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Sudan. No end to the Conflict in Darfur. The Darfur conflict is sustained by the constant flow of weapons from abroad, more specifically, “China and Russia are selling arms to the Government of Sudan in the full knowledge that many of them are likely to end up being used to commit human rights violations in Darfur.” Learn more at JPIC blog, and get the Amnesty International report here.  
Rising deaths of Central American sugar cane workers attributed to kidney disease. The world needs to know that a health epidemic is sweeping Central America: chronic kidney disease, the second biggest cause of death among men in El Salvador and in Nicaragua; it’s now a bigger killer of men than HIV and diabetes combined. Victims are literally “working themselves to death” in the sugar fields where pesticides are liberally applied. Learn more, watch the videos, and take action at Upside Down World; for Spanish, click here; and The World site.
Global Water Crisis affects over a billion people. An estimated two-thirds of the earth’s surface is water. Yet more than 1 billion people (1 in 6 of us) don’t have access to clean drinking water. This kills more children annually than AIDS, malaria, and measles combined. 2005-2015 has been dubbed the International Decade for Action: Water for Life.  Also, in February, Pope Benedict’s prayer intention was “Access to Water for All,” findoutmore. 

♦ Visual Resources: You Tube; Circle of Blue video; and PowerPoint Slides.
♦ Web sites: ♦ Food & Water Watch; click here ♦ For the “peoples’ view,” click here; ♦ Living Water International, click here; and ♦ Surge for Water, click here. 

♦ Help End Poverty by adding your signature in support of the Social Protection Floor Initiative (SPFI). This is an urgent joint initiative of several U.N. agencies that will make a huge difference for the world’s poorest. 1,000,000 signatures are needed by June for this international campaign. Comboni Frs. Converset and Pezzi attended the Commission on Social Development that urged for this in early February. Sign petition here now!
♦ Help fund a water well in a remote area of the world where the need is great. Opportunities exist through the Comboni Missionaries who lead these borehole projects in Africa and elsewhere. Learn more by emailing missions@combonimissionaries.org. 
♦ Request by Religious JPIC Promoters (Rome): They are gathering contact information of any religious men and women working against the negative effects of the mining industry. Email Sr. Sheila Kinsey, fcjm at skinsey.fcjm@gmail.com.  


Comboni Missionary Participation:  Fr. John Converset attended the U.N. PrepCom for the Arms Trade Treaty in New York in mid-February (leading up to the deciding negotiations on the treaty in July). He reports that “it was rather disappointing for the civil society groups that were advocating for a strong and effective treaty. But some countries are now in the position to exert great influence. Despite all the politiking, there is still hope that the nations will reduce human suffering by negotiating a viable treaty.” Visit “Control Arms” site. Check out: Amnesty International’s press release, in several languages, English; French; Spanish. For Prime Minister Clegg’s Opinion: We Can Lead from the Front in Disarming, click here.
♦ February 27-March 9, 2012: U.N. Commission on the Status of Women: Empowerment of rural women and their role in poverty and hunger eradication. International Women’s Day is March 8. Get information here.  
♦ March 12-17, 2012: 6th World Water Forum in Marseilles, France and the 4th World Water Development Report will launch, details here.
♦ March 22, 2012: U.N. World Water Day. Visit the multi-language site for events around the world here.   
♦ March 23-26, 2012: 10th Ecumenical Advocacy Days for Global Peace with Justice: Is This the Fast I Seek? Economy, Livelihood and Our National Priorities will be held at the Doubletree Crystal City near Washington, D.C. A Lobby Day is planned on the 26th. Register here. 

♦ March 23-28, 2012: Pope Benedict XVI’s Trips to Mexico and Cuba, click for itinerary. Will the Pope Absolve Fidel Castro? There are reports that Fidel Castro will meet with the Pope to confess his sins as John Paul 2 did with Mobutu. This question, even from a partisan point of view, pushes to reflect whether these absolutions come from faith or from politics. See JPIC blog.                                                                                                                 ♦ March 24, 2012: The Prayer and Fast Day for pastoral agents marks the anniversary of Archbishop Oscar Romero’s death. Remembered this day are 18 priests, 4 religious and 4 lay persons killed in 2011, one more than in 2010. For the third year, the place most affected is the Americas, click here.

♦ Africa Renewal, an online resource, blog and magazine site, now offers its 2012 special edition on Women in Africa. In English and French, click here.  
♦ Association of Consecrated Women in Eastern and Central Africa (ACWECA), with approximately 17,000 member Sisters from Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan, Malawi and Zambia, empower each other to live a consecrated life. In the process, they’re making a great spiritual and pastoral impact, click here

HYPERLINK "http://loretoeafrica.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=70&Itemid=87". 
♦ The Center for the Advancement of the Steady State Economy (CASSE), http://steadystate.org/, examines the negative side of an economy’s striving for growth and expansion. A steady state economy is preferred since it is a sustainable alternative to perpetual economic growth. 
♦ Lenten Program: 40 Days and 40 Least Developed Countries, from the Marianists, is a rich opportunity to learn about people living in poverty and the health challenges they face in various countries around the world. Click on the language of your choice to read the description of the program Then at the top left of the window, click on the third icon (Downloads/Telechargements/Descargas) that takes you to a Calendar. Click for English; French; Spanish; Portuguese.
♦ (Report) Tackling Urban Violence in Latin America: Reversing Exclusion through Smart Policing and Social Investment shares new strategies to reduce violence in Rio de Janeiro, Medellin, Ciudad Juarez and Santa Tecla. These include increasing community police forces in targeted areas, implementing new violence protection programs and community councils and more investment in social services. For English and Spanish, click here.

♦  The North American Province has a newly revamped web site, www.ComboniMissionaries.org. Also, in the Italian Province, what was once a blog, is now a web site, www.comboniani.org, that welcomes your news, initiatives and reflections.  

♦  The Spanish Radio Station RTVE broadcast a lengthy program about the work of the Comboni Missionary Sisters among the pygmies in the Central African Republic. Listen here. 

Note: To receive this monthly newsletter, email combonipn@combonimissionaries.org. Visit www.combonimissionaries.org/index.php/publications/comboni-press for the current newsletter and back issues, in four languages. Related articles appear at www.jpic-jp.org/en.php. 

From 2-22-12. I flushed out the first story, adding the photo and then for
the rest, I added the links I wrote about earlier. Also - will the Castro
story be on the blog? 
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Comboni Press Network (CPN) newsletter provides access to information on global issues from Church and Mission-related sources. Our focus is on Justice and Peace issues, and on how the U.S. policies affect the Third World countries. Please share your suggestions and ideas with us—we’re only an e-mail or fax away!
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