abyei situation, visit www.satsentinel.org;  
· Download the Ten Steps to Unity in South Sudan, from Comboni Bishop Caesar Mazzolari (Rumbek Diocese) at www.solidarityssudan.org/. 
Vatican and others issue statements on the Death of Osama Bin Laden. On May 2, Fr. Federico Lombardi, SJ, director of the Vatican Press Office, released the following statement: “Osama bin Laden bore the most serious responsibility for spreading divisions and hatred among populations, causing the deaths of innumerable people and manipulating religions for this purpose. In the face of a man’s death, a Christian never rejoices, but reflects on the serious responsibilities of each person before God and before men, and hopes and works so that every event may be the occasion for the further growth of peace and not of hatred.” Pax Christi USA offers its statement at www.jpic-jp.org/27-en.html.
Highlights from the Oval Office: Read President Obama’s speech on the international problem of Comprehensive Immigration Reform (May 10, 2011/El Paso, TX) at www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/05/10/remarks-president-comprehensive-immigration-reform-el-paso-texas.  
AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS. The U.N. Observance Days for June are listed at www.un.org/observances/days.shtml#june.
     ♦ Spotlight on June 20: The U.N. World Refugee Day “respects the bravery, power and strength of mind of women, men and children who are required to flee their native country under danger of discrimination, clash and aggression.” Contact:  www.un.org/en/events/refugeeday. Learn how the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) celebrates its 60th anniversary and other milestones in 2011 at  www.unhcr.org/4d1c9a409.html. For Teachers: There is an excellent lesson plan on refugees at www.un.org/works/goingon/refugees/lessonplan_refugees.html. 
Comboni Involvement in U.N. Meetings (May):
     ♦ Fr. J.P. Pezzi attended the 19th Session of the U.N. Commission on Sustainable Development from 
May 2-13. Read his article at www.jpic-jp.org/29-en.html.    
     ♦ Fr. John Converset reports back from the open-ended Meeting of Government Experts (MGE), 

May 9-13, on the tracking of small arms. Read his article at www.jpic-jp.org/30-en.html. 
TAKE ACTION. The U.N. International Year of Forests 2011: Help Secure Our Forests Around the World! The Obama administration is proposing sweeping new rules that will determine the health of America’s 193 million acres of national forests and grasslands for the 21st Century. Find out what you can do at www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2011/envdev1191.doc.htm/. There is an educational toolkit at http://celebrateforests.com/participate/toolkit.
OUR CORE PARTNERS. 

  ♦ AFRICA FAITH & JUSTICE NETWORK (AFJN): AFRICOM is an on-going focus of AFJN working to counter U.S. militarism in Africa. Get the latest at www.afjn.org/focus-campaigns/militarization-us-africa-policy/133-latest-news/963-africoms-headquarters-may-not-move-after-all.html, and http://africahumansecurity.weebly.com/.
   ♦ AFRICA EUROPE FAITH & JUSTICE NETWORK (AEFJN): Two major areas of concern are: 
(1) Small arms trading, www.aefjn.org/index.php/arms-361.html, and (2) Medicines for Africa: Download Which Tablets to Buy? at www.aefjn.org/tl_files/aefjn-files/medicines/meds_mat_aefjn%20eng/110517_Which_tablets_to_buy_eng.pdf  
   ♦ VIVAT INTERNATIONAL (V.I.): In preparation for the High-level Dialogue on International Migration and Development (United Nations 2013), V.I. members, including Comboni Sister Ilaria Buonriposi, attended two events at the U.N. in May: (1) The Migration and Youth: Harnessing Opportunities for Development Symposium, www.globalmigrationgroup.org/gmg_symposium2011.htm, and (2) an Informal Thematic Debate: International Migration and Development, www.un.org/en/ga/president/65/initiatives/migration.shtml.
RESOURCES.

   ♦ The Campaign for Justice in Ecuador is demanding justice from the California-based Chevron company to clean up the massive toxic waste in the Ecuadorian Amazon. Watch a short clip featuring Han Shan, Coordinator, Clean Up Ecuador Campaign, at www.jpic-jp.org/28-en.html, and download a copy of Crude Reflections at http://chevrontoxico.com/crude-reflections.html. Read the open letter to U.S. from the Ecuadorians at http://amazonwatch.org/news/2011/0522-an-open-letter-to-the-united-states-from-the-ecuadorian-amazon. Follow the issue at www.causes.com/campaigns/157623. 
   ♦ Publish What You Pay (PWYP), a global network of civil society organizations, is united in its call for oil, gas and mining revenues to form the basis for development to improve the lives of ordinary citizens in resource-rich countries. The diverse network comprises over 600 human rights, development, environmental and faith-based organizations in more than 30 countries. Contact: www.publishwhatyoupay.org/. 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS.
♦ June 8-10, 2011: U.N. High-Level Meeting on AIDS: UNITE for Universal Access will be held in NYC. Learn more, including the Move It! Campaign and strategy to fight AIDS at www.unaids.org/en/. 
♦ June 11-14, 2011: Bread for the World National Gathering 2011 at American University in Washington, D.C. is a great opportunity to “change the politics of hunger” around the world. Contact: www.bread.org. 
♦ July 25-26 2011: U.N. Conference on the International Year of Youth concludes the year with the adoption of a significant document. Important issues will be prioritized and re-asserted: the support for the family, facilitating youth employment and providing access to basic necessities such as adequate food, clean water, education and basic health care. Follow the preparation through the World Youth Alliance, www.wya.net, and send any input for this high-level meeting to youth@un.org.
JPIC COMBONILINE.

♦ The Comboni Alumni Association of South Sudan (CAA-SS) is an online network of South Sudanese graduates of Comboni schools and institutes of higher education both in Sudan and around the world. The group undertakes charitable works focused on the marginalized groups in South Sudan. Contact: Joseph Kenyi Samue, Coordinator/CAA-SS at combonialumni@gmail.com.  
Note: The CPN Newsletter is emailed in four languages, with each language clearly marked for your personal selection. Invite your friends and colleagues to subscribe at combonipn@combonimissionaries.org. Interact at our blogsite for Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation at www.jpic-jp.org/en.php. 
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