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Kony 2012 and Invisible Children. Millions of clicks won’t solve a problem, nor make a campaign right or humanitarian, as millions of votes didn’t make the Iraq War right.  Campaigns like “Kony 2012” aspire to frame the debate about these criminals and inspire action to stop them. Instead, they simply conscript our outrage to advance a specific political agenda—in this case, increased military action. 

Resources: ♦ In Uganda, Kony is Not the only Problem, (click here) (article and AFJN action); Jesuits Discuss “The Other Side of the Kony,” (click here); ♦ A Brief Response to Kony 2012, from Maryknoll Global Concerns’ Together with Africa, (click here);  ♦ Central Africa: Don’t Elevate Joseph Kony: (click here); ♦ Great Help coming from Abroad Never Solved African problems: (click here); ♦ “We will fight war” is the message of this pro-war video on Kony 2012, (Watch here); and ♦ Journalist Angelo Opi-Aiya Izama’s blogposts, (click here).  In a story that strikes a similar chord, U.S. hate groups are on the rise, (read JPIC blogpost). 
A Key to Understanding Conflicts in Africa’s Great Lakes. In the African Great Lakes, the survival of 80% of the population depends on agriculture. Two articles describe the role that land plays in conflict:                                                                                                                               

(1) Africa’s Great Lakes: Right to Land, Right to Peace, by Emilie Pélerin, Aurora Mansion and Philippe Lavigne Delville, studies land tenure insecurity in this region. Read the introductory article, (at blogpost), and the dossier (click here) (FR); (2) Conflict in the Great Lakes Region: How is it Linked with Land and Migration? This 2005 paper reviews evidence from Rwanda, Burundi and DRC that delineates the main roles that access to land has played in initiating, fueling or perpetuating conflict, and draws policy conclusions, (click here) (EN).  
New Working Group in place at the Food and Agriculture Organization (FOA) of the U.N. (Rome). The International Congregations of Religious (ICR) at the FAO, with its 18 congregational members, seeks to exert influence on policies in favor of the poor regarding food security and land tenancy, as a recent letter-writing campaign to G20 Agriculture Ministers witnesses. Now this working group has Ken Thesing, MM, as its Executive Secretary, to bring issues, such as food security, water and land grabbing, to the attention of the membership. For more information, write to Francisco Gearóid Ó Conaire, OFM or Teresa Dagdag, MM at jpicusguisg@lasalle.org or jpic.cosec@lasalle.org, and visit www.fao.org.  
U.N. Fourth and Final PrepCom on the Arms Trade Treaty. The nations of the world are preparing the way to regulate commerce in arms, munitions, and related equipment in order to drastically reduce illicit arms trade.  They’ve labored on the procedures that will be used to negotiate the Arms Trade Treaty at the U.N. in New York in July, and these negotiations will be difficult. Read the summary from VIVAT International (here) and (speak out).

♦ Campaign against “Backpage:” Stop Global Facilitation of Sex Trafficking. Demand an end to the facilitation of sex trafficking by Village Voice Media (owner of Backpage.com) by shutting down its “adult” advertisement section. Last month, the ads led to the kidnapping and brutal rape of a teenager who was sold to multiple men. (Take action).  
♦ Ombudspersons for Future Generations is a concrete proposal from Oikos, Terre des Hommes and the World Future Council that is already showing results! By signing the petition, presented to world leaders before Rio + 20 Summit begins June 20, you’ll give a voice to the interests and rights of future generations. Sign up for this “planet defender” for your country, here.

♦ Mining is devouring the Water Resources in Ecuador:  The mine “Mirador” in the province of Zamora Chinchipe, on the border of Peru, uses an astonishing two million liters water per day (140 l/s) which causes a shortage for the local population in their farming and rearing of livestock. Please sign the letter to President Rafael Correa and show your solidarity with the Ecuadorian people and their demand for free access to water (here) (EN, ES, FR, PT, DE). 


♦  April 4, 2012:  International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action. Mines and explosive remnants of war pose a serious threat to the safety, health and lives of local civilian populations. View the declaration here. 
♦  April 14, 2012: NETWORK’s 40th Anniversary Celebration: Faithful to the Gospel Then and Now, at Trinity Washington University in Washington, D.C., celebrates the 40 years of justice work of 10,000s of NETWORK members. Explore what it means to be a faith-filled social justice activist today and in the future. Get details here.  
♦  April 22, 2012: International Mother Earth Day celebrates the Earth and all life-giving global ecosystems. There is a collective responsibility to achieve a just balance among the economic, social and environmental needs of present and future generations. Click here. The Earth Charter Initiative is an extraordinarily diverse network of people, organizations, and institutions that offers news and updates, (click here).
♦  April 23-27, 2012: U.N. Commission on Population and Development (45th Session) in New York will focus on the theme, Adolescents and Youth, (click here).


♦  Amerindia, (click here), a digital library, offered by the Catholic Network of the Americas, fosters an ecumenical spirit and opens up interfaith dialogue and cooperation with other institutions. In Spanish, Amerindiaenlared, (click here), is by subscription only. 
♦  Coltan, the “Blue Gold.” The Rwandan army receives at least $250 million every 18 months by selling coltan, even though Rwanda has none. Meanwhile Kisengo schools (in the territory of Nyunzu – Katanga, DRC) survive only by the will of their children’s teachers and parents, even though their area has one of the most important reserves of coltan in the world. Educational tools include: (1) The Bloody Coltan, (YouTube), with poignant testimony about how soldiers fight for gold and coltan not war, and how children die for it; (2) PowerPoints (multi-language): ♦ Conflict Minerals in the Democratic Republic of Congo (click here), allows personal reflection; ♦ Coltan Exploitation in Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (click here), shows the importance of coltan to technology, and more.
♦  Get Ready for Rio! Find out why the People’s Summit running concurrently with the U.N. Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio +20) this June is drawing so much attention, (click here) (multi-language), and (more).  Visit the Franciscans for Ecology blog (multi-language) here. Watch “The Future You Want” and YouTube.
♦ ICPD Beyond 2014, launched by the United Nation Population Fund (UNFPA), (summary), will provide current information about the upcoming International Conference on Population and Development in 2014. Learn more here. 

♦  The political, social and economic situation in Eritrea is disintegrating. For background, read In Eritrea, the Young Dream of Leaving here. No surprise then that the Comboni Provincials and Delegates of English-speaking African countries and Mozambique (APDESAM) wrote a Letter of Solidarity to the Confreres of Eritrea, (click here). 
♦  Comboni Sister Elena Balatti, Coordinator for the JPIC sector in South Sudan, asks CJN readers to spread the word about the serious humanitarian crisis happening in the Nuba Mountains, South Kordofan State, Sudan. She writes: 
An insurgency erupted there last June against the central Government in Khartoum. Since then, fighting, aerial 
bombardments and violations of human rights that could amount to crimes against humanity have been on-going 
and have ruined the year’s crop. Almost all road access has been closed by Khartoum Government. In short, the 
civilian Nuba People are now experiencing a “manmade famine.” Request two articles here.  
Note: To receive this monthly newsletter, email combonipn@combonimissionaries.org. Visit www.combonimissionaries.org/index.php/publications/comboni-press for the current newsletter and back issues, in four languages. Related articles appear at www.jpic-jp.org/en.php. 
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