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GLOBAL NEWS.
Catastrophe looms in East Africa as 12 million wait for food aid that does not come. According to UNICEF, there are 2,000,000 children in the Horn of Africa at risk of dying of malnutrition from the horrific drought and famine. Years of senseless civil war between the Transitional Federal Government (TFG), Islamist-armed group Al-Shabaab and other militias, has displaced tens of thousands of Somalis and made the situation worse. Now, with Al-Shabaab’s prohibitions on key aid efforts, what will the civilians do next? Get the backgrounding and take action:
· Stay up on the latest news: from the Kenyan reports at www.coastweek.com/3432_hunger_01.htm and in Spanish, at www.ligury.com/?p=9472;    
· Read Drought in the Horn of Africa: Children in Crisis (UNICEF, August 2011), a humanitarian action report at www.unicefusa.org/assets/pdf/2176-Horn-of-Africa-Emergency_opt.pdf. Donate money at www.unicefusa.org/work/emergencies/horn-of-africa/; www.crs.org; and www.globalgiving.org/;  
· You Don’t Know Who to Blame: War Crimes in Somalia, new from Human Rights Watch, calls for the immediate end to abuses against civilians, names those responsible, and demands access to aid and free movement. Read the report at www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/somalia0811webwcover.pdf;
· View the clip, Somalia Famine: Crossing frontlines to get aid at www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14378429.
Esmeraldas (Ecuador): What’s going on? In the north of Esmeraldas Province, drug running, guerrilla war, private interests and questionable public policies complicate the work of JPIC against pollution, deforestation, money laundering and violence: www.jpic-jp.org/43-en.html.
A closer look: Why is Great Britain still aiding Rwanda and its “monster dictator”? While world leaders and the “aid lobby” fawn over President Paul Kagame, the reality of his repressive regime is sinking in. Rwandan refugees and exiles, now in London, all old collaborators and now opponents of Kagame, have received warnings from Scotland Yard that the Rwandan government poses a serious threat to their lives. A former Foreign Office Minister suggests “the UK should withdraw its 84-million pounds/year in direct aid to Rwanda, if either British citizens or residents have been threatened.” Exiles in South Africa face even greater danger. Article and resources at: www.jpic-jp.org/42-en.html.
Iceland’s people resist the global financial system. Through their “silent” revolution, facilitated by the internet, Icelanders give us hope in our fight against our failing financial systems by standing up for themselves using democratic processes. The 9-minute video is in Italian; however, the patience it requires is most rewarding. Available from Free Information: www.youtube.com/watch?v=shUiFXIxUs8&feature=player_embedded and www.jpic-jp.org/40-en.html.
TAKE ACTIONS.
♦  The Children’s Parliament: This remarkable organization, working in the DR-Congo, is run by children for children, and demonstrates just how great their contributions to increasing justice in the world can be. See how the Children’s Parliament is working. View the “Witness” series documentary, in French with English subtitles, at www.linktv.org/programs/al-jazeera-english-the-childrens-parliament.
♦  Remembering 9/11: How can we commemorate 9/11 from the perspective of Catholic Social Teaching? Refer to “The Church Remembers” for essays, reflections and liturgical resources, at www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/september-11/index.cfm. Also, get information on a three-day event in the U.S. Capital from www.calltocompassion.com/. 

AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS. 
♦  September 13, 2011 marks the Opening of the 66th Session of the United Nations General Assembly. The General Debate will be held from September 20-30, and the work of the Main Committees of the Assembly will begin on October 3. Several high-level plenary meetings occur during the debate period including one on desertification, land degradation and drought. Visit www.un.org/en/ga/info/meetings/66schedule.shtml. 
♦  September 29, 2011: 2011 World Maritime Day: Piracy: Orchestrating the Response. The year’s theme from the International Maritime Organization addresses the challenges of modern-day piracy. Find out more at www.un.org/en/events/maritimeday/index.shtml.   
♦  U.N. Observance Days for September are listed at www.un.org/observances/days.shtml#september. 
OUR CORE PARTNERS. 

♦  AFRICA FAITH & JUSTICE NETWORK (AFJN):  Our best wishes and thanks to outgoing AFJN Executive Director, Fr. Rocco Puopolo, whose last day is August 30. He will be relocating to Massachusetts for his next assignment with the Xaverians. Fr. Aniedi Okure, OP, his successor, has an impressive pastoral and administrative background. Learn more at www.afjn.org. 
♦  AFRICA EUROPE FAITH & JUSTICE NETWORK (AEFJN): If not stopped, the issue of land grabbing is a serious threat to food security and sovereignty in Africa and around the world. AEFJN has prepared an informative PowerPoint presentation to raise awareness of this growing problem:

www.jpic-jp.org/files/Land_Grab_Aefjn_nov10-cp.ppt.  
♦  VIVAT International (V.I.): 120 members held a Justice and Peace, Integrity of Creation (JPIC) workshop at St. Arnold’s Seva Sadan in Indore, India, from August 7-12. Reports covered JPIC topics, people’s initiatives for vocational training, and special reports on the conflicts in the Asian region. For the workshop report, e-mail viny@vivatinternational.org. 
RESOURCES. 
♦ Charity without justice won’t be the solution to massive poverty and social inequality. A striking example is the Philippines: in no other country is the dichotomy between justice and charity so evident–and scandalous too–  considering its often-proclaimed Christianity. Read the article at www.jpic-jp.org/41-en.html. 
♦ Interactive World Map: Developed by a Guatemalan who lives and works in Brazil, this is a gem; useful and worth saving! Click here: www.ibge.gov.br/paisesat/main.php.  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS.
♦  September 21, 2011: International Day of Peace (“World Peace Day”), established by a United Nations resolution in 1981, provides an opportunity for individuals, organizations and nations to create practical acts of peace on the same day. Visit http://internationaldayofpeace.org/. For a prayer in many languages, go to http://jpicformation.wikispaces.com/EN_21September.
JPIC COMBONILINE.

♦ “Appeal for Africa:” Comboni Missionary Bishops and the two Generals of the Comboni Missionaries and Sisters Institutes met in Jerusalem, from July 21-30, to address the famines, wars, violence, poverty, disease, oppression and other injustices that plague the African Continent. At the end, they issued an appeal calling to protest against the many injustices that affect Africa especially land grabbing. Find it in English, Italian, French and Spanish at www.comboni.org/contenuto/view/id/105564. 
Note: The CPN Newsletter is emailed in four languages, with each language clearly marked for your personal selection. Invite your friends and colleagues to subscribe at combonipn@combonimissionaries.org. Interact at our blogsite for Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation at www.jpic-jp.org/en.php. 
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